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ICA General Meeting
The March General meeting took place as scheduled
on Sunday the 18th. It began with a presentation on
Citizens on Patrol kindly arranged by Councilman
David Marks. We heard about different approaches to
organizing COP from Michael Calwell, Pat France
and Janice Arcieri, board members of the Towson
Area Citizens on Patrol.

It seems that other neighborhoods face the same
problems as Idlewylde, though they handle them
more successfully – basic problems such as setting up
COP in the first place and keeping it going once it’s
started. COP is about preventing crime, but where
there’s not much crime it’s hard to keep residents
interested.

Perhaps Idlewylde needs a few more hold-ups to
whip up enthusiasm.

ICA Treasurer John Keenan reported that the
Association had a net income of nearly $3,000 for the
first five months of FY 1011/12. Total financial ass-
ets exceed $77,000.

Tom Lattanzi, ICA President, announced the
dates for the annual neighborhood Yard Sale (April
14) and Dumpster Day (September 15).  There will
be a neighborhood Garden Tour this year (see
announcement on p. 2). Tom also stated that the ICA
board is thinking about making the Community Hall
available to members at an extra-deep discount on a
limited basis.

After thanking our COP guests for giving us their
time, and Councilman Marks for setting up their visit,
Tom announced that Vivian Kreller will be taking
over as Membership Secretary from Marcia Fergu-
son. He led the meeting in thanking Marcia for her
years of service.

Finally, longtime Board member Karen Bracken
was summoned from the kitchen, where she was fix-
ing the traditional pasta repast, to receive a standing
ovation and a bouquet. Karen will soon be quitting
Idlewylde for Florida.

– Paul Romney

* * *

Keeping your tween occupied this summer!
As a parent of a soon-to-be 13-year-old, I am looking
forward to the summer with excitement and worry. 
This is a precarious age … too old to enjoy many
summer camps and too young for a summer job.

As a working mom, the idea of having my child
find meaningful and productive things to do for 10
weeks is a bit daunting, so I am grateful the ICA has
opened the doors of the community hall and agreed to
allow Dramatic Adventure Theatre to rent the space
for a three-week Play Building Theatre Intensive!

The group will explore many different acting and
movement techniques while they also create, write,
and design a play from scratch. At the end of their
time together, they will have the opportunity to per-
form this world premiere for their family and friends. 

Working under the leadership of Dramatic Adven-
ture Theatre, as well as several local Baltimore thea-
tre artists, participants will workshop improvisational
and writing techniques.  These techniques will not
only enhance theatre abilities but will also help struc-
ture the creation of an original play and give partici-
pants the confidence to walk out on stage and share
their words. From writing the script, building the set,
and finding that perfect costume, to performing their
very own creation: participants will be involved in
every element of this new play.

The Intensive runs from June 18 to July 6, 9am–
3pm, with a final performance on July 6 at 6pm.  It is
suitable for beginners and advanced theatre artists
alike who are going into grades 6-9.  The fee for the
3-week summer camp is $375 per child, but ICA
members pay $340  —  a 10 per cent discount.

For more information contact Mary and Jesse
Baxter at info@dramaticadventure.com, or Kate
Foley at justinmolly@hotmail.com or 443-676-7220.
You can check out DAT on-line at
www.dramaticadventure.com/baltimore. 

Join us as we create theatre in Idlewylde!
– Kate Foley

IDLEWYLDE YARD SALE
Saturday, April 14, 9 a.m. to Noon

(Rain date, Sunday 15th)
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Idlewylde 2012 Garden Tour
This will take place on Saturday, June 16 from 10am
to 2pm. Tickets can be purchased on the day at the
Idlewylde United Methodist Church.

Ticket prices are $5 per person for adults ages 16-
64. Idlewylde Community Association members and
Seniors 65+ are $3 per person. Children under 16 are
free.

We need lots of volunteers to make this event
possible. If you would be willing to open up your
yard for that 4-hour period, please contact Jamie
Kass at 410-377-6728 or jamieandhenry@yahoo.-
com.

We are looking for attractive yards to share.
Maybe you have a deck or patio you would like to
show off, or perhaps a flower or vegetable garden
you are proud of! There are a number of neighbors
with water gardens too. Please consider opening up
your yard so we can all enjoy the fruits of your labor.

We also need volunteers to help organize this
event. For example, we need someone to hang signs
prior to the event and remove them after the event.
I’m happy to fill out the community service hours
form for student volunteers.

Please contact Jamie Kass at 410-377-6728 or
jamieandhenry@yahoo.com to volunteer your time or
your yard to the 2012 Garden Tour.

Idlewylde: Talking to Each Other
The Idlewylde Community Yahoo! Group is a site
where residents can ask for contractor recommenda-
tions, post notices (including crime alerts), advertise
giveaways or stuff for sale, and raise issues for
discussion. It is also the first stop for ICA announce-
ments. To join, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group-
/Idlewylde_community, click on the blue “Join This
Group” button, and follow the instructions.

You’ll have to set up a yahoo.com e-mail address,
but you don’t ever have to use it. Once you’ve joined,
you can simply substitute another address for Group
messages.

Privacy  note. When you set up a Yahoo ID, you
are asked for certain personal information: name,
gender, and birthday. This info appears in the Group
members list on the website. However, you have the
option of keeping it confidential.

Questions? Contact Amy at everestgc@yahoo.-
com or Paul at paulromney03@aim.com.
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C L A S S I F I E D

ARTS
Art Lessons. Beginning to advanced.  Drawing and paint-

ing, watercolors, oils and pastels for children and adults,

College professor with BFA and MA degrees.  Please call

Bonnie Printz at 410-377-9342.

 HOME AND GARDEN
Babysitting/Pet Sitting/Housesitting. Cassie Springer is

16 yrs old, Red Cross certified, responsible, and loves

children and animals. Siblings Jake (21) and Morgan (19)

are in college but return home for breaks and can also be

available. Please call 410-377-8060 for more information.

Light hauling/towing. Home Depot, landfill, etc.

Dennis Crawford, 410-960-2442.

Idlewylde Hall

Please consider the Hall for parties and events such as

birthdays, receptions, and bridal and baby showers.  Any-

one can rent the Hall, but ICA members receive a 30%

discount off regular weekend prices and a preferred rate

during the week.

   For details, or to schedule your event, contact the Hall

Manager at 410-377-9247 or ica.activity@gmail.com.

STRIDER’S CORNER
A column on neighborhood issues

The ICA Spring General Meeting. Attendance at the
March General Meeting on the 18th was very light. 
Optimistically set up for 40-plus people, the Commu-
nity Hall would have looked very empty if Council-
man Marks had not set up a presentation on COP by
members of the Towson Association of Citizens on
Patrol and COP members from neighboring commu-
nities. There were folks from Anneslie, folks from
Stoneleigh, folks from Loch Hill, Knollwood-Donny-
brook and Rodgers Forge, all pitching the benefits of
COP to each other.

Embarrassing? You had to be there ...
Among those who weren’t there were half of the

ICA Board.
* * *

One board member who was there, doing her usual
thing in the kitchen, was Karen Bracken.  Year in
and year out for most of the past decade, Karen has

been in the kitchen for ICA dinners and parties. 
People will recall her 2006 Mardi Gras party honor-
ing New Orleans (where she used to live) after Hurri-
cane Katrina, and her Idlewylde Cooks! series of
cooking classes and dinners a couple of years ago.
But that’s just Karen’s social side – she’s done more
for Idlewylde than that. 

An important part of ICA business is running the
Community Hall. Thanks to the hall we have a
healthy bank balance, which enables us to punch
above our weight when we have to, as in the 2005-06
fight to prevent the Country Club of Maryland to
build 56 townhouses at the north end of Sherwood
Road. It is a terrific asset – but one that requires time
and attention from the Board.

Karen has given it that time and attention. As
Hall Manager for more than two years, she showed
that it could be run profitably without unduly disturb-
ing its neighbors. As a Board member for several
years, she has made it her special concern to ensure
that it is run in the best interests of the Idlewylde
community and the ICA.

Some time in May, Karen will be moving to Flor-
ida. In Idlewylde, she will be a hard act to follow.

– Paul Romney

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box

66106, Baltimore, MD 21239, www.idlewylde.net. Dues are $20

for 1-year membership, or $30 for 2-year membership. Please

contact Membership Director.

BOARD (2011-12): Tom Lattanzi, President 410-377-9172;

Ben Mentzer, Vice-President 410-812-6908; John Keenan,

Treasurer 410-377-0563; Cynthia Jabs, Secretary 410-377-

7252; Karen Bracken, 410-377-8811; Kim Deinlein, 443-834-

5183; Kate Foley, 443-676-7220; Martin Saylor, 410-377-2357.

The Board usually meets at the Community Hall on the first

Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.  All members are welcome,

but please contact a board member to confirm time and place.

OTHER OFFICERS: Membership Director: Marcia Ferguson,

410-377-0887; Webmaster, Dori Stickles, 410-377-0455.

IDLEWYLDE NEWS, (P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239;

Editor: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748; Distributor: Jamie Kass,

410-377-6728) is the newsletter of the Idlewylde Community

Association.  Advertising rates: ¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-

members; ½ page: $35 members, $75 non-members; full-page

insert: (one-sided) $150 members, $250 non-members, (two-

sided) $200 members, $300 non-members.  Classified listings

free for members of ICA. Send check to ICA at PO Box above.

Idlewylde News is the newsletter of the Idlewylde Community

Association. 755 copies of each issue are printed for distribu-

tion.
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Coming to Your Neighborhood? This

print-out from Baltimore County’s “My

Neighborhood” online interactive map*

shows the north end of Sherwood Rd not as

it is today but as it appears in the Official

Plan, curving into Stoneleigh Woods in a

big loop. As you can see, the planned

houses even have their street numbers

assigned.

Why are there still woods on the site

and not 56 townhouses spilling their traffic

into the narrow and quiet streets of north-

west Idlewylde? One reason is that the ICA

hired a lawyer and fought the plan. Sec-

ondly, the fight came to a head in a year

when the then County Executive was run-

ning for re-election.

The final plan allowed for 36 homes,

but by the time the dust had settled the real

estate bubble had burst. Moreover, the

development was saddled with a 55-plus

age restriction, which nullified one of the

site’s main attractions: its proximity to

Stoneleigh Elementary School.

If we ever have to re-visit this issue,

the ICA has money in the bank, thanks to

its stream of revenue from the Community

Hall.
*http://myneighborhood.baltimorecountymd.


