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A P P R O V E D !
MD Board of Public Works okays
hall rehab and upgrade grant

On August 12, the state Board of Public Works
signed off on the $75,000 grant sought by the ICA to
fund repairs and upgrades to our ageing community
hall. Our application, sponsored by Delegate Steve
Lafferty under the state’s Legislative Bond Initiative, 
was approved by the legislature last year but the pro-
cess was slowed down by red tape, including the
need to get the hall appraised. The ongoing Covid
crisis didn’t help, of course.

Now the grant is real, the board means to forge
ahead with the rehab and upgrade plans developed by
our neighbor Bryan Fisher, who is an architect. These
include a new ceiling, doors, indoor and outdoor
lighting, and major kitchen upgrades, as well as cer-
tain exterior improvements. We also expect to install
external security cameras.

Because of covid, the board canceled all event
bookings at least for the rest of this year. (The deci-
sion was taken when Maryland’s infection stats had
fallen quite low, but it’s looking good now!) It is
hoped that the work can be completed during the
booking hiatus.

* * *
Our LBI application mentioned the hall’s value as a
resource not just for Idlewylde but neighboring com-
munities too. Following the success of the two Red
Cross blood donation sessions in the spring, we’ve
been discussing regular use of the hall for that pur-
pose.. 

Fall events will depend on the hall renovation
schedule, but any dates will be announced online
and, time permitting, in the newsletter.

DUMPSTER DAY! 

See over

ICA Fall General Meeting
Covid continues to keep the ICA in lockdown. In
March we had to cancel the spring general meeting.
The summer has gone by without the ice-cream fla-
vored events that let us all meet each other in the
open air.

We can’t cancel the fall GM, because that’s when
we elect a new board and review the annual financial
statements. But, regretfully, the board has decided
that this meeting has to be held on Zoom. So here’s
what’s going to happen.

Every member who’s given us their email will
receive an invitation link to the meeting. If you don’t
already have the software, you’ll be prompted to
download it when you click on the link. It’s pretty
easy. You don’t need an account.

The sending of the invitation will be announced
on social media (the Idlewylde Google Group, Face-
book, and anything else that comes to mind). If
you’re a member and don’t receive it, it’s probably
because we don’t have your email on record. If
you’re interested in the meeting, email the member-
ship secretary (info on page 4). He should be able to
confirm that you’re a member, and will send you the
invitation.

State Senator Chris West, Del. Cathi Forbes and
Councilman David Marks have been invited to join
us.

Idlewylde Community Association

FALL GENERAL MEETING

Ê

Tuesday, September 29 at 7:00 PM

º ON ZOOM »

Ê

We will elect officers for 2020-21 and conduct any
other business.

Ê

This meeting is for members of the ICA. Membership
for 2019-20 is valid for this meeting.
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There will be a Dumpster day!
It’s slated for Saturday, Sept. 26 and, as usual, it will
be in the hall parking lot. Once again Ben Larson
will be presiding. Our thanks to Ben!

The dumpsters are usually in place by 8 a.m., and
we will continue to accept trash until midday unless
we’ve filled up the dumpsters before then.

Please note that the following items cannot be
accepted:
• Large stumps, or wood/logs in excess of 8 inches

in diameter or 6 feet long.
• Flammable or hazardous materials and liquids,

paint, or pesticides, including batteries and oil.
• Tires or any appliances.
• Electronics or televisions.
• Recyclables (put them out for your weekly recyc-

ling pickup).
Also, please don’t bring yard waste that can be put
out for the bi-weekly yard waste pickup.

 Lawn mowers and other powered items must be
completely empty of gasoline.

Ben asks that masks be worn. He regrets

that, to maintain social distancing, help with
handling items will be limited.

Your Community Association Needs You! 
ICA membership runs from September to September,
and the annual mailing, with its handy return envel-
ope, should be landing in your mail box around the
time you’re reading this.

So why is there also an insert in this newsletter?
Well, Your Community Association Needs You! And
as we know, the US Postal Service is going through a
funny time. So we’re making darn sure our message
reaches you.

After all, we already offer you two ways to pay
dues. There’s the traditional check in the mail, which
is what that handy return envelope is for. And there’s
the online PayPal method. Go to idlewylde.org and
click on the blue button at the top of the page.

This has been a frustrating year for the ICA, since
the pandemic shut us down along with everything
else. No spring meeting, no community yard sale, no
ice cream socials at Overlook Park. But there have
been some bright spots. We had two successful Red
Cross events in the spring, and our LBI grant is final-
ly a Go. And it’s good to know that there’s a dump-
ster day coming up.

The ICA exists to inform and rally the commu-
nity, and to voice the community’s views on matters
of common interest. Its power comes from the com-
munity, and that means you. As the slogan on our
membership mailing says, Idlewylde is nothing with-
out you.

You can help the ICA help the community by
joining at the very low cost of $20 (optional for sen-
iors households). And you can help even more by
taking an active role. We’re all volunteers, most of us
with day jobs, and the more the hands, the lighter the
work. If you value the ICA’s mission and would like
to help out, please contact ICA president Pete Ismay
(info on page 4).

IDLEWYLDE NEWS

P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 

Editor: Paul Romney (410-377-0748)

Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass

Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.

Ad v e rti s in g  R a te s  Ad v e rti s in g  R a te s  

¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members

½ page: $35 members, $75 non-members

Full-page insert: one-sided $200, two-sided $250

Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
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Another USPS funny time

As most readers know, our

membership mailing includes a

return envelope with our P.O.

Box address. Delivery should

be fairly foolproof. Right? 

To be fair, to our knowledge

this has only happened once.

This year we ask our members to consider an addi-
tional goodwill offering to help defray operational
costs for Idlewylde Hall, which has been closed for
rentals since mid-March. No amount is too small –
even a few extra dollars would help with our utility,
insurance and tax bills. We thank you for your
generosity in these difficult times.

Regester Avenue closure
Regester will be closed at Wardman Rd from 9/14
until 9/17 to install manholes, and then from 9/18
until 9/25 between 9AM and 3PM to install pipes.
This is presumably the latest step in the never-ending
effort to deal with groundwater issues in the 600
block of Kingston Rd.

The problem is Chinquapin Run – or, rather, the
fact that we built Stoneleigh, Anneslie and Idlewylde
over it. Before that, the Run rose where the 600 block
now is. Trouble is, a century later it’s still – or again
– rising where the 600 block now is. The digging in
the 6300 block of Banbury a few years ago, the re-
cent work on Walker Ave, and now this installation
of new drainage, are all supplementary to what’s
bubbling up on Kingston.

Let’s hope the County finally gets this fixed. Per-
haps they can then think about fixing Idlewylde’s
longstanding stormwater problems.

The 2020 census
The U.S. Census Bureau will end the 2020 Census
count four weeks early, on Wednesday, Sept. 30.

If you have not completed your 2020 Census
form, there's still time, but time’s running out.

If you have already submitted your 2020 Census
form, please encourage your family members, friends
and neighbors to complete their questionnaires. It's
quick, easy and secure.

To make your voice heard and get counted,
please respond:

Online at my2020census.gov;
By Phone at 844-330-2020;
By Mail: send your 2020 Census response form to
the U.S. Census Bureau's National Processing
Center at

U.S. Census Bureau
National Processing Center
1201 E. 10th Street
Jeffersonville, IN 47132.

The census helps allocate federal dollars to Mary-
land, including funds for schools, hospitals, commu-
nity health clinics, affordable housing, transportation
projects and many other vital programs. The census
also ensures that every Maryland community is fairly
represented in Congress.

For more information, visit 2020census.gov or
census.maryland.gov.
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Idlewylde’s dark past
A restrictive covenant is a legally binding condition that

limits what you can do on or with your property. Nowa-
days, in built-up areas like ours, those restrictions are

imposed by zoning regulations. But when Idlewylde was

first developed, more than a century ago, Baltimore Coun-
ty had no general zoning regulations. A neighborhood’s

residential character had to be protected by restrictions

written into each title deed.
Accordingly, the deeds issued by the Idlewylde Realty

Company contained seven restrictive covenants. The first

prohibited use of the property for the brewing, distilling,
or sale of spirituous or malt liquors, or as a tavern, drink-

ing saloon, bone-boiling establishment, tannery, slaughter-
house, glue, soap, candle, starch, or gunpowder factory,

“or for other offensive or dangerous purposes.” Others

controlled the positioning of houses, fences and outbuild-
ings. One forbade the erection of any house costing less

than $1,500.

After a while, the company stopped spelling out the
restrictions in full and began issuing deeds that cite the

covenants in a particular deed from 1926. But by then

most of the unsold lots had been transferred to the Cityco
Realty Company (I don’t know why, since both compa-

nies were owned by the same person), and Cityco deeds

continued to state the covenants in full, though in slightly
different words.

* * *

This matters because both lists contain one covenant that
was nothing special at the time but shocks us today as an

echo of a darker past.

 We can tell it was nothing special at the time because
it comes third in the Idlewylde Realty list and fifth in the

Cityco list. Not “first and foremost.” Not “last but not
least.” Just an item in a list.

The Idlewylde Realty covenant states that any lot or

building “shall never be rented leased or sold transferred
or conveyed to nor shall the same be occupied exclusively

by any negro or colored person or person of negro blood.”

Essentially, it meant that black people could only lawfully
live in Idlewylde as servants.

This is made clear in the Cityco version, which pro-

hibits the property from being “leased sold transferred to
or occupied by any negro or person of negro descent. This

provision however not to include occupancy by servants

or any employee of owner or occupant” of the property.
Cityco deeds included this language right up to 1948,

when the US Supreme Court declared exclusionary coven-

ants to be unconstitutional and unenforceable. By then,
however, as lots were re-sold, Idlewylde deeds were tend-

ing to use a short form that just cited the restrictions in the

preceding deed instead of spelling them out. 
That continued into the 1950s, precisely because the

racist covenant was just one item in a list and the others

remained lawful. What put an end to it, I suspect, was the

general zoning regulations the County adopted in 1955.
It seems  unlikely that any current Idlewylde title deed

contains such language, and even if it did the racist exclu-

sion would be ineffectual thanks to the Supreme Court
decision of 1948. However, new state legislation suppor-

ted by the ICA permits any Maryland property-owner who

believes that their property is subject to an  unlawfully
restrictive covenant, and can demonstrate it to the satisfac-

tion of the County Attorney’s office, to apply for the deed

to be revised to remove the unlawful language without
paying the usual fee. Pete Ismay assures me that this ap-

plies to Idlewylde too.

– Paul Romney

You can trace your chain of ownership back to the
original grant using the Maryland State Archives
Plats.net database. Use the Real Property Search to
access your property data, note the book/page num-
ber of the oldest deed listed under “Transfer Infor-
mation”, then go to Land Records and enter the data
where indicated. Each deed cites its predecessor, so
you’ll be able to trace the chain of ownership in the
county Circuit Court records all the way back to the
original deed.

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

BOARD (2019-20)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com 

Jessica Brown, VP, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com

Todd Studeny, Treasurer, 301-752-3904 toddms@hotmail.com

Elizabeth Melia, Secretary, 410-372-0533 memelia@verizon.net

  At-large members: 

Diane Christopher 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com

Tim Johnson, 443-414-3356, timjohnson33@yahoo.com

Duncan Keir, VP, 410-409-5231 duncankeir76@gmail.com
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com

Peggy Squitieri, 410-377-5722 pashannon@verizon.net

OTHER OFFICERS
idlewylde.org

Webmaster: Jessica Brown (info above)

Citizens on Patrol

Director: Katie McCabe, 301-922-2743 ktmccabe2@gmail.com

Membership Secretary

Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com
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