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Neighborhood champions
 Recently, Diane Christopher contacted the ICA
board about the state of the alley between Limit Ave-
nue and Overbrook and lower St. Albans Roads.

The alley was clotted with overgrown vegetation
and litter, fallen branches and dumped items. Sanita-
tion trucks could no longer get through to collect
trash. Residents on Limit had to drag their trash cans
to the front of their row homes. Conditions were be-
coming ripe for a rodent infestation and water drain-
age problems too.

Diane didn’t ask the ICA to solve the problem –
she already had a plan. She simply requested the
board’s advice and support.

Here’s what Diane did:
• Select a date for the major clean-up – Saturday,

July 21.
• Contact Baltimore County’s Bureau of Solid

Waste to obtain a dumpster through the County’s
Community Clean-up Program (the same pro-
gram that serves our annual Dumpster Day).

• Contact Councilman Marks for assistance with
the various County agencies. (Councilman Marks
hoped to personally attend the clean-up, but it
was scheduled during his vacation, so he and his
aide Ryan came a few days earlier to help out.)

• Contact Baltimore Community Toolbank to bor-
row rakes, gloves, chain saws, etc.

• Create flyers and passed them out to the residents
on Limit Avenue and Overbrook Road who live
along the alley.

• Arrange for a donation of bottled water and two
trays of goodies from Bluestone Restaurant.

• Obtain a $50 gift certificate from Home Depot,
which went towards the purchase of a tree trim-
mer.

• Contact several military branches to request vol-
unteers – members of the Coast Guard and Army
showed up!

 
Early on the day, the alley was filled with volunteers
working with rakes, shovels, chain saws, clippers,

and brooms, and filling tarps, trash cans and trash
bags which were then dragged to the top of the alley 
where the dumpster was placed (because the middle
of the alley was too blocked to access). Later, another
neighbor showed up with his truck to help with the
uphill hauling. The dumpster was filled by mid-
morning. By the end of the day the transformation
was amazing.
 
Thank you, Diane! And thanks to all the neighbors
who pitched in to help. There is still work to be done,
so Diane is planning another clean-up in September,
which will be publicized – and the armed  forces vol-
unteers promise to return to help!

Limit Alley clean-up
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Your Community Needs YOU
The strength of any community depends on its residents’

willingness to devote time and effort to keeping it healthy.

During the past year, many Idlewylde residents have
worked in different ways to help keep Idlewylde thriving.

Working through the community association or on their

own, they have organized social events like the recent ice
cream social, the annual community picnic, holiday

children’s parties, and Santa’s “Wylde Ride” at Christmas.

They have served on the Board of the ICA, pursued
the enforcement of property codes and zoning

requirements, and worked with the owners and developers
of property in the neighborhood to ensure that uses are

appropriate for the community.

Volunteers organized the Idlewylde garden tour, a
children’s play group at the hall, the Limit Alley cleanup

and the annual dumpster day. Volunteers write, publish

and distribute the monthly community association news-
letter, and keep up the Idlewylde Facebook page, website,

and Yahoo group. They manage the ICA’s affairs at the

hall, and help to maintain and improve the hall. They or-
ganize general community meetings to keep residents in-

formed, organize and participate in Citizens on Patrol, and

work closely with Idlewylde’s elected representatives and
with the County police on specific issues.

There’s always something that needs doing in the

community. Because the residents who do volunteer jug-
gle their efforts with personal, family, and job responsibil-

ities, there’s always a need for more residents to get in-

volved. This is a call to each resident to consider what you
can do to help.

If you can see something that needs doing, please con-
sider not just pointing it out but stepping up to help deal

with it. The ICA board stands ready and willing to offer

assistance, advice, and often funding. If you’re interested
in getting more involved in your community but don’t

have a particular project in mind, please let the board

know, and you can be contacted when a need arises. Just
give your name and contact information to any of the

board members listed in this newsletter.

Please consider getting involved to keep Idlewylde the
strong and thriving neighborhood it is today. Thanks!

– Dana Reed

High school redistricting update
Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) faces a shortfall

of 1,700 high school seats in 10 years, so they are devel-

oping solutions to current and prospective capacity issues.
Redistricting is included in 4 of the 7 scenarios currently

being considered.  Based on feedback during this round,

revised scenarios will be presented in September.
It is highly likely that changes for THS will be in-

cluded in whatever plans BCPS ends up pushing forward.

THS has a current capacity of 1,260 students, and 1,553

students enrolled in 2017-18. Thus it is overcrowded now

(123% capacity). By 2027 it is projected to be at 160%
capacity (2,009 students). 

It is important to keep in mind that all of the high
schools surrounding THS are projected to be over-capac-

ity by 2027 except GW Carver, which is a magnet school

that does not have a boundary and accepts students from
all areas of the county. That means seats have to be added

somewhere to address capa-city needs of high schools in

our area. Where they are added will be key in determining
what areas of the current THS district are impacted by re-

districting.

Both Dulaney HS and Parkville HS currently have a
capacity of around 2000 students, so BCPS is not likely to

enlarge them. Loch Raven HS currently has a capacity of

975 students, which is smaller than Dumbarton MS (1,114
student capacity), and sits on a 46-acre site. THS’s 27-acre

site  is small for a high school, and a stream running

through it further limits its ability to accommodate a high
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school with a capacity of 2000 students. While some addi-

tional capacity can be added to THS by replacing it with a
new school, there is a good chance that the boundary will

also have to be adjusted to prevent over-crowding.

This does not mean that our community is more likely
to be removed from the THS boundary than other areas,

but we should all remain alert and engaged as the Capacity

Study moves forward. 
If the boundary is changed, a Boundary Study Com-

mittee will draft potential new boundaries for THS, which

are ultimately voted on by the BCPS Board of Education
(according to BCPS Rule 1280). The Boundary Study

Committee is comprised of principals from each of the

schools included in the boundary study, a teacher from
each of the affected schools, two parents from each of the

affected schools, a representative of the Board’s area edu-

cation advisory council that serves the schools included in
the boundary study, and BCPS administrative staff. The

process also includes several opportunities for community
input, and all meetings of the Boundary Study Committee

are open to the public. 

Resources

1) BCPS website for information on the High School

Capacity Study: http://www.bcps.org/system/high-
school-capacity-study.html

2) Information on BCPS policy regarding commu-

nity input on school boundary changes:
https://www.bcps.org/SYSTEM/policies_rules/rule

s/1000Series/RULE1280.pdf

3) BCPS 2017 Student Counts report:
https://bit.ly/2NE3EN7

– Aimee Freeman

Idlewylde Community Association

FALL GENERAL MEETING

Ê

Wednesday, September 26 at 7:30 PM

Idlewylde Hall, 6301 Sherwood Rd

Ê

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

OLD MEMBERS WELCOME BACK!

Ê

We will elect officers for 2017-18 and conduct any
other business.

Ê

This meeting is for members of the ICA. If you aren’t
currently a member, you’ll be able to join or renew
at the door.

 IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

BOARD (2017-18)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com 
John Keenan, Vice-Pres., 410-377-0563 keenan32@comcast.net
Dana Reed, Treasurer, 443-869-3670 daanrd@comcast.net
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03-@aim.com
  At-large members: 
Cynthia Jabs, 410-377-7252 bomsterjab@comcast.net
Sarah McDonough, 410-245-7454 sarahamcdonough@-gmail.com
Jamie Kass, 410-377-6728 Jamie.kass@cbmove.com
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com
Peggy Squitieri, 410-377-5722 pashannon@verizon.net

OTHER OFFICERS
Citiz e n s  o n  P a tro l

Director: Katie McCabe, 301-922-2743 ktmccabe2@gmail.com
M e m b e rs h ip  Se c re t a ry

Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com

All m e m b e rs  o f  th e  ICA a re  w e lc o m e  a t m o n th ly  b o a rd
m e e tin g s , b u t p le a s e  c o n ta c t a  b o a rd  m e m b e r to  c o n -
f i rm  tim e  an d  p la c e .

IDLEWYLDE NEWS
P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 

Editor: Paul Romney (410-377-0748)
Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass

Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at

idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.
Ad v e rt is in g  Ra t e s  

¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members
½ page: $35 members, $75 non-members
Full-page insert: one-sided $200, two-sided $250
Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
Payment. Send check payable to “Idlewylde Community Associa-
tion” to ICA at PO Box above.

I d le w y ld e  Ne w s  is the newsletter of the ICA. 
755 copies are printed bi-monthly for door-to-door distribution,
and each issue is posted on idlewylde,org.

Community Meeting

BCPS High School

Redistricting Issue

Sunday, August 12, 7 PM

Idlewylde Hall
6301 Sherwood Rd

Updates will be posted online
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County services at your fingertips
A new Baltimore County app for mobile devices lets
residents easily request services, report issues in their
community, pay property taxes and parking and
speeding tickets, access news and social media feeds,
register for push notifications,
and more. The app is offered free
to Android and iPhone users and
may be downloaded from their
respective app stores.
    BaltCoGo lets you get accurate
information on County services
and report your concerns. You
can use the app to report issues
like potholes, missed trash or re-
cycling pick-ups, abandoned ve-
hicles, building and development
issues, neighborhood concerns
like sidewalk problems or tall
grass and weeds, pet and animal
issues like stray dogs, concerns
with rental properties and much
more. Anyone who submits a re-
quest or complaint will receive an
email response and can also mon-
itor the status of their request.
    The app offers a centralized
location for you to engage with
County government and be direc-
ted to the proper agency to get
information and access services,
without having to call or visit
agencies. It allows you to sign up
for individualized push notifica-
tions, including reminders about
your trash and recycling collec-
tion days. You will need to estab-
lish a free online account with the
County by providing your name,
email address and phone number.

Online services accessible
through the app include:
• applying for housing assis-

tance vouchers, rental housing
licenses, animal licenses and
residential parking permits;

• paying property taxes; park-
ing, red light and speed cam-
era violations; and fees for pet

spay and neuter services;
• accessing County maps that show zoning, historic

districts, voting locations, bicycle facilities, road
closures, GIS  data., etc.


