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VOLUNTEERS AT WORK. Left: ICA member Aris Cleanthous responding to our recent appeal for a volun-
teer to fix the damaged Idlewylde sign at the intersection of Regester and Overbrook. Many thanks to him and
to others who also offered help! Right: The triangle where Chinquapin Run flows beneath the Overbrook–Ban-
bury intersection has been lovingly tended for years by ICA member Donald Hart. Similar damage to that sign
was fixed some years ago by ICA members Chris and Toni Sillars, who saw the need and got out their ladder.

THE HALL REHAB is finally under way, inside and
out. The indoor work is being paid for with the help of a
grant voted by the state legislature, but the plantings
are the work of ICA co-Treasurer Jamie Kass. Jamie
thanks the neighbors who donated plants and mulch.

Talking of volunteers ... Many thanks to Daw n
Sc h n e id e rm an , who has been delivering this
newsletter to the 1100 block of Regester for nearly
30 years. And thanks to Do rrie  Re id , who is tak-
ing over from her.
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Help fill “Janet’s Drawers”

WHAT WE NEED (everything must be new in

packages or tags)

• Socks are MOST in demand, especially men’s

(Athletic socks in white and black preferred).

• Women’s socks (any type) Men’s boxers in

medium, large, and X-large.

• Ladies’ underwear - sizes 5 to 10.

• Ladies’ Bras - Sports bras in sizes small, me-

dium, large, and X-large.

Monetary donations are also welcome (cash, or

checks payable to Surprise Shop with “Janet’s

Drawers” in the memo. 

Please don’t delay. The need is urgent. 

Hello, neighbors! I am a junior at Towson High School,

and was motivated to help those less fortunate by an exper-

ience in downtown Baltimore, when my soccer coach and

others gave away a bunch of clothes outside “Our Daily

Bread.” We visited a homeless encampment and left all of

our remaining clothes with the people there, who needed

these winter essentials. I was especially struck by the feel-

ing that in my own city so many people could be in need. 

In the Spring Idlewylde News I read about a program at

the Surprise Shop of Trinity Church in Towson, a thrift/-

consignment shop. It’s called “Janet’s Drawers” and is

named for the volunteer who came up with this play after

witnessing requests that could not be filled. Its purpose is

to collect brand-new underwear, or money to buy it, for

men and women in our community who are in need. 

I visited the shop and was shown “Janet’s Drawers.”

There is achest of drawers in the shop’s entrance hallway

where brand-new underwear is kept. Clients sent over from

the Assistance Center of Towson Churches (ACTC) are

able to get these much-needed items. Most of the clients

are homeless, some are coming directly from the nearby

Baltimore County Detention Center, but all are in need.

The Surprise Shop receives numerous requests for

clothing essentials such as the ones available in “Janet’s

Drawers,” but the drawers are simply not as filled as they

could be. We always have more space. I have been inspired

by the work and history of the Surprise Shop and want to

help them acquire the necessary items to help our own

community. #fillthedrawer 

DROP-OFF SPOTS

The Surprise Shop, 122 Allegheny Avenue, Towson, MD

21204 (Downtown Towson) 

916 Overbrook Road (Idlewylde) 

800 Weatherbee Road, Towson, MD 21286 (Knollwood).

Questions? Contact me at nj.elliott19@gmail.com or The

Surprise Shop, Monday through Saturday, 10 AM to 4 PM,

410-828-9343.

– Nicholas Elliott

Inventor of Idlewylde 21239 

After several years on the ICA board, Michelle List is

stepping down for family reasons.

Michelle has always been one of our most energetic

volunteers. Recently she was responsible for proposing and

organizing the Red Cross blood drives at the community

hall, realizing that it offered the space needed for social

distancing during the pandemic. She has also been repre-

senting the ICA at meetings of Towson Communities

Alliance, which lobbies the Baltimore County government

in behalf of area communities.

Perhaps her most important contribution to our com-

munity was her energetic campaign to stop the US Postal

Service imposing the designation Northwood on the part of

Idlewylde that falls within the 239 zip code. 

Almost everyone loves the postal service, the opinion

polls say, but that doesn’t mean that we love its manage-

ment. In 1960 Idlewylde was part of the Baltimore 12

postal district, which became 21212 when zip codes were

introduced in 1963. In 1969, though, all of Idlewylde ex-

cept the part west of Banbury was carved off into 239.

That didn’t make too much difference to most of us for

a while. But then the World Wide Web came along and the

USPS started calling us (or most of us) Northwood.

* * *

Why Northwood?  Google Northwood, MD, and you’ll

learn that it’s a district in the 218 zip code lying south of

Cold Spring Lane between Loch Raven Blvd and The

Alameda. You’ll also discover that realtors have started

calling the area to the north of it New Northwood.

But even New Northwood reaches no further north

than Woodbourne Ave. – not very near here, and not much

closer to the 21239 postal station at Northern Parkway and

Meridene. So why they called that station Northwood in

the first place is anyone’s guess.

But about 15 years ago, the USPS started applying the

name not just to the station but to the whole zip code. That

meant that “Northwood” began to crop up on mail from big

corporations such as Comcast and Verizon. Worse still, the

MVA started sticking it on drivers’ licenses and refused to

accept good old “Baltimore” as an alternative.

Try telling the security person at a County facility that

that “Northwood 21239" address on your license is really

in the county!

For Michelle, This Would Not Do. So she teamed up

with a friend from Loch Hill, which had the same problem,

and they got to work on the postal service. It took months,

but finally the bureaucrats established Idlewylde and Loch

Hill as bona fide postal addresses.

We tried to extend it to our 212 homes too. Unfortun-

ately, the postal folk couldn’t see their way to setting up an

address that started in the middle of a block – specifically,

the 700 blocks of Anneslie, Overbrook and Regester.

– Paul Romney
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The way we were . . .  and still are
Darlene Glaudemans has given the ICA a baker’s dozen of 

newsletters from the 1960s that were saved by her mother

Evelyn Dorfler, whose passing at the age of 100 was noted

in the Spring newsletter.

It was a different time. We were called the Idlewylde

Improvement Association. The News Letter, neatly printed,

appeared monthly and was mailed (presumably to members

only). The four pages were two-thirds ads. 

Some were for local businesses. Carl Gutberlet’s Idle-

wylde Hardware, the Chappell Brothers’ Idlewylde Super

Market (“For 37 years first with highest quality foods avai-

lable”), Art Donovan’s Liquors and McLellan’s Delicates-

sen lined one side of Sherwood Rd.’s business block. Idle-

wylde Shoe Service, Idlewylde Shell Service, Idlewood

(sic) Pharmacy and our own community hall announced

their presence across the street.

But which street? The stores on the west side all knew

they were on Sherwood Road. But some on the east side

were confused – or feared their City customers might be.

The Shell station claimed to be at 6311 The Alameda and

the pharmacy at 6305 Alameda Extended. The shoe service

at 6309 used both Sherwood and Alameda Extended.

Other local businesses advertising in the News Letter

were Atlantic Cleaning Co., then as now on Walker Ave.,

and Marie C. Armacost’s Private Convalescent Home..

Some news items strike an oddly familiar note. It turns

out that our resistance in 2013 to the proposed Family Dol-

lar store on the vacant lots opposite the hall was a replay of

an earlier fight. The 1967 application sought relief from

minimum parking standards and from the required mini-

mum setback from the neighboring home to the south. It

was successfully challenged at a zoning hearing by the

Idlewylde and Idlewood neighborhood associations.

Another item that strikes a chord is the report in June

1968 of large-scale expenditure on a new hall roof and the

projected “modernization and aesthetic improvement” in-

side and out. “The Board has long accepted ... that our hall

is very much of an eye sore in this modern age and does

not provide the facilities it should,” wrote ICA president

Dr. Dennis Whitehead of a building less than 20 years old.

The proposed enhancements included modernization of

the entrance, a new check room, and changing-room facili-

ties in the rear, as well as improved lighting and heating

and an AC system.

It was in this issue that Dr. Whitehead noted that the

March and April newsletters had never appeared. They had

gone to the printer a little late owing to illness among the

editorial staff, “and this was followed by the Baltimore

riots the following week.”

The August 1968 issue noted that the County would be

setting up a radar trap to catch speeders on “Register” near

Overbrook. September’s newsletter gave Jim Forney and

Edward Klatt a hearty welcome home from Vietnam.

Changes at Blair House
SageLife, the company that manages The Maples of Tow-

son, will take over Blair House this summer. The company

currently runs a half dozen upscale senior living facilities

in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Massachusetts as well as

The Maples on York Road near Towson High School.

Blair House occupies the site of the old Armacost

Nursing Home at the intersection of Regester and Sher-

wood. The building had been vacant for 15 years and had

changed hands several times before the current owners,

Valstone Partners, redesigned and renovated it as a mem-

ory care facility with beds for 16. It opened last spring, just

before pandemic closures began, and for the past year has

been fully staffed but has had only a handful of residents. 

 The property is zoned for residential use, and Blair

House operates under a special exception negotiated by the

ICA with prior owners to ensure compatibility with the

neighborhood. The agreement includes restrictions on

things like on-street parking and traffic to minimize its

impact on nearby residents, and it commits the facility’s

operators to meet with the ICA board as needed to resolve

any issues that may arise.

Accordingly, Councilman David Marks recently set up

a meeting with Rory Coffey of Valstone to address two

concerns raised by neighbors. One is the  noise from a

rotary phase generator located outside the building. This

machine, which adapts the BGE power supply to operate

an elevator, makes a loud, high-pitched whine that can be

heard through double-glazed windows across the street and

has become even more disturbing since warm weather

prompted more open windows. Mr. Coffey promised to

consult a contractor on how to abate this nuisance.

He also said he would research trees to replace the four

mature Bradford Pear trees, planted a long time ago by

Maxalea Nurseries, that were cut down when the sidewalk

around the building was altered. The prior management

had already promised to replace those trees.

It hasn’t always been easy to touch base with Blair

House’s out-of-state management – that’s why we invoked

Councilman Marks’s much-appreciated aid to set up the

recent meeting. SageLife is based in Pennsylvania, but in

view of their significant local presence we look forward to

greater responsiveness. So stay tuned for improvements – 

and a new name – for Blair House!

– Cynthia Jabs



Overlook Park cleaner, greener
The April 25 ICA Earth Day/Stream Clean Up event in

Overlook Park, co-sponsored by the Green Towson Alli-

ance and the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, was a big

success! An estimated 50 Idlewyldians, residents of sur-

rounding neighborhoods, and members of the Kelly Post

girls’ lacrosse league joined in to collect approximately 20

bags of trash throughout the park.

 Participants, including many children, also enjoyed

chalk art, a disc golf

demo, a nature scaven-

ger hunt, and fun

conservation-related

songs performed by

neighbor Deborah

“Spice” Kleinmann.

Spice also had a Sierra

Club table with reusable bags and T-shirts. Leanna Powell

of Blue Water Baltimore staffed a table with free native

plant “seed bombs” and information about stormwater

runoff, while neighbor Mary Beth Collins’s table promoted

the upcoming Idlewylde Fall Tree Planting and Towson

Native Plant Contest.

It was especially enjoyable to gather as a community,

albeit in a socially-distanced way, after more than a year of

COVID restrictions. The many bird, insect, plant, and

aquatic species that live in the forest, meadow, and stream

habitats of our little park thank you for your stewardship.

Stay tuned for future events in the park! 

2021 IS A GREAT YEAR TO 

PLANT TREES IN IDLEWYLDE!

Idlewylde can have a fall community tree planting
event if we have at least 15 properties participating. 

Trees will be supplied by Blue Water
Baltimore/Herring Run Nursery for $75 per tree,
which includes site planning and planting the tree.
The deadline to commit will not be until late sum-
mer, but it’s not too early to start making plans! 

If you may be interested in buying a tree or
volunteering, please email Mary Beth Collins at
mbcollins03@gmail.com for more information.

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
P O  B O X 66106, B a lt im o re , M D 21239

BOARD  (2020-21)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com 

Tim Johnson, VP, 443-414-3356, timjohnson33@yahoo.com
Jamie Kass, Jt. Treas., 410-375-9761 Jamie.Kass@cbmove.com
Peggy Squitieri, Jt. Treas., 410-299-6920 pashannon@verizon.net
Elizabeth Melia, Secretary, 410-372-0533 memelia@verizon.net

At- la rg e  m e m b e rs : 
Lesa Bain, lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 810-407-1997
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com

Todd Studeny, 301-752-3904 toddms@hotmail.com
OTHER OFFICERS

idlewylde.org
Webmaster: Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com

Citizens on Patrol
Director:                                                   

Membership Secretary
Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com

IDLEWYLDE NEWS
P O  B O X 66106, B a lt im o re , M D 21239 

Editor: Paul Romney (410-377-0748)
Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass (410-375-9761)

Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.

Ad v e rt is in g  ra te s
¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members
½ page: $40 members, $80 non-members

Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
Payment. Send check payable to “Idlewylde Community Associa-
tion” to ICA at PO Box above.

Id le w y ld e  Ne w s  is the newsletter of the ICA. 760 copies are
printed bi-monthly for door-to-door distribution, and each issue is

posted on idlewylde.org.

In the Wylde
by Adreon Hubbard



Jamie Kass, Realtor® 

ABR, CNE, CRS, SRES 

410-375-9761 (Cell) 

410-823-2323 (Office) 

Jamie.kass@cbmove.com 

www.buyandsellwithJamie.com 

828 Kenilworth Rd, Towson MD 21204 

    

Idlewylde Home Sale Activity for 2021 through 6/1/2021  

Coming Soon–2 Active-3 Under Contract-4  Sold-13 

If you’re thinking about selling now is the time!  We are in a strong Sellers market with 
very low housing inventory and strong Buyer demand.  Low interest rates are helping  

Buyers afford the higher prices homes are demanding.   

As your neighborhood expert, I’m happy to offer suggestions of ways to enhance your 

sale.  Call or text me at 410-375-9761  for a free consultation.  

 

 

   1105 1/2 Litchfield Rd 
COMING SOON! 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bathrooms 
Cape Cod  

Open House 12-2 pm on  
June 12th  

SOLD with Multiple Offers 

UNDER CONTRACT FIRST WEEKEND! 



2021 Community Calendar 
June 8th—7:30 pm via Zoom—
ICA Board meeting* 
Community members are welcomed to at-
tend online.  See note below to gain access. 
 

June 26th—2-4 pm Nature Walk 
and Stream Cleanup at Overlook 
Park (lower entrance) 
Take a walk with knowledgeable community 
members to learn some of the nature in our 
parks that you may not even know exists 
there!  We’ll be looking at plants, animals, 
insects and water dwellers while picking up 
any litter we find on the way.  Bring binocu-
lars if you have them.  Bags and trash grab-
bers will be provided.  Look for more infor-
mation online. Download the iNaturalist app 
and join in the identification and some citi-
zen science!  Rain date is June 27th. 
 

July 13th—7:30 pm via Zoom—
ICA Board meeting* 
Community members are welcomed to at-
tend online.  See note below to gain access 
 

July 25th—6:00 pm—Idlewylde 
Ice Cream Social - Overlook Park 
at the upper entrance 
The very popular ice cream social is back! 
Come by the park for a cool treat and stay to 
chat with your neighbors.  

August 10th—7:30 pm via 
Zoom—ICA Board meeting* 
Community members are welcomed to at-
tend online.  See note below to gain access 
 

August 18th —6:00 pm—
Idlewylde Ice Cream Social - 
Overlook Park at the upper  
entrance 
Join your neighbors for some ice cream and 
celebrate the last days of summer before 
school starts again. 
 

Looking ahead—September is our an-
nual general meeting.  As always we are 
looking for new Board members and volun-
teers for committees.  Talk with any Board 
member if you are interested in either a 
Board position or to volunteer for a commit-
tee.  There are lots of opportunities to get 
involved.  We have committees that relate to 
the Hall, Social Events, Communications 
and a committee that connects with the 
Business District on Sherwood Road.  Meet-
ings generally last an hour per month.  All 
skills are needed from helping with a social 
events, gardening, cleanup, or social media. 
All are welcome and needed to keep 
our community a great place to live! 

We are seeking volunteers to help with watering the garden at the ICA 
Hall over the summer.  Please contact Jame Kass at 410-375-9761 by 
phone or text or reach me by email at jamieandhenry@yahoo.com.  
Thanks to all who generously supplied plants from their garden. Once   
established these gardens can be enjoyed for years to come! 

*ICA Board Meetings are generally held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
pm at the Hall. However, due to COVID 19, meetings have been held online via Zoom. 
Board meetings are open to community members, but please confirm date and time of 
the meeting with a Board member as they occasionally change. Community members 
that wish to attend virtual meetings need to let a Board Member know so an invitation 
to the online meeting can be initiated.  
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