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“Community commitment since 1947”                                        March 2022 

 

A new look, an old idea 
The ICA has signed a contract with FATA (Financial 
Assistance Through Advertising) to print our news-
letter. That means more pages, more photos, larger 
print. It also means more ads. That saves us money 
at a time of rising printing costs.  
 Fifty years ago, the newsletter was full of ads. The 
March 1972 issue contained 22 of them: probably 
half the total space. Some were for local businesses: 
McLellan’s Delicatessen, Art Donovan’s Liquors, 
Idlewylde Shell Service. Other advertisers were on 
York Rd or further afield: The Blue Bowl Bakery 
(“Known for Quality”) had two City locations. 
 One ad was even upside down, but it was for Sher-
wood BP, on the corner of Overbrook, so no one in 
Idlewylde needed to stand on their head to find out 
about it. 
 These ads helped pay the “considerable expense” 
of printing the News Letter (as it was called), but not 
the full cost. In March 1974, the Idlewylde Improve-

ment Association bought a mimeograph machine 
and began printing the newsletter itself. 
 Nothing lasts forever, and at some point the ICA 
(as it now was) resumed external printing, again 
subsidized by ads. But hustling for ads is a hassle, 
and nowadays the Internet makes hustling for print 
ads even more of a hassle. 
 So we’ve contracted out the hassle and are saving 
money into the bargain. 
 Hope you enjoy the new look! 

– Paul Romney 

 

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY 

ASSOCIATION 

Do you have an idea for a  

community event or activity? 

The ICA would love 

to help you make it happen! 

CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER 
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Community Calendar 
 
March 13, 7pm: ICA Spring General meeting 
See page 8. 

 
March 26, 10 am–noon: Bird/Nature Walk in Overlook Park 
Take a guided walk through Overlook Park to locate some of the natural treasures we may not notice on 
our own. Meet near the lower entrance to the park for this event. 

 

April 23, 10 am–noon (rain date 4/30): Earth Day Event—Stream Cleanup at Overlook 
Park  
Meet at lower level. Bring gloves if you have them but trash bags will be provided.  We will tidy up the 
stream area while observing some of the nature the park provides. 
 

May 14, 9 am–1 pm (rain date May 15): Idlewylde Community Yard Sale 
This event will be advertised locally. Time to clear out the old and maybe find some new treasures. 
 
Date and time TBD: Shredding Event 
Have your old documents shredded for privacy and security! Idlewylde residents are welcomed to bring 
their papers to be shredded at the Idlewylde Hall parking lot. 2-3 bankers sized boxes per household. 
Only paper can be processed but paper clips and staples don’t need to be removed. The boxes or bags you 
bring the documents in will be returned to you.  

 
June 25, 10am–2 pm (rain date 6/26): Idlewylde Garden Tour 
Time to visit the hidden gems in our neighborhood. Tickets will be on sale starting at 9:30 am on the side 
lawn of the Idlewylde United Methodist Church on Parkway. If you are willing to share your flower 
garden or landscaped yard with the community, or wish to suggest a yard to be included, please contact 
Jamie Kass at 410-375-9761. 

 
July 24 (rain date 7/29): Ice Cream Social 
Idlewylde residents are invited to join us at the upper level of Overlook Park for free ice cream and 
toppings! 

 
August 24 (rain date 8/25): Ice Cream Social  

 
 

ICA Board meetings: 7:30 pm via Zoom 
Upcoming meetings: April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12 & August 9. 
Community members are welcome to attend.  
 Board Meetings are generally held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Hall. 
However, due to COVID 19, meetings are currently being held online via Zoom. Board meetings 
are open to community members, but please confirm date and time of the meeting with a Board 
member as they occasionally change. Community members that wish to attend virtual meetings 
need to let any Board Member know so an invitation to the online meeting can be initiated.  
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Alameda NOT Extended 
The ads in the March 1972 newsletter capture 
Idlewylde’s business block at a crucial moment in its 
history. 
 The 1950s had brought the City to Idlewylde’s 
doorstep. South of the City line, Sherwood Road had 
been patched into a 40-
block arterial road called 
The Alameda and re-
named accordingly. The 
County widened its part 
of Sherwood to 60ft as far 
as Regester. 
 The County did not re-
name Sherwood, but some 
local businesses did. 
Idlewylde Shell Service 
(where Sherwood Auto 
now is) claimed to be at 
6311 The Alameda. Others 
used the address “Alameda 
Extended.” And plans were 
afoot to extend The 
Alameda bigtime. Con-
cerned about escalating 
traffic on York Rd., the 
County had a solution: the 
Alameda—Sherwood—
Knollwood Extension. 
 In 1972-73 the 
Idlewylde Improvement 
Association, along with 
three other community associations, was fighting a 
proposed third gas station on the business block, 
with an automatic car wash attached, on the 
grounds that it would increase traffic congestion. 
The County rejected the proposal. 
 But County planners were less concerned about 
congestion on Sherwood than on York. They were 
planning a scheme that would worsen the former 
and trash the newest part of Idlewylde into the bar-
gain: a 4-lane “throughway” through Idlewylde and 
Knollwood to Towson. 
 Take a look at those “alternate routes” between 
Regester and the golf course. The straight one is 
Sherwood Rd, with its steep gradients. The other 
avoids the gradients by swerving through Maxalea. 

 On February 23, 1975, ten community associa-
tions (City and County) and two parent-teacher as-
sociations (Stoneleigh and Leith Walk) sponsored a 
meeting at Idlewylde Hall to hear the director of the 
County planning department discuss the planned 
extension and address citizens’ concerns. More than 
500 protesters packed the hall. Among them were 

State Delegate Thomas 
Kernan, County Council-
man Eugene Kibbe and 
City Councilman Joseph 
Curran.  
 Luckily, it was an era of 
fixing things, locally as 
well as nationally. In 
1974 Dale Anderson, 
Spiro Agnew’s equally 
crooked successor as 
County Executive, had 
been sentenced to five 
years in prison for cor-
rupt practices. A refor-
mer, Ted Venetoulis, was 
now in office. 
 Ted fixed it fast, and 
The Alameda was not ex-
tended. Wounded, Idle-
wylde had held the auto-
mobile at bay. 

– Paul Romney 
 
 

 
 

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY 

GOOGLE GROUP 

is a quiet place where neighbors can 

interact online. It’s open to all 

Idlewylde residents.  

 

 To join, go to idlewylde.org, click 

on “ASK TO JOIN THE IDLEWYLDE 

COMMUNITY GOOGLE GROUP” and 

then click on “Ask to join group”. 
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Heart in Hand Bakery 
 . . . Bliss through baking, fun with flour 
Idlewylde resident Jane Chase was profiled recently 
in the Baltimore Sun in connection with her new 
home baking business, Heart in Hand Bakery. Ably 
seconded by husband Gerry, a former chef and 
restaurant owner, she bakes to order on a weekly 
schedule. Orders can be placed online 
(www.heartinhandbread.com) or by email 
(heartinhandbread@gmail.com) Tuesday to Thurs-
day, and Saturday is baking day, with customer 
pickup at the door from 3 to 5. 
 Jane began her home baking venture last June to 
cope with pandemic-enforced lifestyle constraints, 
and she and Gerry have discovered that it’s a way of 
life they enjoy. They both work full-time, which 
makes for a busy life but also means that they can 
take a week off now and then. (Their bread freezes 
well, so Heart-in-Hand addicts can safely order a 
two-week supply.)  

 Apart from the actual baking, they’ve found that 
it’s a great way to meet their neighbors. 
 Recently, they’ve extended their reach by offering 
their breads on Market Wagon, an online farmers 
market which delivers throughout central Maryland 
and DC. 
 But what about the goods? Jane and Gerry are 
currently offering five sourdough breads, three var-
ieties of focaccia, pear-&-ginger preserves, citrus-&-
pomegranate marmalade, apple cardamom butter, 
apple cranberry chutney, granola and biscotti. 
 This isn’t a food review, but my wife and I re-
cently sampled three breads, the marmalade, the 
preserves, and the apple with white cheddar & sage 
focaccia, and we’ll be back for more.  
 We also tried an amazing seven-layer bar featur-
ing dark chocolate, pecans and coconut. It was a 
one-week wonder, but Jane says it could return in 
response to popular demand. 

— Paul Romney 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.heartinhandbread.com/
mailto:heartinhandbread@gmail.com
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Lament for a stick 
Gone. Gone forever. Split in twain. No, not my 
marriage, my favorite hiking stick. 

Cut by my brother from a Welsh moun-
tainside some forty-five years ago, it was a 
classic Brit thumbstick. That is, a straight, thin 
stick cut from a hazel bush. It had to be the right 
height and have two nubs from cut-off branches 
at the top. This to accommodate the thumb of 
either hand and thus provide a light support for 
the hiker.  

A deluxe edition might also have a leather 
loop to go round the wrist. 

These thumb sticks could often be seen in 
the hands of elderly ladies walking their Lab-
rador dogs along the towpaths of Brit canals, or 
in the hands of inebriated farmers on market 
day as they poked at livestock they might buy. In 
that day of helpful airline attendants, it was 
taken from me at Heathrow as I returned to the 
USA, labeled, and handed back to me as I disem-
barked at BWI, where some agricultural official 
deemed it not to be an evil invasive plant. 

And so I brought the newborn hiking stick 
back to Idlewylde to be varnished and have a tip 
placed on it. I disdained the heavier, lumpier 
hiking sticks sold by sporting goods stores and I 
never looked kindly on trekking poles, other 
than their use was good for high alpine regions 
and heavy back packers. 

My trusty stick has traveled to many a state 
and on vigorous hikes during our family's 
younger days. It could be a source of interest to 
fellow hikers who remembered thumbsticks 
from their travels to Europe, and one group of 
youths in West Virginia thought the pronged top 
was used for snake hunting. Thirty years ago I 
mislaid it at a trailhead in the Poconos, tossed 
and turned in my tent that night, and rose at first 
light to drive thirty miles back to search for it. 

Joy! Joy!! There it was, lying at the side of the 
road. Hit by some vehicle perhaps, it lacked one 
top side nub. 

As we've aged, my wife and I have taken to 
using our sticks more and more for off-road 
walks. On a recent day, in a back stretch of 
Cromwell Valley Park, I slid ignominiously down 
a leaf-strewn, muddy slope.  

Calamity! Oh, calamity! One half of my trusty 
stick stayed in my hand, and the other half 
stayed up-slope in a shrub. 

I have a reserve stick, cut from a once plum 
tree in my yard, but it's not the same. Not the 
same. 

– Donald Hart 
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The ICA Native Plant Webinar was 
Wild!  
Did you miss the ICA Native Plant Webinar on 2/7/22, 
sponsored by the Events and Greening Committees? 
Not to worry! The recording can be viewed here: 
https://youtu.be/8EvDN2eH71E.  
 Our speaker was Mary Lewis, Assistant Director 
of Herring Run Nursery, located about a half mile 
from Idlewylde at the Mount Pleasant Golf Course at 
6131 Hillen Road. The nursery offers over 250 varie-
ties of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants native to 
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, and all proceeds 
support the work of Blue Water Baltimore.  
 Why native plants? Mary explained that native 
plants have robust root systems which stabilize soil 
and reduce stormwater runoff. Native plants are 
also essential to food webs and biodiversity, which is 
declining due to habitat 
loss, climate change, and 
other factors. Native 
plants and insects are 
interdependent, having 
coevolved over thou-
sands of years.  
 Perhaps the best-
known example of the 
plant--insect relationship is that of monarch 
butterflies and milkweed. Monarch butterflies lay 
their eggs on milkweed because milkweed is its 
larval host plant, the only plant monarch caterpillars 
can eat. Monarchs evolved to tolerate milkweed’s 
toxic sap in return for the protection these toxins 
provide them from predators. Plant milkweed, and 
beautiful, charismatic monarch butterflies will come 
and lay eggs. This is an exciting phenomenon to 
witness, especially when you see the brightly striped 
monarch caterpillars chomping happily on plants 
you provided. I call them my “wild pets!” 
 When we plant natives, we provide host plants 
for the larval stage of a variety of other beneficial in-
sects as well, allowing them to complete their life cy-
cle. Adult birds may feed at your birdfeeder, but they 
are more likely to nest and rear young in yards that 
offer plenty of caterpillars for their babies: caterpil-
lars are the soft, nutritious “baby food” they require.  
 Oak trees are a highly recommended “keystone 
species” because they support over 500 species of 

caterpillars. If you don’t have space for an oak, Mary 
recommends Sweetbay Magnolia, a good larval host 

with fragrant lemon-scented flowers, or Service-
berry, which offers flowers for pollinators and ber-
ries for birds.  

  Unfortunately, most of 
the plants sold at regular 
garden stores are non-
native ornamentals from 
Asia, have low wildlife 
value, and are sometimes 
invasive. One example is 
Butterfly Bush. Beautiful 

and hardy, its nectar attracts a variety of pollinators. 
However, it is not a larval host plant, and its 

hundreds of thousands of tiny seeds disperse on the 
wind to natural areas, where they take root and 
crowd out native plants. Some alternatives to 
Butterfly Bush that Mary recommends are the 
shrubs Summersweet, Virginia Sweet Spire, and 
Button Bush. 
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 Herbaceous plants with high wildlife value that 
you can find at Herring Run Nursery include asters, 
goldenrods, sunflowers, Joe Pye Weed, Mountain 
Mint, Swamp Rose, Bee Balm, and Wild Petunia. 
Groundcovers include sedges, ferns, and Golden 
Ragwort. 
 Need help deciding what to plant? Get thee to a 
nursery! Herring Run Nursery opens on March 17, 
and the knowledgeable staff and volunteers are 
happy to answer your questions.  
 Another resource is Habitat Ambassadors with 
the Patterson Park Audubon Center, who will come 
to your yard and tell you how to earn Bird Friendly 
Habitat Certification, complete with a beautiful sign 
to inspire your neighbors. Let’s plant native and get 
WILD in Idlewylde! 
 
Suggested resources 

• https://bluewaterbaltimore.org/herring-run-
nursery/ 

• https://mdflora.org/ 

• https://www.fws.gov/chesapeakebay/pdf/Native
PlantsforWildlifeHabitatandConservationLandsc
aping.pdf 

• https://homegrownnationalpark.org/ 

• https://patterson.audubon.org/conservation/bird
-friendly-habitat-sign 

• https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/17-
049_04_XercesSoc_Pollinator-Plants_Mid-
Atlantic-Region_web-3page.pdf 

 

Composting 
If you are concerned about the environment and 
would like to make a difference, you may be 
interested in learning more about composting. 
 Composting is "reusing and recycling our own 
food waste to rejuvenate our natural resources" 
(compostcrew.com). 
 Some of your Idlewylde neighbors have started 
composting with the Compost Crew Service. We 
started several months ago. Compost Crew picks up 
our compost weekly, either a 5 gallon or 12 gallon 
container, for a monthly fee (which can be cancelled 
at any time). Since composting, our regular garbage 
output has been greatly minimized. 
 Of course, you can compost on your own (which 
is great) but that is not something everyone can do. 

This service is very convenient, efficient, and an 
effective path to helping the environment. 
 We pay $36 monthly for a 12-gallon container (a 

5-gallon container 
costs less). The fee 
is reduced as more 
members from 
our community 
join. Stoneleigh’s 
fee is significantly 
less since they 
have many mem-
bers.  
If you are inter-
ested, please con-

tact Sarah Cedro at sarah@compostcrew.com and let 
her know that you are part of the Idlewylde Com-
munity. 

– Rosanne Silverman 

 
 

20 years ago 
A 12-acre county-owned park that overlooks 
Herring Run will open today in the Towson area. 
 The two-level park, at 1300 Overbrook Road 
in the Idlewylde community, will include a tot 
lot, a roller hockey court, sand volleyball court, 
an athletic field, a wheelchair-accessible play-
ground and picnic tables, said Jean Tansey, 
chief of capital planning and development for 
the Baltimore County Department of Recrea-
tion and Parks. The county purchased the site 
in 1995 from Genstar Corp. for $374,000. Tansey 
said the park cost $1.35 million, which included 
design and construction. 
 Called Overlook Park, "it is probably the last 
wide-open green space in the Towson area," 
said County Executive C. A. Dutch Ruppers-
berger. After the ribbon-cutting at 10 a.m., the 
Towson Recreation Council and the Idlewylde 
Community Association will sponsor a party for 
the neighborhood. 

 – From the Sun, April 6 2002 
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

 

From the President 
Welcome to the new-look Idlewylde News! We hope 
that the format — color photos! — is more 
engaging.  
 Engagement, in fact, is at the core of the Com-
munity Association’s mission — Idlewylde is at its 
strongest when it has the greatest amount of 
neighbor involvement.    
 How can you get involved?  Participating in 
Community Association events is a good way, but 
only one way. Please also consider joining a 
Community Association Committee (more in-
formation below), attend a monthly Board meeting 
or semi-annual General meeting, or submit content 
(even just a photo and caption) to the Newsletter.  
 If interested in a deeper commitment, the 
Community Association always benefits from new 
Board members.  If you are interested in such a 
position, please contact any current Board 
member.  

— Pete Ismay 

 

 

 

 

Events Committee 

Karen Rohr (Board Member) operatogo@aol.com 
Lesa Bain, lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 
Stephanie Boudreau, scbleo41@gmail.com 
Jamie Kass (ICA VP), jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Adreon Hubbard (also on Greening Committee) 

hubbardesol@gmail.com 
Michelle List (Board Member) classylist@hotmail.com 

We are always looking for new members to join at 
any time! Join us any time for an event or two. 
Suggestions also welcomed! 

— Jamie Kass 

 

 
ICA SPRING GENERAL MEETING 

 

Sunday, March 13, at 7:00 pm 
 

Like last fall’s GM, this will take place online. 
Members whose email address we have will 
receive a Zoom link and agenda. 
 Our elected State and County representatives 
have said they will attend. 

 
 
 

Your community association 
The Idlewylde Community Association is an all-
volunteer organization. The more people who 
volunteer, the more we can do.   
 We are compiling a volunteer database and 
would appreciate your letting us know of your 
interests. You can volunteer once in a while or on a 
more consistent basis. 
 Please indicate your interest in volunteering for 
the following: 
 Events. Volunteer your time and/or ideas.  Once 
Covid is under control, Idlewylde Hall is available to 
host kids' events, adult events, family events, etc. 
Overlook Park is a wonderful venue for outdoor 
events. 
 If you have an idea for an event or activity, the 
ICA would love to help you make it happen. 
 Newsletter (Idlewylde News). Write an article. 
Take photos. Help deliver the newsletter.  
 Idlewylde Hall/Business District. Help with 
minor maintenance and landscaping at the Hall, 
design ideas for Hall interior and exterior 
improvements, and Sherwood Rd litter clean-up. 
 Citizens on Patrol. Rachael Latini has volun-
teered to get this operation in gear. Stay tuned. 
 We have a great group of people; this is a won-
derful opportunity to get to know your Idlewylde 
neighbors.
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UNDELIVERABLE? Depends on how you look at it! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN TO SENDER? Tricky when the label is stuck over the return address. Luckily, some-
one looked at this letter standing on their head and decided that it was deliverable after all. 

 
 
 

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Board (2020-21) 

Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com  
Jamie Kass, VP, 410-375-9761 Jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Peggy Squitieri, Treasurer, 410-299-6920 pashannon@verizon.net 
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 

At-large members 
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com 
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com 
Chris Newton, newtonc88@yahoo.com 
Timothy Quinlan, timotheyquinlan85@gmail.com 
Karen Rohr, operatogo@aol.com 

OTHER OFFICERS 
Membership Secretary: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
Webmaster (idlewylde.org): Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com 
Director, Citizens on Patrol: Rachael Latini, 443-623-6637 raemarie999@gmail.com  

 

IDLEWYLDE NEWS 
Editor: Paul Romney, Distributor: Jamie Kass 
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No time to make big volunteer commitments? We are asking 
Idlewylde residents to consider volunteering for just 1 thing this 

year.   
No major commitment needed.  

There are lots of opportunities to get involved. We have committees that relate to the Hall, 
Social Events, Greening (Nature/Ecology Related), COPs patrol, Communications, and a 
committee that connects with the Business District on Sherwood Road. Committee 
meetings generally last an hour or less per month. All skills are needed from helping with 
social events, gardening, cleanup, or social media.  
All are welcome and needed to keep our community a great place to live! Talk with any 
Board member if you are interested in either a Board position or to volunteer for a 
committee or event.   

 


