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Schools update
The redistricting process for Cromwell Valley Ele-
mentary School (CVES) will start in October of this
year. The Stoneleigh Elementary School boundary
could be impacted by that process, but it is unclear
if/how our neighborhood will be impacted.

Members of our community should attend the
BCPS boundary committee meetings. I will share
meeting dates as soon as they are made available by
BCPS.

Based on what BCPS is projecting, only about
100 seats are expected to be filled by the boundary
that will be created for CVES. If that is true, I doubt
it will impact our neighborhood, but it is definitely
something we need to stay on top of.

The bigger issue for us might be Towson High
School (THS).

New enrollment projections put THS as being
severely overcrowded in the coming years. Since the
neighboring high schools are under-enrolled, it
makes it incredibly difficult for the County to acquire
funding for an addition to THS. Therefore, redistrict-
ing THS is a possibility which is potentially much
more likely to impact our neighborhood than the re-
districting of CVES.

BCPS has made no official statement that they
are considering redistricting THS. I personally think
that there isn't much of a chance for this to happen.
However, tracking BCPS plans to alleviate over-
crowding at THS is definitely something that we
need to watch closely.

Lastly, the much-needed renovations for Dum-
barton Middle School (including adding AC!) will
begin this summer and are expected to take about two
years to complete.

– Aimee Freeman

Idlewylde Garden Tour
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See Jamie’s insert

Citizens on Patrol
Dearest Idlewylde,

How I love thee - my caring neighbors! You do-
nate food to the Scouts, pick up wayward garbage in
the neighborhood, lend a hand to neighbors and oth-
ers in need, wave to passersby, and have a great sense
of humor! I just can't get enough of you!

It is here that I once again Darling point out that
the weather is getting warm. Spring! My favorite sea-
son! Our neighborhood is about to bloom with reck-
less abandon!

However, there may be something else that will
also be occurring with reckless abandon during this
warmer weather – 

º CRIME » 

Many of you stepped up mightily this Fall to combat
a rash of burglaries that hit all of Towson. I would
ask you to once again to:

• Volunteer for Citizens on Patrol
• Try and walk your block every day with your

eyes peeled
• Check in on neighbors who aren't home
• Keep your outside lights on at night
• Lock up your homes, cars, and sheds.
• Call 911 if you witness a crime OR the Baltimore

County Non-Emergency Line 410-887-2222 if
something just seems suspicious. The Police
want us to call!

We're all in this together and WE CAN make a dif-
ference. Let's make this neighborhood so dog-gone
nosy that it'll be difficult to sneak around unnoticed. I
guess the end here isn't so poetic so...GO TERPS!!

Katie McCabe
Idlewylde Citizens on Patrol (C.O.P.)

919 Regester
ktmccabe2@gmail.com

301-922-2743 (text is best)



Mosquito prevention and control
The University of Maryland Extension Home & Gar-
den Center offers the following tips.
• Empty any containers or objects in your yard that

hold water regularly.
• Replace water in bird baths daily if possible.
• If you have corrugated drainpipe attached to your

downspouts, cover the open end with a piece of
pantyhose secured with an elastic band.

• Treat ornamental pools, birdbaths, etc. with the
totally non-toxic 'mosquito dunks' of Bti (iBacil-
lus thuringiensis var. israelensis), or by aeration.

• Personal protection for sensitive individuals with
products containing deet or picaritin is also effec-
tive.

The Center says: “Per our entomologist, fogging and
spraying large areas is not useful to control mosqui-
toes, with studies showing that less than 1% of the
material actually gets where it needs to be, while the
products that are more typically used (pyrethroids)
kill many, if not all of the non-target species, so it is
not environmentally sound.”

– Paul Romney

Idlewylde Yard Sale
The ICA has set a community yard sale for Saturday,
May 14, from 9 am to 3 pm (rain date May 15). We
post street signs several days ahead, and we put a list
of participants’ addresses online to help visitors find

vendors on side streets. We link to this list in our on-
line advertising and mention it in our Towson Times
classified.

We advertise online by posting the event on
idlewylde.org and Craigslist. The Craiglist
announcement is posted about two weeks before the
event and refreshed a couple of times to prevent it
from sinking too far down the list.

If you can hep by posting signs or taking charge
of the Craigslist posting, please contact Paul Romney
at paulromney@comcast.net. Same thing to have
your address listed.

Dumpster Day
This year’s date is Saturday, May 21, from 8 to Noon
(although the dumpsters are always in place at the
Hall before then). We can get only four dumpsters
this year, so don’t be late.

Dumpster Day veteran John Keenan will be there
most of the time, but help is always welcome. If you
can help out, please contact John (info on page #).

Please remember: no electronics, tires, batteries,
paint that isn’t solid, or appliances containing freon
(fridges, air conditioners, dehumidifiers).

NB:  There will also be a Goodwill Industries
drop-off truck to accept surplus items that are too
good to dump. To see what they do and don’t accept,
go to www.goodwillches.org/donate/items-we-accept.
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No more Family Dollar fights for Idlewylde
The open lot across from the Idlewylde Community
Hall is one of three parcels to be down-zoned as part
of the County’s current zoning review. The new zon-
ing for this lot will be residential. No more quarrels
over commercial operations like a Family Dollar
store! The property owner, Wanda Coombs of Tow-
son, is looking at town-home development for this
property after the uproar over proposed commercial
development. 

Councilman David Marks announced the zoning
change agreements following a hearing on zoning
last week.

Also, at the board’s request, Councilman Marks
will recommend Community Business zoning for the
rest of the western side of the business district, while
retaining Business Local zoning for the eastern side.
CB allows only small retail or service businesses that
cater to nearby residents. BL allows small businesses
which do not generate large amounts of traffic. This
zoning stresses compatibility with nearby residential
zoning.

A new zoning designation, created by Marks last
year, will be given to Overlook Park. This Neighbor-
hood Commons designation will make it more diffi-
cult for public open space like the park to be sold off
or developed. The park is partly in Councilwoman
Cathy Bevins’s district. Marks has supported her in
requesting this new designation. 

“I would like to thank the Idlewylde Community
Association for working with me on these issues. I
am happy we were able to come up with an alterna-
tive use for the site once proposed for a discount
store,” Councilman Marks commented. 

“The Idlewylde Community Association will
continue to be vigilant about our business district, its
appearance and public safety,” commented Associa-
tion president Peter Ismay.“We thank Councilman
Marks for including these properties as part of the
zoning process, which helped lead to discussions
about future uses.”

– Cynthia Jabs

Idlewylde Nursery School
As some of you may know, Idlewylde Nursery
School, at the corner of Parkway and Regester, is
closing this spring after many, many years in the
community.

Idlewylde would like to do something for the
school staff to thank them for the years they spent

taking great care of our kids. We're thinking about
putting together a video and/or some kind of lunch at
the hall.

If anyone has ideas, or would like to help plan
something, please contact me, Emily Levitt, at
elevitt18@gmail.com. Stay tuned to the community
email group and Facebook page for more information
once we've decided upon a plan. Thanks!

– Emily Levitt
Betty Gay and Evelyn Walter

We note the passing of Betty Gay at the age of 90.
Betty lived virtually her whole life at 6305 Banbury,
which her parents, Vinton and Pearl Tucker, bought
new. After their marriage, Betty and her husband
lived with her parents, and eventually she inherited
the property. One of Betty’s three sons, Hugh, and
his wife were longtime residents across the street at
6306 Banbury before moving to West Virginia.

Evelyn Walter of 6500 Maplewood, her home for
nearly 60 years, has died at the age of 102.
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

BOARD (2015-16)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com
John Keenan, Vice-President, 410-377-0563, 
jkeenan@WallaceMontgomery.com
Dana Reed, Treasurer, 443-869-3670 daanrd@comcast.net
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@-
aim.com
   At-large members:
Cynthia Jabs, 410-377-7252 bomsterjab@comcast.net
Ashleigh Rohm, 443-465-3824 smash426@hotmail.com

OTHER OFFICERS
Citizens on Patrol

Director: Katie McCabe, 301-922-2743 
ktmccabe2@gmail.com

www.idlewylde.org
Webmaster: Michael Snyder, me@michaelsnyder.me

Membership Secretary
Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com

All members of the ICA are welcome at monthly board
meetings, but please contact a board member to confirm time and
place.
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