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ICA Fall General Meeting
We’d planned to hold the meeting face-to-face, or at
least mask-to-mask, but the Delta variant has put a
spoke in that plan. So we’ll be gathering on Zoom yet
again – hopefully for the last time.

Like last year, every member who’s given us their
email will receive an invitation link to the meeting. If
you don’t already have the software, you’ll be promp-
ted to download it when you click on the link. It’s
pretty easy. You don’t need an account.

When the invitation goes out, it will be announced
on social media (the Idlewylde Google Group, Face-
book, and anything else that comes to mind). If you’re
a member and don’t receive it, it’s probably because
we don’t have your email on record. If you’re inter-
ested in the meeting, email the membership secretary
(info on page 4). He should be able to confirm that
you’re a member and will send you the link.

State Senator Chris West, Del. Cathi Forbes and
Councilman David Marks have all accepted an invita-
tion to join us, so if you have any questions or con-
cerns about state or county issues, you’ll be able to air
them there.

Idlewylde Community Association
FALL GENERAL MEETING

Ê

Sunday, September 19 at 6:00 PM
º ON ZOOM »

Ê

We will elect officers for 2021-22 and conduct any
other business.

Ê

This meeting is for members of the ICA. Membership
for 2020-21 is valid for this meeting.

DUMPSTER DAY

See back page

Your Community Association Needs You
. . . And you need the ICA!

Some of us old-timers have been staring goggle-eyed at the

rising price of homes in our midst. It’s a heck of an invest-

ment. The ICA’s mission statement mentions a bunch of

things. But high on the list is protecting that investment.

C. To maintain the appearance of, and protect and

improve residential property values in, Idlewylde.

You can find the by-laws on idlewylde.org. This one is

section 3.

The ICA exists to inform and rally the community, and

to voice the community’s views on matters of common

interest. Its power comes from the community, and that

means you. As the slogan on our membership mailing says,

Idlewylde is nothing without you.

Turn the page, and you’ll find two stories about that.

One tells how the ICA has extended its fellowship and

solidarity to marginal neighborhoods along the City-County

line. The basic idea is: if you’re living in the County, and

sending your kids to County schools, you should be able to

join a County community association.

The second story reveals the ICA’s role in resisting

harmful development on Idlewylde’s business block.

You can help the ICA help the community by joining at

the very low cost of $20 (optional for seniors households). 

And you can help even more by taking an active role.

We’re all volunteers, most of us with day jobs, and the

more the hands, the lighter the work. There were slots on

the board, last I heard. And we also have committees you

can help with.

• The events committee arranges get-togethers like this

summer’s ice-cream socials, Santa’s Wylde Ride at

Christmas, anything that goes on around Halloween,

and the annual community yard sale. And if you’ve an

idea for a community event at the hall or in the Park, it

will help you arrange it.

• The business district committee works with the mer-

chants on the 6300 block of Sherwood to keep it tidy

and resolve any issues that come up.

• The hall committee oversees the hall, a community

resource and our major source of income – very helpful

when it’s necessary to hire a lawyer (see page 3).

• The communications committee manages the ICA’s

relations with the community.

If you value the ICA’s mission and would like to help out,

please contact ICA president Pete Ismay (info on page 4). 

Idlewylde really is nothing without you.
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Why Walker?
Why are families living outside Idlewylde’s historic boun-

daries are invited to join the ICA?

Those boundaries were set in three plats registered be-

tween 1913 and 1924. The 1913 plat was confined to the

Regester estate, which had been bought three years earlier

by a developer, Harry Gilbert. Its western boundary, separ-

ating Idlewylde from the Stoneleigh and Anneslie estates,

was Banbury Rd. north of Overbrook.

Gilbert made two additions that extended Idlewylde to

the west and south. In 1915 he acquired the eastern end of

the Anneslie estate, adding what is now Maplewood Rd and

the west side of Banbury between Regester and Overbrook.

In 1924 he bought a block of  land to the south, extending

Idlewylde to Walker Ave. Walker had been opened from the

York Turnpike to what is now The Alameda in 1895.

Gilbert probably did this to give Idlewylde a southern

outlet to York Rd. Just a month after concluding the pur-

chase, he produced a new plat extending Wakeford Rd,

which ran east-west through southern Idlewylde, across

Sherwood to Banbury and then southwest across a tributary

of Chinquapin Run to Walker. The houses already standing

on Walker, just west of the new intersection, effectively be-

came an extension of Idlewylde.

* * *

Names changed. In 1922 the Anneslie estate was platted for

development. By 1926 Wakeford Rd east of Banbury had

been renamed Overbrook to match the Anneslie street that

now ran into it, while the orphaned block between there and

Walker became the 6300 block of Banbury. 

But a more important line on the map was the new Bal-

timore City limit, extended in 1918 to a line that cut across

Walker just east of the Walker–Banbury intersection. With

Walker-Banbury-Overbrook paved, the City had no need to

pave a section of Walker that was still undeveloped. The

road was closed to traffic at the City limit until the land on

the City side was developed in the 1950s.

This reinforced the link between Idlewylde and its

neighbors on Walker. And so, to this day, residents on the

County part of Walker are invited to join the ICA, even

though most of them actually live closer to Anneslie.

* * *

And why Limit, Falkirk and Loch Crest? Today Limit

Ave. is a street straddling the City line drawn in 1918, but

until the Garrett estate was developed in 1950s it was just a

back alley serving three homes. 

Almost entirely in the City, the Garrett estate overlapped

the limit at its north end. As a result, the homes on the north

side of the 1300 block of Limit, and those at the tip of

Falkirk and Loch Crest Rds, are in the County, tucked be-

tween Idlewylde and the City line.

This is almost the reverse of the Walker situation in

some ways. County Walker was historically attached to

Idlewylde and cut off from other surrounding communities.

County residents on Limit, Falkirk and Loch Crest were cut

off from Idlewylde but seamlessly attached to our City

neighbor, Idlewood.

Still, like our old Walker neighbors, these new neigh-

bors were welcomed into the ICA. I don’t know why, but

probably the fact that our kids went to the same schools had

something to do with it. 

On the Vermont-Quebec border there’s a street called

Canusa St because the US-Canada border runs down the

middle of it.

– Paul Romney

Contested lots
In 1881 Joshua and Hester Regester deeded a lot to the

trustees of the Beulah Methodist Protestant Colored Church

for a house of worship. The church appears in the Baltimore

County atlases of 1898 and 1915, standing pretty much

opposite what is now the Beechwood intersection on that

undeveloped strip at the south end of Sherwood.

The church was not part of the property platted in 1913,

but it soon disappeared anyway. The lot remained in the

trustees’ hands until 1946, when Herbert Cypull, a local

landowner, successfully sued them for possession.

For a piece of land with nothing on it but greenery and

garbage, the Sherwood strip has been the focus of a surpri-

sing amount of legal contention over the decades. But ex-

cept the Cypull suit, it’s all been about zoning.

The first case. Also in 1946, it suggests why Cypull

wanted to lay hands on the church lot. The lot to the south

was part of a block of land along Walker that a property

company was developing. The County had passed its first

general zoning law a year earlier, and the developer sought

a variance to permit row houses like those planned south of

the City line. The Zoning Commissioner said no.
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1954. The southern lot was acquired by Erwin and Joan

Cerveny, “mom and pop” developers then living in Glen-

dale and later in Stoneleigh. Their application for commer-

cial zoning was opposed by the owner of 6306 The Alam-

eda, which bordered their property on the south, but it was

upheld by the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

The Board noted that most of the 6300 block was com-

mercial, including the community hall directly opposite. It

opined that the whole tract should have been zoned com-

mercial in the first place. Actually, the hall lot had been re-

zoned from residential in 1949 only so that the Idlewylde

Improvement Association could build its hall, while the

whole west side south of McLellan’s was zoned residential,

probably because 6318 was a residence.

1961. The church lot had been owned since 1953 by the

Hearn family. With the Sherwood Rd frontage now re-

zoned as commercial, the Hearns sought a special exception

to build a gas station. There were already gas stations at

McLellan’s and what is now the 7-11, but Sherwood was

about to be widened to its current ridiculous width. Maybe

the Hearns could be excused for thinking that one more gas

station wouldn’t be one too many, but the Department of

Public Works decided that the lot was way too narrow.

1967. The Cervenys were back on the mound, pitching a

plan for a store of nearly 5,500 square feet. This required

several exceptions to the zoning regulations, including a

zero (instead of 15) ft. setback on the south side. Instead of

27 parking spaces, set at least 8ft. back from the street, it

envisioned 23, some streetside, leaving a 4ft. sidewalk

alongside the new Sherwood superhighway. The Cervenys

had bought the house next door, thereby eliminating any

opposition from that direction, but both the Idlewylde and

Idlewood community associations opposed the plan. 

According to one of the 1960s newsletters mentioned in

the last issue, the plan was passed with revisions including

better parking arrangements and a slightly smaller store.

However, no building ensued. We know this because ...

In 1973 the owners of both lots joined forces to plan a

gas station and car wash on their combined lots, and a

report on their application describes the site as unimproved

(meaning undeveloped) and heavily wooded.

The IIA hired a lawyer to oppose the scheme, along with

four City organizations. They argued that the gas station was

not needed and the car wash would aggravate traffic conges-

tion. There was also, for the first time, a swell of criticism

on environmental grounds, including from County agencies.

The application was nixed by the Board of Appeals. 

It was about this time that the Hall hosted its largest

gathering ever, as more than 500 met to protest an insane

plan to extend Sherwood north to Joppa Rd. The failure to

turn The Alameda–Sherwood–Knollwood into York Road

East scotched the gas station craze. Even the two that were

actually in place eventually disappeared.

 Quiet reigned until ...

2000. The Cervenys sought permissive re-zoning of

their property – now including the church lot’s Sherwood

frontage, which they had bought two years earlier. In 1996

the entire strip south of 6318 Sherwood had been re-zoned

from Business Local to Business Local Restricted, a categ-

ory designed to provide more protection for nearby homes.

The Cervenys wanted the BL designation restored, and the

County planning commission had no objection. 

The ICA board responded by organizing a community

petition drive that persuaded our Councilman, Wayne Skin-

ner, to re-zone the property as Community Business, which

was even more restrictive than BLR. The board wrote to

Councilman Skinner: “This business district is ... surroun-

ded on all sides by residences. Any business in this area

should clearly be there for the benefit of the communities

that surround it. This is precisely the definition and intent

of CB zoning.”

2013. The Cervenys sold their lots in 2005. Two years

later all six lots, consolidated into a single parcel of just

under an acre, were purchased by the present owner. The

2013 proposal was for a chain dollar store of more than

8000 sq. ft., 24 feet high. A community meeting was held, a

lawyer was retained, the proposal went away. 

2016. In consultation with the board, Councilman David

Marks intervened to re-zone the entire parcel as residential

– as it had been until 1954 – and the rest of the west side of

the business block as CB.

The bottom line. Things are quiet now, but that doesn’t

mean they’ll be quiet tomorrow. The best defense is a vigi-

lant community association, plugged into local government

and capable of hiring a lawyer.

 – Paul Romney
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A nature walk in the Park

The June 26 ICA Nature Walk/Stream Clean

Up event in Overlook Park was attended by a

small but engaged group of neighbors, who

explored the park’s meadow, forest, and

stream habitats, bagging up what little trash

we found along the way.

Near the park entrance, a Monarch

butterfly flitted around a patch of milkweed,

its larval host plant. Suddenly, a loud CUK-

CUK-CUK-CUK-

CUK! made us

crane our necks to

see, to our delight,

a family of Pilea-

ted Woodpeckers

on a tall tree along the hill path. These stun-

ning crow-sized birds are named for their

bright-red crests: the Latin pileatus means

“capped.” They excavate their nesting cavities

in large decaying trees and feed primarily on

carpenter ants.

Walking across the athletic field, we

reached the meadow, filled with tall grasses,

Serviceberry trees, and invasives like

Porcelainberry vine. A Pearl Crescent butterfly

basked in the sun, then darted away.

In the section of stream that underwent

restoration a few years ago, we saw Black Dace

minnows swimming, Water Boatmen skating on

the surface, and a male Common Whitetail

dragonfly perched on the bank. An explosive

GUNK!, like the plucking of a loose banjo

string, indicated a Green Frog nearby. It is a

positive sign when a pollution-sensitive species

like a frog is present..

The participants in our event were amazed

to observe so much wildlife in our little park. I

invite you to put on your naturalist hat, grab

some binoculars, and explore for yourself!

Dumpster day
It’s slated for Saturday, Sept. 11, and will be in the hall

parking lot. Once again Ben Larson will be presiding.

The dumpsters are usually in place by 8 a.m., and we will

continue to accept trash until midday unless we’ve filled up

the dumpsters before then.

The following items cannot be accepted:

• Large stumps, or wood/logs in excess of 8 inches in

diameter or 6 feet long.

• Flammable or hazardous materials and liquids, paint, or

pesticides, including batteries and oil.

• Tires or any appliances.

• Electronics or televisions.

• Recyclables (put them out for your weekly recycling

pickup).

Also, please don’t bring yard waste that can be put out for

the bi-weekly yard waste pickup.

 Lawn mowers and other powered items must be com-

pletely empty of gasoline.

Ben asks that masks be worn. He regrets that, to main-

tain social distancing, help with handling items will be

limited.

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
P O  B O X 66106, B a lt im o re , M D 21239

BOARD  (2020-21)
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com 
Tim Johnson, VP, 443-414-3356, timjohnson33@yahoo.com
Jamie Kass, Jt. Treas., 410-375-9761 Jamie.Kass@cbmove.com
Peggy Squitieri, Jt. Treas., 410-299-6920 pashannon@verizon.net
Elizabeth Melia, Secretary, 410-372-0533 memelia@verizon.net

At-large members: 
Lesa Bain, lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 810-407-1997
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com

Todd Studeny, 301-752-3904 toddms@hotmail.com
OTHER OFFICERS

idlewylde.org
Webmaster : Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com

Citizens on Patrol
Director :                                                   

Membership Secretary
Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com

IDLEWYLDE NEWS
P O  B O X 66106, B a lt im o re , M D 21239 

Editor : Paul Romney (410-377-0748)
Director of Distribution: Jamie Kass (410-375-9761)

Submit articles, announcements, ads, etc. to the editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com, or phone editor.

Ad v e r t is in g  ra te s
¼ page: $25 members, $50 non-members
½ page: $40 members, $80 non-members

Classified listings are free for members of the ICA.
Payment. Send check payable to “Idlewylde Community Association”
to ICA at PO Box above.

Id le w y ld e  Ne w s  is the newsletter of the ICA. 760 copies are
printed bi-monthly for door-to-door distribution, and each issue is

posted on idlewylde.org.

In the Wylde
by Adreon Hubbard
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