
IDLEWYLDE*NEWS
NEWSLETTER OF THE IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
"Community Commitment since 1947"                                                           August 2017

Your Community Association Needs YOU
In a few weeks, we’ll be mailing out letters inviting
you to join the ICA or renew your membership.

The Idlewylde Community Association exists to
promote the welfare and quality of life of Idlewylde
residents and to protect our property values.

In recent years, that has entailed blocking an
attempt to build a dollar store opposite the commu-
nity hall and co-ordinating (and largely funding) a
campaign to preserve Idlewylde’s historic tie with
Stoneleigh Elementary School. Another recent win
was  the traffic-calming island and crosswalk at the
Regester-Overbrook intersection. Currently, two of
our board members are on Councilman David
Marks’s Towson Greenway taskforce, and we’re
keeping tabs on the plans to develop the old Arma-
cost Nursing Home as an assisted living home.

We back Idlewylde Citizens on Patrol and con-
stantly co-ordinate with government and police on
crime and safety issues. No, we can’t claim credit for
the food-stamp fraud bust that put the owners of the
New Sherwood Market behind bars. (Who knew?
Though somehow it wasn’t a surprise.) But we made
sure the police were looking out for other shenani-
gans on and around the business block, and currently
we’re making sure the Market doesn’t get its state
lottery license back. We’re also working with our
City-side neighbors in Idlewood to keep the City pol-
ice focused on issues that concern both communities.

On the social side, we stage or support events like
the upcoming block party, the biennial garden tour,
and Santa’s Yuletide trip ’round the ’hood. Six times
a year we publish this newsletter. Our web site is the
public face of the Idlewylde community.

A lot of these things cost money – especially
when lawyers are involved. Rental revenues from the
hall have traditionally helped us keep dues low –
currently they are $20 per household, and dues are
voluntary for senior citizen households. In West
Towson, regular dues are $35 and senior citizens get
a $10 discount. Still, your dues are crucial to our
work for Idlewylde.

But it’s not just your money we want – it’s you.
Unlike covenanted communities like Stoneleigh,

where you have to belong to the community associa-
tion, membership in the ICA is voluntary. The more
members we have, the stronger is our claim to speak
for the community.

And last but not least, we need your energy. The
more hands, the lighter the work.

COP director Katie McCabe knows what she’s
talking about on page 2 because she goes out herself
and does every last thing she mentions. She could use
your help.

ICA president Pete Ismay is tireless in writing,
phoning, going to meetings.

Peggy Squitieri and John Keenan have been
contributing for decades in ways too numerous to
mention – not just to the ICA, but to Idlewylde. I
could go on down the list, but you get the idea.

Among other things, volunteers like these help to
ensure that government pays attention to Idlewylde.
If you feel you’d like to take part in the work of the
ICA and the Idlewylde community, or help stage a
Hallowe’en party for the kids or some other event for
the community, please contact Pete Ismay, Katie
McCabe, or any of the good people listed on page 4.
You’ll receive a warm welcome.

– Paul Romney

Idlewylde Community Association

FALL GENERAL MEETING

Ê

Tuesday, September 19 at 7:30 PM

Idlewylde Hall, 6301 Sherwood Rd

Ê

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

OLD MEMBERS WELCOME BACK!

Ê

We will elect officers for 2017-18 and conduct any
other business.

Ê

This meeting is for members of the ICA. If you aren’t
currently a member, you’ll be able to join or renew
at the door.
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Your COP needs you
It's been a while since I submitted to our newsletter,
but Idlewylde, dare I say, seems relatively quiet com-
pared to previous summers. There are a few reasons
for this, but I want to recognize and applaud all of
you that take the time to keep our neighborhood safe.

You may be wondering- what can I do to help?
Things you can do to help with C.O.P. include:

• Call 911 when you witness a crime, or the Police
non-emergency number (410-887-2222) if you
have a suspicion or concern. The Police want to
hear from us so they know where to allocate re-
sources.

• Do an "unofficial" C.O.P. patrol – walking, bik-
ing, driving or simply observing from your front
porch. It's always important to be aware of the
happenings in the neighborhood. Trust your gut!

• Please pick up the trash! Captain Landsman has
stressed the importance of keeping our streets
clean. He says trash-strewn streets sends the mes-
sage to criminals that we don't care and are easy
targets. Our business district always needs the
most attention and I know there are a few of you
who do the bulk of the work, so THANK YOU!
If you typically don't help to clean up trash when
walking your dog or on Sherwood, take 30 min-
utes this summer to lend a hand.

• Get to know your neighbors and (this is my
suggestion) support some of our new local busi-
nesses. Some businesses close to the Idlewylde
Hall are struggling with loitering and extra trash.
These businesses have reached out to Idlewood
and Idlewylde and want to be part of a coordi-
nated solution, which is very exciting.

• Be sure that your property is well lit. Turn on
your porch light at night and consider other prop-
erty lights like motion detectors. We want to
eliminate, within reason of course, dark areas
where bad guys can lurk undetected. We also
want neighbors to feel safe walking their dogs or
taking a stroll at night.

• Last but not least, do an official C.O.P. Patrol
from your car with the amber light and magnetic
signs. 

To make this easier, C.O.P. (Citizens On Patrol)
gear will now be stored under the counter at the
7-11 in a labeled container. This change will hope-

fully lead to more residents taking a C.O.P. shift in
this next year. It's traditionally nearly impossible to
get volunteers to help with patrols. We're all busy,
but perhaps with the gear being in a well-lit and cen-
tral location, we'll see a much-needed uptick in
participation.

I would like to ask each household to commit to
ONE C.O.P. PATROL over the next year. Just one
patrol. Devote an hour of your time. Heck ... 30 min-
utes! It's not scary and I strongly believe a visible
presence is helpful. Take a friend. It's pretty relaxing,
actually.

Overall, Idlewylde is certainly not issue-free. We
all need to remain mindful, remembering to lock our
cars, sheds and houses. It's also important to not
leave valuable items outside or in plain view in our
vehicles. Idlewylde is a wonderfully supportive,
diverse and caring community. Let's all pitch in to
keep Idlewylde safe and secure!

Enjoy the rest of the Summer!
Katie McCabe, Director C.O.P.

ICA block party – save the date!

The party is set for Saturday,

October 7, with rain date Sunday.

If you’d like to help set it up,

please contact a board member.

C L A S S I F I E D

“Maryland Mac Help.” I specialize in helping peo-
ple to get the most out of their new and not so new
Macintosh computers, iPhones and iPads. If you are a
novice or an intermediate user, you are my most
likely client. If you have a nagging problem or sim-
ply want help upgrading your computer, I am the per-
son you need to speak to. I can help with installing
and optimizing WiFi at your home, school, or busi-
ness, upgrade RAM or hard drive, sort out the iCloud
problems, or integrate Apple computers and devices
into your existing network. Call 410-615-9394 or
visit www.marylandmachelp.com.
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Spending money
The ICA recently bought half-a-dozen new street
signs to advertise the annual community yard sale.

The ICA spends money on a lot of different
things. Top of the list by far are expenditures related
to the community hall – taxes, insurance, mainten-
ance, and the rental operation. That floor needs regu-
lar stripping and polishing, those tables and chairs
need replacing from time to time, and that dumpster
doesn’t empty itself.

Far behind in second place comes the ICA’s an-
nual block party, although that expense varies wide-
ly. Another expense that varies even more widely is
that for legal advice, which goes as low as zero in a
good year but can quickly escalate when a zoning
issue arises.

Printing this newsletter could also go as low as
zero, but only if we stopped printing it. Sometimes it
seems unnecessary, when we have a Yahoo Group, a
Facebook page and a website offering daily updates
on local affairs. Certainly it’s less necessary for some
things. That may be why the number of classified ads
has declined in the last year or two.

But not everyone frequents all those sites, and

some of us visit none of them. We aren’t all plugged
in to the World Wide Web. The newsletter lets the
Association reach out to the whole community on
issues of common concern.

Spending time
Speaking of the yard sale, all hail Ben Larson for the
time he put into setting that up and acquiring the new
signs. If he does it again next year, he may need
some help with all those extra signs. 

Thanks to Ben, too, for taking charge of Dump-
ster Day and handling the complications that ensued
when the dumpster supplier messed up the order.
That’s Ben Larson, folks!

And now I give you Donald Hart, our longtime
neighbor on the 800 block of Overbrook, who’s been
tending the triangle at the Banbury intersection for
several years now. Donald rehabilitated it after it
vanished under some road work a few years ago, and
he kept it looking lovely during the latest, all-but-
interminable bout of construction this spring.

Donald also looks after the wildflower gard en on
the lot where 802 Overbrook used to be. Thanks,
Donald!



Donald Hart’s Triangle flower garden, May 26, 2017

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

B O AR D (2016-17)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com
John Keenan, Vice-President, 410-377-0563 keenan32@comcast.-
net
Dana Reed, Treasurer, 443-869-3670 daanrd@comcast.net
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com
   At-large members:
Cynthia Jabs, 410-377-7252 bomsterjab@comcast.net
Ben Larson, 443-676-5074 benbrorlarson@yahoo.com
Sarah McDonough, 410-245-7454 sarahamcdonough@gmail.com
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com
Peggy Squitieri, 410-377-5722 pashannon@verizon.net

O T H ER  O FFICER S
Citizens on Patrol

Director: Katie McCabe, 301-922-2743 ktmccabe2@gmail-
.com

www.idlewylde.org
Webmaster: Michael Snyder, me@michaelsnyder.me

Membership Secretary
Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com

All m e m b e rs  o f  th e  ICA a re  w e lc o m e  a t m o n th ly
b o a rd  m e e tin g s , b u t p le a s e  c o n ta c t a  b o a rd  m e m b e r to
c o n f i rm  tim e  an d  p la c e .

IDLEWYLDE NEWS

P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 
Editor: Paul Romney
Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass
Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.

Ad v e rti s in g  R a te s
¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members
½ page: $35 members, $75 non-members
Full-page insert: one-sided $200, two-sided $250
Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
Payment. Send check payable to “Idlewylde Community
Association” to ICA at PO Box above.

I d le w y ld e  N e w s  is the newsletter of the ICA.. 755
copies are printed bi-monthly for door-to-door distribution,
and each issue is posted on idlewylde,org.


