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Councilman David Marks pre-

sents Karen Bracken with a cer-

tificate of a Baltimore County

Council resolution honoring her

for her tireless and effective

work for Idlewylde and the Idle-

wylde Community Association. 

Lending support is ICA President

Tom Lattanzi.  Karen is moving

to Florida.

Idlewylde and the ICA: Parting Thoughts
Adios, vecinos! As I pull away from my Idlewylde
curb to explore the wilds of Florida, I want to leave
some thoughts in my wake. Foremost is the wish that
Idlewylde and its wonderful folks continue to enjoy
serenity, prosperity and the comfort of a strong com-
munity.

I also have some hard-won observations to leave
with you as a departing member of the ICA Board.
Unlike some of our surrounding neighborhoods,
where membership in the community association is
mandatory, here it occurs because of an individual's
concern for the community and its environs – it comes
from the heart or the head. Elsewhere it may cost you
up to $200, here you show your commitment with
only $15 or $20 – the cost of a large pizza or a two-
some at the movies. And if you forgo that pizza, what
do you get?  A special bond to your neighborhood,
and the assurance that the ICA will work both for you
personally and for the greater good because you have

shown that you care.
The ICA does “events” – the Halloween party, the

block party, sometimes a Valentine’s party. Santa
touring the neighborhood on a fire truck. I’ve heard
that some people think that’s all it does. But, folks,
that’s just the icing on the cake. The ICA does much
more. 

The ICA does battle for Idlewylde – on school
issues, zoning concerns, law enforcement, infrastruc-
ture improvements, and a myriad of community initia-
tives. And when it does, the more of you are mem-
bers, the stronger its voice is.

Membership level is seen as an indicator of an
Association’s authority to speak for the community.
So membership of the ICA is an important expression
of your commitment to the community.

I can't urge you enough to join the ICA. Your
membership matters. Idlewylde is nothing if not you.

* * *
For neighbors with a bit of time to spare, there are
other levels of involvement. The Block Captains are
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our foot soldiers, tramping your streets to deliver the
Idlewylde News six times a year and maybe the odd
flier (or community directory) between times. Don't
forget to acknowledge them with a wave and a heart-
felt "Thanks" for taking such good care of you.

The Board, chosen annually at the September
General Meeting, attends to the long-term needs of
our neighborhood and to the issues, large and small,
which crop up in a community of more than 700
households.

The Board ensures that there is a newsletter, a
web site, and a community directory. It sponsors and
organizes community events like the block party and
the Halloween party, the annual yard sale and dump-
ster day. It looks after our finances; it sees that our
non-profit status is maintained and taxes are paid; it
maintains and manages our community hall. It serves
as a point of contact with neighboring community
associations, with the Greater Towson Council, with
Baltimore County and bureaucratic entities at various
levels.

Thanks to the Board’s leadership, there are not 56
new townhouses at the top of Sherwood "Lane" or a
parking-hungry Type III assisted-living facility at the
corner of Sherwood and Regester. Got an issue with
incessantly barking dogs or a dilapidated rental prop-
erty on your block? The Board is there to help.

Then there are the positive benefits. Led by its
Board, the ICA played a crucial role in installing
decorative street-lamps and traffic-calming devices in
the Sherwood Rd business strip, and in transforming
the old Genstar quarry into Overlook Park instead of
the housing development that was originally planned
for the site.

* * *
Finally, there is another level of involvement that
many people could – and I feel should – set as their
goal for helping out the ICA. This is where you take
the initiative to get one small (or large!) job done,
perhaps because you personally are interested in it.
Board members can easily get burned out when al-
most everything is left up to them – when they run
around week after week, now putting up Yard Sale
signs on Regester, now raking out the litter around
the Hall, and now cutting out the skeletons for the
Halloween party.

Do you want Idlewylde to have its traditional

Halloween Party? Lend a hand with set-up and clean-
up. Or take charge of it one time, and they will walk
you through the basics and the budget.

Dumpster Day?  Sign up for a shift on the day. 
The Yard Sale? Volunteer to run our ads in the

Towson Times and on Craiglist, and to get the signs
posted on Regester and Sherwood in good time. 

Fourth of July float? Bring the Board a plan.
Right now we’re looking for a Citizens on Patrol

Director, and maybe soon a new Webmaster for the
idlewylde.net web site.

What I am saying is that wonderful things can
continue or develop if you will not only bring the
Board an idea or a proposal but volunteer to help
make it happen. Idlewylde is nothing if not you.

* * *
OK. I will get down from the soapbox. Believe it

or not, it makes me dizzy up there. I will get ready for
the 890 mile drive with only my cat as a sounding
board. So, again, I say Adios, dear neighbors! – and I
say it with regret.

– Karen Bracken

Are you looking for Adventure?

T h e n  g e t  re a d y  to  jo in

Boy Scout Troop 792

We provide a challenging outdoor based program for
boys ages 11 to 18. You’ll learn the practical and
leadership skills needed to enjoy the wide range of
activities the great outdoors has to offer.  Get ready
for rafting, cycling, hiking, climbing, caving, shoot-
ing, archery, swimming, sports, sailing and more! 

For questions or additional information about
joining Boy Scout Troop 792, please contact La rry
B e a rd e n  at 443-465-9606 or M art in  Sa y lo r
at 443-564-5373.

Dumpster Day will be on the morning of Saturday, Sept.
15. The Block Party will be that afternoon. The ICA Fall
General Meeting will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 19
at 7.30 pm.

Join the Idlewylde Community Yahoo! Group. Go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Idlewylde_community,
click on the blue “Join This Group” button, and follow the
instructions. We are now over 200 members!
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C L A S S I F I E D

ARTS
Piano lessons are available in Idlewylde.  Summer is a
great time to start!  Children and adults are welcome. 
20+ years teaching experience.  For more information
contact Carolyn Weglein at little1way@aol.com or
410-377-5323.
Art Lessons. Beginning to advanced.  Drawing and
painting, watercolors, oils and pastels for children and
adults, College professor with BFA and MA degrees. 
Please call Bonnie Printz at 410-377-9342.

 HOME AND GARDEN
Registered Daycare Provider has two full time openings
available for ages 2 and up available immediately. Lov-
ing, learning, spacious, fun and clean environment. Li-
censed in Idlewylde since 1990. Excellent references.
Contact Susan Gourley at (410) 377-3371 or
susan083@hotmail.com. 
Babysitting/Petsitting. Hi! My name is Caroline Krohn.
I am a 20 year old college student and a lifelong resident
of Idlewylde. I am interested in baby-sitting and pet-sit-
ting this summer!  I am available Friday through Monday
and all evenings!  I love children and pets and have spent
two summers working as a counselor at the Towson Rec
and Parks "Summer Playground" held at Stoneleigh Ele-
mentary as well as two years of experience working at
Gilman's lower school after school program.  I can be
reached at 410-377-0907.

Babysitting/Pet Sitting/Housesitting. Cassie Springer is
16 yrs old, Red Cross certified, responsible, and loves
children and animals. Siblings Jake (21) and Morgan
(19) are in college but return home for breaks and can
also be available. Please call 410-377-8060 for more
information.
Light hauling/towing. Home Depot, landfill, etc.
Dennis Crawford, 410-960-2442.

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 66106,
Baltimore, MD 21239, www.idlewylde.net. Dues are $20 for 1-year
membership, or $30 for 2-year membership. Please contact Member-
ship Director.

BOARD (2011-12): Tom Lattanzi, President 410-377-9172; Kim
Deinlein, Vice-President 410-812-6908; John Keenan, Treasurer
410-377-0563; Cynthia Jabs, Secretary 410-377-7252; Karen Brack-
en, 410-377-8811; Paul Romney, 410-377-0748; Martin Saylor, 410-

377-2357. The Board usually meets at the Community Hall on the

first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.  All members are welcome,
but please contact a board member to confirm time and place.

OTHER OFFICERS: Membership Director: Marcia Ferguson, 410-
377-0887; Webmaster, Dori Stickles, 410-377-0455.

IDLEWYLDE NEWS, (P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239;
Editor: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748; Distributor: Jamie Kass, 410-
377-6728) is the newsletter of the Idlewylde Community Associa-
tion. Advertising rates: ¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members; ½
page: $35 members, $75 non-members; full-page insert: (one-sided)
$150 members, $250 non-members, (two-sided) $200 members,
$300 non-members.  Classified listings free for members of ICA.
Send check to ICA at PO Box above.

Idlewylde News is the newsletter of the Idlewylde Community
Association. 755 copies of each issue are printed for distribution.
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The 2012 Idlewylde Garden Tour 
This occurred Saturday, June 16, under beautiful blue
skies and comfortable temperatures topping off in the
low 80s.  Twenty yards in our community of different
sizes and shapes were on display, each offering its
own unique design: small, shady “woodland” gardens,
large, sun-bathed yards, and everything in between.

If you were able to attend the tour this year you
would have seen a beautiful rose garden, several
water gardens, and mature, manicured gardens, as
well as remarkable palm trees and woodland gardens. 
If you have ever wondered what to plant in our area
this was your chance to see what other neighbors
have planted and what works well.  On hand were

many experienced gardeners who were happy to
answer questions and offer gardening advice.  Some
even offered a cool drink and cookies or a seedling
from their garden.

Many thanks to those who so generously offered
their yard for all to enjoy.  For those of us who gar-
den, we can appreciate the hard work that goes into
getting the garden ready.  For those who don’t yet
garden, let’s just say that gardening isn’t for the faint
of heart!

Listed are your neighbors who graciously hosted
this year’s Garden Tour.  We thank them for their
generosity.

– Jamie Kass, Idlewylde Garden Club

Elin & Mike Blondell
Linda Dobry

Mariah Gillis & Marc Raley
John Gregg

Donald & Christine Hart
Idlewylde United Methodist Church

Betty Jenkins

Diana Jones
Jamie & Henry Kass

Chirantan & Rosemary Mukhopadhyay
Steve Peavy & Jane Selewach 

Janice &  Darrold Phillips
Mary & Jason Quick

Marlene Skipper

Louise Stevenson & Cliff Trent
Joe & Cara Stiars

Brett Berliner & Sharon Stowers
Yoran & Gila Unguru

Eileen Witte
Sandra Zoll


