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THE ICA OFFERS HEARTY THANKS TO OUR MEMBERS WHO

RALLIED TO OUR APPEAL FOR A DONATION TO HELP WITH 

HALL EXPENSES DURING THE PANDEMIC!
 

Binh Nguyen and Holly Knipp * Chris and Toni Sillars * Sarah Allen * Mary Dunn and Robert Connaghan

Donna Gugel and Timothy Eastman * Ben Larson * Denis Flowers and Marlene Rodman

Holly Morgan and Jonathan Queitzsch * Pam Williams and Bob Bindeman * Mark and Joanne Lippy
Eileen Witte * Jessica Secrest and Robert Horner * Jen and Aris Cleanthous * Henry and Jamie Kass

Steven Peavy and Jane Selewach * Art and Bonnie Houseman * Rebecca Gowen

John and Debbie Schmidt * Regina Franco * Diane Christopher * Betty Jenkins

Hita Adwanikar and Shreesh Mysore * Susan Raley-Lyon and George Raley * Maria Wetherington

Robbin and Norman Jacobs * Dina and James McNeal * Alexandra and Michael Keeling

Patrick and Diane Sheckells * Mary Mueller and Paul Benson * Vivian Kreller * Alli Wolk and Sam Jacobson
Maggie DelCampo and Jim Magnuson * Jodie and Chris Hey * George and Christine Roberts

Liz and Ed Craig * Casimir and Cheryl Armstrong * Tim and Dorrie Reid * Joan and Debra Webb

Dawn and Steve Converse * Karen Rohr and Ric Chiapetta * Maureen LeVine

Jack and Mary McWilliams * Vera Case and Dave Plank * Kevin and Stephanie Foy * Mary Nossel

Mary Porter and Ron Freeman * Joe and Dot Tassone * Carlos Rivero and Winona Mayo

Thank you all very much!
The first flood of membership mailings for 2020-21
has begun to ease. It’s always a pleasure when they
start to flow in.

There are what I think of as “the usual suspects,”
who join year after year, regular as clockwork. They
do so to express their commitment to the community,
and to the idea of community. Knowing of their
commitment strengthens mine.

Then there are the first-timers – sometimes new-
comers to Idlewylde, sometimes folks who have had
time to feel out Idlewylde and the ICA’s place in it. 

Some members write a little message along the
lines of “Thanks for all your hard work.” I take this
opportunity to pass that on to everyone who volun-
teers for the ICA and the community, either as board

members or officers of the ICA, newsletter distribu-
tors, or helpers with events and activities throughout
the year.

Some members put a little extra on their check –
quite a few when you add the senior citizens who
enclose a check even though they don’t have to.

This year, we have to acknowledge all our mem-
bers who responded for our appeal for help while the
hall is shut down by the pandemic. More than a few of
you gave more than a little extra. Your board salutes
this encouraging demonstration of community spirit in
a difficult time.
• We are sorry to lose Jessica Brown from the

board owing to work and family obligations.
She’s still running our web site and Facebook
page.
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Why ICA?
Recently a member told the board about trying to get
a neighbor to join the ICA. Apparently the neighbor
replied that, before he forked over $20, he wanted to
know what he was getting.

OK, then. Section 3 of the ICA by-laws is a mis-
sion statement. You can read it at idlewylde.org. It
contains several items, but they boil down to three big
ones: socializing, service, and community protection. 

Obviously, we’ve gone a bit light on the socializ-
ing this year. Indoor events were out of the question,
and even a repeat of last year’s ice-cream socials at
the park seemed risky. We did a bit better on the ser-
vice side. The usual May community yard sale was
ditched, but we did stage Dumpster Day, and Santa
will be visiting Idlewylde as usual. And an important
innovation: blood donation events at the hall.

Arguably, though, all the above is just icing on the
cake. You can find the nitty-gritty in by-law 3C: “To
maintain the appearance of, and protect and improve
residential property values in, Idlewylde.” This means
one-off interventions in situations that threaten the
quality of life of the community or particular resid-
ents, and it means constant attention to ongoing prob-
lems.

Last year we appeared before the zoning commis-
sion to defeat an application by absentee property-
owners to build a house on an undersized lot. We
successfully opposed an application for a lottery li-
cence on the commercial block of Sherwood Rd,
where there were already two licensees. A few years
ago we defeated an application to build a grossly
oversized dollar store opposite the community hall.
That cost money (more than $20!), since we hired a
lawyer. 

When a county-wide school re-districting was
looming, we rallied the community to protect our now
90-year-old connection to Stoneleigh ES. Earlier, we
had also protected it by challenging proposed housing
developments at the Genstar site and the Stoneleigh
Woods. The former campaign gave us Overlook Park.
The latter didn’t save the woods, but it diminished the
proposed development from 56 to 36 homes and got it
designated as a 50-plus community. That cost way
more than $20 in legal fees.

Other campaigns are long-haul efforts or never-
ending. It took more than a decade of paying atten-
tion, including an appearance before the Zoning Com-
missioner, before the gutted hulk of the old Armacost

nursing home became today’s Blair House. It was the
ICA that got the traffic-calming bump-outs and fancy
street lighting installed on the Sherwood Road busi-
ness block, and its tidiness and safety is a constant
concern.

Just a week ago, the board was consulted by a
member who wanted to stop a neighboring home (also
absentee-owned) being advertised as suitable for an
illegal use. And even as I was writing this, another
development issue came down the pipe that’s too new
even to talk about here.

The ICA is the community organized for action. In
the words of a former president, the ICA does battle
for Idlewylde. And here’s the thing. You can get all
that without joining the ICA – and most of the service
and socializing too – and save your 20 bucks. But you
can only get it because your neighbors forked out their
20 bucks.

Back in the days when Idlewylde social media
was a Yahoo listserve called idlebuzz, I asked a lead-
ing buzzer why she and her husband never signed up
for the ICA. She said she didn’t care for the social
events.

Well I didn’t care much either, but I knew that the
ICA was about more than spaghetti suppers and
Valentine’s Day. That neighbor did join years later,
when she realized that the ICA could help her deal
with the County about her stormwater run-off issues.

Years ago I’d sometimes write about neighbor-
hood issues in this newsletter under the heading
“Strider’s Corner.” It was a private joke. In The Lord
of the Rings, Aragorn says: “‘Strider’ I am to one fat
man who lives a day’s march from foes that would
freeze his heart, or lay his little town in ruin, if he
were not guarded ceaselessly.”

You never know when the freezy foes may turn up
at your door. Don’t be that fat man. Join the ICA.

– Paul Romney

Dumpster Day
We all thank Ben Larson for organizing and

supervising  the event on September 26, and

Ben wants to thank Dennis Crawford for help-

ing out as he regularly does.

Kudos, too, to the  group of volunteers who

weeded and clipped and generally cleaned up

the grounds around the Hall despite the rain. 
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ICA Fall General Meeting
Owing to the prevailing Covid-19 pandemic, the
meeting was held online. Members heard from State
Senator Chris West (District 42), and Amanda Carr of
the County Executive’s office. Sen. West spoke main-
ly on voting procedures for the upcoming election.
Ms. Carr reviewed various County initiatives, includ-
ing the Towson Circulator Feasibility Study. She
affirmed that the repaving of Litchfield and Parkway
Roads was on the County’s to-do list.

Turning to ICA business, President Pete Ismay
thanked Jamie Kass for hosting the meeting on Zoom
and Peggy Squitieri for setting up the online balloting.
Pete announced the results of the balloting for the
Board of Trustees for 2020-21 (see p. 3 for the new
board). He noted that the ICA membership had also
appointed the members of the new board to represent
the Association in zoning matters before the County
Board of Appeals. 

After a year-end financial report from Treasurer
Todd Studeny, Pete summarized the proposed commu-
nity hall renovations, partly funded by the $75,000
state Legislative Bond Initiative grant awarded in
2019 and endorsed by the Board of Public Works in
August. The construction contract comprises a fairly
comprehensive interior renovation costing about
$90,000. 

The President also updated the meeting on the
status of the proposal to erect a skate park at Overlook
Park.  County Councilman David Marks told us last
fall that he would not endorse the proposal unless he
believed that there was a community consensus in
favor of it. Now Pete reports that the Baltimore Coun-
ty Skateboarding Council has officially withdrawn
this proposal, which is being implemented elsewhere
in the County. However, he is informed that it will be
presenting a new proposal soon.

Pete noted a community member’s request that the
board ask the County to designate the roller-hockey
rink as a skateboarding rink as well. It was suggested
from the floor that Pete should first find out from the
Department of Recreation and Parks what that would
actually entail for use of the rink

Other matters discussed at the meeting included
crime and drug activity in Idlewylde and the status of
the neighborhood’s Citizens on Patrol organization. 

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

BOARD (2019-20)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com 

Tim Johnson, 443-414-3356, timjohnson33@yahoo.com

Todd Studeny, Treasurer, 301-752-3904 toddms@hotmail.com

Elizabeth Melia, Secretary, 410-372-0533 memelia@verizon.net

  At-large members: 

Lesa Bain, lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 810-407-1997

Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com

Jamie Kass, 410-375-9761 Jamie.Kass@cbmove.com

Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com

Peggy Squitieri, 410-377-5722 pashannon@verizon.net

OTHER OFFICERS
idlewylde.org

Webmaster: Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 
Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com

Citizens on Patrol

Director: Katie McCabe, 301-922-2743 ktmccabe2@gmail.com

Membership Secretary

Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com
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Betsy Stocksdale offers

PIANO LESSONS ON THE PORCH!

Did you know that you can still enroll for Covid-19

safe piano lessons? I am currently offering piano

lessons on my front porch, on my Roland stage

piano. We are carefully distanced, wear masks, and

the keyboard and all paraphernalia associated with

teaching are sterilized between students. There is

a 15 minute break between students to ensure that

there is no contact with the family arriving next.

When the weather changes we can go back on-

line on any platform that works for you, which

I've been doing quite successfully since March.

I specialize in children age 3 and older, but

adults can apply. I've been teaching full-time since

1981 and am highly qualified, having a college de-

gree in Music Education and countless higher-level

CE courses over the years. I taught at the Peabody

Preparatory for 13 years. I'm committed to the

best possible education for my students, who play

at a high level, but also committed to a warm,

loving, and enjoyable experience for them. 

To vouch for my abilities as a teacher, I am

currently teaching the children of several past

students! Resumé and references on request. A

free trial lesson is always required to see if we are

well suited.

Thank you, and I look forward to hearing from

you at betsylstocksdale@gmail.com.

IDLEWYLDE NEWS
P.O. Box 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 

Editor: Paul Romney (410-377-0748)
Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass

Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.

Ad v e rt is in g  R a te s  
¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members
½ page: $35 members, $75 non-members

Full-page insert: one-sided $200, two-sided $250
Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
Payment. Send check payable to “Idlewylde Community
Association” to ICA at PO Box above.

Id le w y ld e  N e w s  is the newsletter of the ICA. 760 cop-
ies are printed bi-monthly for door-to-door distribution, and
each issue is posted on idlewylde.org.

Post Office box bungle
Our last issue reported a bungle in 2018, when our
local PO returned to sender as undeliverable a letter
addressed to a box in their own building. Hard to
fathom, but funny.

Imagine my horror when, almost immediately, I
heard it was happening again, and just when our
membership mailing had gone out. Not funny!

I got hold of the box key and rushed to the PO,
half-expecting to find the box so jammed with mail
that you couldn’t squeeze another piece in. Just the
opposite – it was empty. Inquiries revealed that our
rental had lapsed.

Clearly we had dropped the ball. But it turned out
that the PO might not exactly have thrown the ball.
They admitted that, owing to Covid disruption, they
might not have posted the usual renewal reminders.

The mess was sorted out fairly quickly and with
no lasting harm. But a few of you suffered the vexa-
tion and inconvenience of having your membership
mailing returned as undeliverable.

We apologize for our part in the box bungle and
offer special thanks to all who took the trouble to send
in their membership info a second time.

– Paul Romney

Spice Kleinmann

EXTENDS AN INVITATION

Have you wanted to enjoy music and drama with

your pre-school to 2nd grade children or your day-

care but not known where to go to find out how

this could happen? 

Have you wanted to get outside to have educa-

tional fun social distancing? 

I have created  a way to come and facilitate

this with all my props and music and books. 

I would love to talk to you and your pod and

work something out! 

Please let me know if you are interested by

emailing me at spicearoni@gmail.com or get in

touch via my website at www.spicesings.com.



IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

Community Commitment Since 1947

P.O. BOX 66106, BALTIMORE, MD. 21239
www.idlewylde.org

“IDLEWYLDE IS NOTHING IF NOT YOU”

Dear Neighbor,

The Idlewylde Community Association (ICA) exists to promote the welfare and quality of life of Idlewylde
residents. Membership is limited to Idlewylde households. The ICA holds two general meetings a year: one in
March and one in September (when officers for the coming year are elected).

It’s time to sign up for the year 2020–2021. Dues are still $20 per household. 
(Dues optional for households with a majority of members aged 65 or older.)

Please complete the form below to begin/renew your membership. Or do it by PayPal at www.idlewylde.org.

Thank you for supporting the quality of life in Idlewylde!

Your ICA Board

This year we ask you to consider an additional goodwill offering to help defray ongoing
operational costs for Idlewylde Hall, which has been closed for rentals since mid-March. No
amount is too small – even a few extra dollars would help with our utility, insurance and tax
bills. We thank you for your generosity in these difficult times.

Please make checks payable to ICA.
Send to ICA Membership, P.O. Box 66106,
Baltimore, MD 21239

9Renewing member   9New member

9Most members of our household are 65 or
older (optional fee)

9Additional donation: $ ________

9Please add me to the Idlewylde Community
Google Group.

Amount enclosed:  $ _______________

Date: ____________________________ 

Member information

Name(s) __________________________________

__________________________________________

Address __________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Email(s) __________________________________

__________________________________________



Jamie Kass, ABR, CNE, CRS, SRES, 

Realtor® 
410-375-9761 (Cell) 

410-823-2323 (Office) 

Jamie.kass@cbmove.com 

www.buyandsellwithJamie.com 

7402 York Rd, Ste 204, Towson MD 21204 

    

Idlewylde Home Sale Activity for 2020 through 11/27/2020  

Coming Soon–0 Active-2  Under Contract-2  Sold-23 

Thinking about selling? With very low interest rates and low inventory, there is an   
abundance of Buyers out searching for a new home. Now is a great time to sell!  

As your neighborhood expert, I’m happy to offer suggestions of ways to enhance your 

sale.  Call or text me at 410-375-9761  for a free consultation.  

 

 

   910 Overbrook—Under Contract 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths 

Nicely updated with great  
entertainment space! 

Under contract in just 
days on the market with 

multiple offers! 

Contact me if you are 
ready to buy or sell! 



December 8—7:30 pm via Zoom—ICA 
Board meeting* 
 
December 12 8—7:00 pm start time 
Santa Visits Idlewylde with Fire Truck 
Escort!  See insert for his route!   

December 20— ICA Holiday Decorating 
Contest Winners Announced—Check 
Facebook Page and Web Page for List! 
 
January 12, 2021—7:30 pm via Zoom—
ICA Board meeting* 

*ICA Board Meetings are generally held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at 
the Hall. However, due to COVID 19, meetings have been held online via Zoom. Board 
meetings are open to community members, but please confirm date and time of the 
meeting with a Board member as they occasionally change. Community members that wish 
to attend virtual meetings need to let a Board Member know so an invitation to the online 
meeting can be initiated.  

2020 Community Calendar 

 UP TO $40,000 IN FREE MONEY—No Kidding!!! 

Maryland first time homebuyers with up to a $40,000 student loan balance may be 
eligible for a little known program to pay off their debt in full through a grant by 
the state! (Not a loan!)  If you know someone who might benefit from this pro-

gram, please have them contact me and we’ll check to see if they qualify. 

SEEKING ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY AND VETERANS 
There are several programs available to military members and veterans for dis-

counts and rebates. Let me help you access those programs as a way to thank you 

for your service to our country. As a veteran, I understand your unique needs!   

Neighborhood Fun and Games 

As we head back into winter mode, the Social Committee is working to plan at least one socially 
distanced family activity per month.   

In December we will have a children’s scavenger hunt.  One lucky winner will receive a prize.  
Keep an eye out on our Facebook page or website for contest details.   

 

Seeking Ideas for Neighborhood Activities 

We know there are many creative people in our neighborhood so we are sending out a call for 
additional ideas for fun activities.  If you have an idea, please contact Lesa Bain 
(lesa.m.bain@gmail.com) or Jamie Kass (jamie.kass@cbmove.com.)  Thank you!! 

 



From Parkway, turn right on Register →Left at the Light (Sherwood)→ 

Right at first street, Overbrook→ Right at first street, Banbury→ 

Left at first street, Anneslie→ Right at first street, Maplewood→ 

Right at first street, Regester→ Left at 2nd street, Banbury 

Right at first street, Litchfield→ Left onto Maxalea →  

Right at stop sign onto Sherwood→ Left at stop sign onto Litchfield → 

At the 2nd stop sign, Left on Regester→ At the 2nd street, take a right on Loch Hill→  

Right on Loch Raven at the light→ Right at the light on Walker→ 

First right on Lochmedia →Right on Limit/ Falkirk→ Right on Limit→ 

Right on Sherwood→ First left on Overbrook→ First right on Banbury→ 

First right on Regester→ Turn right on the 8th street onto Overbrook → 

Take the 2nd right onto Arran→ First right on Old Orchard→ Left on Regester→ 

Turn left at the light onto Sherwood → Turn left at the first street Arran→ 

Right at dead end onto Overbrook→ Turn right at 4th street, Sherwood → 

Take the first right into Arran → First left into Beverly →Right onto Register → 

First right into Beechwood → Left at dead end into Overbrook → 

First Left onto Crestwood → Right on Register → First right into Sharon → 

Take a right into St. Albans after crossing Overbrook →Left into Beechwood → 

Left onto Sherwood → Right at the light on Walker → Right onto Banbury →  

Continue straight on Banbury →Cross Regester and take 1st right on Litchfield→  

Continue down Litchfield → Turn left onto Maldon → 

Turn right on Parkway at the stop sign → continue back to the church 

Idlewylde Santa Ride 12-12-20 

Fire Truck starts at Regester and Parkway at 7 PM 


