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Yes! It’s our 75th! 

It’s not that long, really, especially to those of us 
who are older than the ICA, but the origins of the ICA 
are lost in the mists of time. Why was it founded? 
Maybe it had something to do with the wish to build 
a community hall, but we don’t know for sure. 
 Perhaps the question should be: what took so 
long? Idlewylde was first laid out in 1913, and it was 
half built by 1929. Many or most of us live in homes 
that are older than the ICA. 
 Of course, just because there was no community 
association doesn’t mean that the neighborhood 
wasn’t organized on some informal basis. Maybe the 
surge of post-war building that filled us in on the the 
north and east, suddenly increasing our population, 
created a need for more organization. 

 Maybe the growth of the city to the south, reach-
ing peak population in 1950 and generating traffic 
on Sherwood Rd, influenced the move. 
 A year earlier, the County had rejected an 
application to build four rowhomes at the south end 
of Sherwood Rd as part of a development 
overlapping the City line. This may not be a 
coincidence. It was the first of seven zoning 
decisions affecting those lots in less than three 
decades, and the Association would intervene in 
several of them. 
 Whatever the reason, the Idlewylde Improve-
ment Association was incorporated on May 2, 1947. 
Happy Birthday to Us! 
 

Photo: ICA’s  float and crew for the Towson  
Independence Day Parade, 1986 (ICA archives) 
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Community Calendar 

 
 

 
April 28, 5:30 – 7:30 pm Shredding Event (A Towson Community Alliance Event and we 
are invited!) 
This will be held at the Ascension Lutheran Church parking lot.  Have your old documents shredded for 
privacy and security.  If there is interest, we can offer an additional shredding event in the fall. 

 
May 14, 9 am–1 pm (rain date May 15): Idlewylde Community Yard Sale 
This event will be advertised locally. Time to clear out the old and maybe find some new treasures. 
 
June 25, 10am–2 pm (rain date 6/26): Idlewylde Garden Tour 
Time to visit the hidden gems in our neighborhood. Tickets will be on sale starting at 9:30 am on the side 
lawn of the Idlewylde United Methodist Church on Parkway. If you are willing to share your flower 
garden or landscaped yard with the community, or wish to suggest a yard to be included, please contact 
Jamie Kass at 410-375-9761. 

 
July 24 (rain date 7/29): Ice Cream Social 
Idlewylde residents are invited to join us at the upper level of Overlook Park for free ice cream and 
toppings! 

 
August 24 (rain date 8/25): Ice Cream Social 

 
October (Date and Time TBD): Children’s Halloween Party!   
We are bringing back the epic Halloween party at the Hall!  Volunteers needed to make this a fabulous 
time for all. Please contact Stephanie Boudreau or Jamie Kass if you have any time to devote to this event. 
 
 

ICA Board meetings 
7:30 pm at the Idlewylde Hall 

 
Upcoming: May 10, June 14, July 12, August 9 

 
Meetings are open to community members, but 

please confirm date and time with a Board 
member as they occasionally change 

 
Do you have an event you would like to happen 
in Idlewylde?  Do you like the events that have 
taken place?  We are in search of suggestions 
and ideas!  Please contact any Board Member 

 or Committee Member with your thoughts 
 

 
 

Events Committee 
 

Karen Rohr (Board Member) 

operatogo@aol.com 

Lesa Bain lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 

Stephanie Boudreau, scbleo41@gmail.com 

Jamie Kass (ICA VP), jamie.kass741@gmail.com 

Adreon Hubbard, hubbardesol@gmail.com 

Michelle List (Board Member), 

classylist@hotmail.com 
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ICA Spring General Meeting 
The meeting, staged on Zoom on March 13, began 
with presentations from County Councilman David 
Marks and State Delegate Cathi Forbes  
 Councilman Marks mentioned that the decennial 
census-based redistricting will consolidate Towson 
in a single district. He regretted that he, as a resident 
of Perry Hall, will not be eligible to represent 
Idlewylde after this year. 
 He then addressed the following issues: 

• Roadwork. Litchfield and Parkway Rds re-
main a priority for re-surfacing. 

• Crime.  This is the issue that generates most 
email. The Towson police department is 
short of officers, and there is a need to 
improve recruitment and retention. The 
County Executive is promoting a bill which 
expands the scope of the current padlock law 
by requiring commercial properties that 
generate criminal activity to co-operate with 
the police on safety issues. 

He also stated that the county council 
expects to work intensively this summer 
on legislation banning single-use plastic 
bags. 
 Diane Christopher praised the 
Councilman for the help he has given the 
community. 
 Delegate Forbes gave a rundown of subjects 
being considered by the state legislature. She noted 
that the budgetary position is strong, partly 
because of pandemic-related federal funding and 
partly because the state’s economy had not been too 
badly affected by the emergency. The House of Del-
egates has voted to put the question of legalizing the 
recreational use of marijuana to popular referen-
dum. It has adopted various measures to defend and 
expand access to abortion.  
 Del. Forbes stated that she and State Senator 
Chris West are pushing a bill to increase by 50 per 
cent, to $30,000, the maximum compensation pay-
able by the Maryland Home Improvement Commis-
sion Guarantee Fund for damages caused by delin-
quent contractors. 
 After dealing with routine business, the meeting 
closed with the president inviting neighbors to take 
a turn on the board and help guide the ICA into its 
next 75 years. 
 

Idlewylde history: Team preps 
Zoom talk 
The ICA was recently contacted by the Baltimore 
Architecture Foundation with an invitation to pre-
sent on the history and development of our commu-
nity, and maybe a walking tour too. The talk will be 
scheduled sometime this summer or fall. There may 
be a walking tour as well. 
 2022 is the bicentenary of the birth of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, famous as the designer of New York 
City’s Central Park. His work in landscape architec-
ture was continued by his sons, whose firm Olmsted 
Brothers helped to design several parks, garden 
suburbs and landscaped roadways in Baltimore.  
 In 1928 Idlewylde’s developer, Cityco Realty, 
contracted Olmsted Bros to consult on the develop-
ment of Idlewylde north of Regester Ave. No doubt 
they were inspired the property’s picturesque 
ravines, and perhaps by a wish to compete with the 
fancier Stoneleigh development. 

 The scheme fizzled, probably owing to 
the Great Depression, but the plans have 
been preserved at the Frederick Law 
Olmsted National Historic Site in 
Brookline, MA.  
 The blueprint reproduced on page 9 

shows the original layout of Idlewylde Section B, 
with streets sweeping along both of Idlewylde’s 
ravines and crossing Herring Run into today’s 
Glendale neighborhood.  
 Had it been implemented, Idlewylde would be 
tightly knitted into neighborhoods to the north and 
east. Sherwood Rd would be a through street to 
Towson. (As we know, the County tried that on in the 
1970s anyway). There would be no Overlook Park. 
 And north of “Lichfield”, “Hillendale Road” would 
have gone straight through the middle of the woods 
shown in March’s masthead photo. 

— Paul Romney 
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He came to our neighborhood as a juv-
enile, during the eerie quiet of the pan-
demic’s first year when traffic virtually 
ceased and the air became so exception-
ally clear birds could rejoice.  In what 
was almost a naïve breach of protocol for a bird of 
prey, he perched on the branch of a small tree within 
a few feet of my neighbor Patricia’s window on 
Regester Ave.  
 Her daughter captured a photo. The teardrop 
markings on his breast, the relative proportions of 
his body and his length, resembled just a few differ-
ent types of hawks. As he grew, his size, feathering 
and the calls he made enabled the Raptor Trust 
organization in New Jersey to help us identify him as 
a Red-shouldered Hawk. 
                                                      
He frequented many backyards as 
he became comfortable with his 
nascent adulthood, once perching 
on my fence while a squirrel 
attempted to unseat him.  They 
played a game, with the squirrel 
inching down the tree trunk in 
contact with the fence, waiting 
for the hawk to react, which of 
course he did by spreading his 
magnificent wings and issuing a 
piercing warning cry.  
 Then, one night in October 
2020, as I was sitting at my desk 
with the light on and blinds 
closed, this furious swishing of 
what I can only imagine were 
large wings contacted the 
window screen.  Was he hunting 
at night?  Did he chase a smaller 
bird into my window screen? By 
the time I went outside to see what the ruckus was 
about, all was quiet. 
 Patricia had coincidentally selected a book for our 
first book club meeting that would prove helpful for 
understanding this marvelous creature: “H is for 
Hawk”, the true story of a falconer’s time spent 
training a goshawk named Mabel.  We named 
Idlewylde’s hawk Frederick, though others of you 
who knew him may well have called him by an even 
better name.   

 We learned that hawks have incredible 
vision, enabling them to observe the 
tiniest twitch of a blade of grass that 
might indicate the presence of a mouse. 
They are constantly processing sensory 

information from their environment and, not unlike 
crows and probably other birds, familiarize 
themselves with individual human faces. They have 
personality. Frederick was observing us as much as 
we were observing him. 
 Later in 2020 I spied him perched high on a cable 
over Maldon Rd and stopped for a brief chat.  He 
watched me with curiosity as I spoke and then did 
the most amazing thing as I turned to leave; he 
swooped down across the road within a couple of 
feet of the top of my head and landed on a piece of 
dead wood in the brush, looking back at me as if to 

say “So there!” 
 Frederick disappeared for a while 
in 2021, but I was relieved to see him 
again in the late fall, relaxing on one 
of my maples while he oversaw my 
yardwork.  He stayed there, as if 
resting, for the full two hours I was 
collecting dead branches and other 
plant debris from the less well-
tended part of my yard.  
 He was beefier than before, a fully 
formed adult. Again, I spoke to him, 
and he looked down at me as if 
bemused by this human who was 
trying to communicate. 
 
Then, by some miracle, in early 2022, 
there were two of them!  Frederick 
had acquired a mate, and Idlewylde 
was his chosen territory to sire off-
spring with her. They soared 

together, higher than I had ever seen Frederick soar 
alone. Their cries back and forth could be heard far 
and wide. I saw them capture a small bird together. 
Grasped in the mate’s talons, they took it off, per-
haps to their nest. 
 My last sighting of Frederick in fine form was from 
my kitchen window a couple of weeks ago, when I 
could only glimpse his talons clutching the top of the 
basketball hoop in my backyard before he flew off. 
 

AN ODE FOR 
FREDERICK 
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At 1:30 PM yesterday he was sighted in a yard on 
Beverly Rd, seemingly in distress, but apparently he 
recovered. By 2 PM, however, all was not well.  He 
had somehow managed to cross over my yard and 
reach the opposite adjoining fence line in Patricia’s 
yard. She and I had scheduled one of our pandemic 
deck chats for 2PM, and just as she emerged from 
her back patio door upon my arrival, she exclaimed 
“Look!” and then we saw, almost in slow motion, the 
cat approaching the hawk, our Idlewylde hawk, as he 
lay unmoving, belly up on the ground.  I ran, yelling 
at the cat, which was by then batting Frederick’s 
wings as he began to fight back with his talons.   
 As I chased the cat off, I was so relieved to see 
that Frederick was still alive. But 
how was he injured? Did the odd 
angle at which he held his wing 
mean that it was broken? We knew 
that the cat was not to blame, 
because it had clearly only just then 
found Frederick, and the few 
swipes of a paw could not have 
done much damage.  
 While Patricia — his godmother, 
if you will — stood watch, I franti-
cally called all the nearby wildlife 
rescue places I could find online.  
Only one could take him, if we were 
willing to drive to their facility in 
Montgomery County.  They gave us 
instructions on how to safely do the 
capture, but advised against it if he 
was too active.  
 Plus, from the questions they asked, it became 
clear they were probing to see if he had suffered 
head trauma or some other neurological problem. 
Was he walking with his head a bit tilted?  We didn’t 
know until fifteen minutes later, when he had recov-
ered well enough to right himself and began to walk 
slowly (yes, the head a bit tilted) away from me. I fol-
lowed him back across the yards, talking softly to 
give him comfort.  He was able to fully extend his 
beautiful wings, although he could not fly, either 
because he was too dizzy or too weak.  
 I decided against trying to capture him, as there 
were no visible external injuries. If he had just been 
stunned by hitting something with his head, he 
might quickly get better, while certain other causes 

of neurologic damage could pose a risk for me.   
 Eventually he found a spot that suited him in a 
tangle of bushes, protected enough from other crea-
tures entering that he felt safe.  By then we were in 
the backyard of a neighbor on Arran Rd. He perched 
on a low branch of the bushes about 2 feet above the 
ground. But a gaggle of blue jays began a harass-
ment, inching closer and closer.  I cried out and 
scared them off, at which point Frederick uttered 
three piercing cries and flopped over, still clinging to 
the branch with one foot.  He seemed to be suffering 
mini-seizures.  
 I ran to the neighbor’s door to explain why I was 
in their backyard. They were very concerned and 

came out to try to help. He was still 
alive, eventually moving to upright 
himself as we trimmed away 
branches that were trapping one 
wing.  But then he was motionless 
for at least half an hour.  We gently 
prodded him with a stick, with no 
response.   
 
Frederick died April 2 at about 4:30 
PM.  We could hear his mate inces-
santly crying out for him in a tall 
maple tree nearby. We covered him 
with a large box to keep other ani-
mals out and called the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR).  
By the time the agent came to col-
lect his body, rigor mortis had set in. 

 This morning, I awoke with that dull ache all too 
familiar to those who have lost a living being they 
care about, triggered by the realization that the 
world is now an emptier place.  I could hear his mate 
incessantly calling again, so I walked out on my back 
porch and finally could localize her calls to a tall 
conifer just above the spot where Frederick died.  I 
stood there watching and listening for a while, then 
turned and walked back inside. She quieted and fell 
silent.   
 We will never know for sure, but from the pattern 
of death it is possible that he was killed by eating a 
mouse or a rat laden with rodenticide.  Birds of prey 
are highly susceptible to these poisons because they 
sit at the top of the food chain for the targeted ani-
mals. Yet Frederick provided us with a natural means 
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of rodent control, and because of his death there will 
be more rats and mice.   
 If you encounter an injured wild animal, you can 
call the DNR dispatch number for immediate help: 
410-260-8888.  Be assured, they are very kind in their 
approach. For an animal that you think might survive 
following an external injury, you can find a list of 
wildlife rehabilitators on the DNR website.  

 Most important is to keep a safe distance, 
particularly if the injury appears to be internal or 
neurological in nature because in addition to 
poisoning, another potential cause of such 
symptoms is a serious infection that might be 
transmissible to humans. 

— Christine Miller, April 3, 2022

Bird-Friendly Habitat: Good for Birds, Biodiversity, and People
Have you noticed more feathered friends singing, 
perching, and flying about lately? It’s Spring 
migration season!  

Seventy per cent of birds are migratory, and each 
Spring and Fall, billions travel thousands of miles. 
Baltimore is on the Atlantic Flyway, used by over 500 
species. At the latest ICA Greening Committee meet-
ing, Erin Reed Miller of the Patterson Park Audubon 
Center spoke about ways to help birds, who have 
suffered a more than 25% population decline in North 

America in the 
last 50 years. 
The good news 
is that there 
are lots of 
things we can 

do in our own yards and neighborhoods to support 
both migratory and residential birds. 
 To help the large percentage of migrating birds 
that travel at night, we can reduce outdoor lighting 
that can interfere with their ability to navigate by the 
stars. The organization Lights Out Baltimore has 
more information about this and other helpful 
actions, such as making windows bird-friendly to 
reduce bird strikes, and keeping cats inside. Outdoor 
cats are a leading cause of bird mortality.  

 Perhaps the most important thing we can do, 
however, is to create bird-friendly habitat in our 
yards and parks by planting native trees, shrubs, and 
herbaceous plants that provide shelter, nesting 
sites, and nutritious food.  
 While most adult birds eat a combination of 
seeds, insects, and fruits, most hatchlings eat only 
caterpillars, which are soft and squishy and loaded 
with protein and carotenoids. Carotenoids make 
birds’ feathers more colorful, which can help attract 
mates. As Erin said, “Native plants equals caterpillars 
equals sexy birds.”  
 Native plants host far more caterpillars than the 
non-native ornamentals from Asia and Europe that 
are sold in most garden stores. According to ento-
mologist Douglas W. Tallamy, author of Bringing 
Nature Home and other books promoting biodiver-
sity, we should try to plant at least 70% native plants, 
especially “keystone species” like oaks, Highbush 
Blueberry, and Goldenrod, that host the greatest 
number of caterpillars. 

 Do you want to create a bird-friendly yard but 
aren’t sure where to start? Consider applying for a 
Bird-Friendly Habitat sign through Patterson Park 
Audubon Center at https://patterson.audubon.org/.  
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After you order your sign for $30, you will be con-
tacted to set up a site visit by an Audubon Habitat 
Ambassador, who meets with you in your yard in a 
supportive, non-judgmental way to determine if 
your yard meets the criteria and to give suggestions.  

 Not sure you’re ready for a yard visit? The Patter-
son Park Audubon website has downloadable PDFs 
of the Top Ten recommended native trees, shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants to support birds. Of course, 
these plants also support native moths, butterflies 
and bees and are hardy and low-maintenance. 
Nearby Herring Run Native Plant Nursery has many 
of these plants in stock. 
 Want to improve the habitat of our neighborhood 

park? Join the Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park to 
learn plant identification and manually remove non-
native invasive vines and plants that are harming the 
trees and habitat. We meet on Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m. 
Complete the quick, one-time registration at https://-
towsonrec.sportngin.com/register/form/492880206 
or email hubbardesol@gmail.com. We will meet 
until at least the end of May.  
 Some of the dozens of bird species seen in the 
park include Red-shouldered Hawks, Great Blue 
Herons, White-throated Sparrows, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Golden and Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Red-
bellied and Pileated Woodpeckers, Titmice, and 
Carolina Wrens. Grab a good pair of binoculars, 
download the Cornell Merlin Bird ID app, and enjoy 
the rewarding hobby of birding! 
 Other useful websites: 

https://patterson.audubon.org/about 
http://www.lightsoutbaltimore.org/ 
https://www.audubon.org/news/cats-pose-even-
bigger-threat-birds-previously-thought 
https://www.udel.edu/udaily/2018/october/non-
native-plants-birds-insects-washington-chickadee-
desiree-narango-doug-tallamy/ 
https://bluewaterbaltimore.org/nursery/

Surprise Shop alive and well, turns 58!  
Here is an update on the health and well-being of 
the Surprise Shop of Trinity Episcopal Church at 
122 Allegheny Ave, Towson.  
 April 1 marked the shop’s 58th birthday. It was 
closed for 3 months in 2020 due to the pandemic, 
but has remained open otherwise and is currently 
thriving. We feel lucky to have survived the pan-
demic. It was not easy.  
 I encourage you to come in and shop in our 
historic house, once the parish rectory. There is free 
parking behind the shop off Baltimore Ave, which is 
one-way northbound off Allegheny just east of 
Bosley Rd: in other words, between Bosley and 
Towson Circle.  
 Our name is quite appropriate, because it’s al-
ways a surprise to see what we have in stock. You 
can count on clothing and shoes for ALL family 
members, housewares, small furniture, books, 
cards ($.25) and who knows what else?  
 In March 2022 alone, the Surprise Shop donated 
$742 worth of articles (mostly clothing) to clients 

from the Assistance Center of Towson Churches 
(ACTC) who had need.  
 Our ‘Janet’s Drawers’ ministry continues to pro-
vide NEW underwear and NEW socks to those same 
clients. As you may recall, Idlewylde’s own Nicolas 
Elliott, of Overbrook Road, collects for this cause. 
(#fillthedrawers). We are always in need of inven-
tory or money to buy the same.  
 We close for the first two weeks of August for 
vacation and cleanout. There is a huge sale the last 
week in July. We accept donations Monday thru Fri-
day from 10AM to 3PM. We are always in need of vol-
unteers.  
 The Surprise Shop is open for business Monday 
through Saturday from 10 AM to 4 PM. We process 
new inventory daily. Come in to see what’s new!  
 Thank you for your support. 

— Stephanie Foy 
  
 

For more information contact Stephanie Foy, 1201 
Overbrook Rd 21239, stephaniefoy82@gmail.com  
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Board (2020-21) 

Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 
pcismay@hotmail.com  

Jamie Kass, VP, 410-375-9761 
Jamie.kass741@gmail.com 

Peggy Squitieri, Treasurer, 410-299-6920 
pashannon@verizon.net 

Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 
paulromney03@aim.com 

At-large members 
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 

dianechristopher12@gmail.com 
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 

classylist@hotmail.com 
Chris Newton, newtonc88@yahoo.com 
Timothy Quinlan, timotheyquinlan85@gmail.com 
Karen Rohr, operatogo@aol.com 

OTHER OFFICERS 
Membership Secretary: Paul Romney,  

410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
Webmaster (idlewylde.org): Jessica Brown,  

412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com 
Director, Citizens on Patrol: Rachael Latini,  

443-623-6637 raemarie999@gmail.com  

IDLEWYLDE NEWS 
Editor: Paul Romney, Distributor: Jamie Kass 

 

Your community association 
The Idlewylde Community Association is an all-
volunteer organization. The more people who 
volunteer, the more we can do.   
 We are compiling a volunteer database and 
would appreciate your letting us know of your 
interests. You can volunteer once in a while or on a 
more consistent basis. 
 Please indicate your interest in volunteering for 
the following: 
 Events. Volunteer your time and/or ideas.  Once 
Covid is under control, Idlewylde Hall is available to 
host kids' events, adult events, family events, etc. 
Overlook Park is a wonderful venue for outdoor 
events. 
 

 If you have an idea for an event or activity, the 
ICA would love to help you make it happen. 
 Newsletter (Idlewylde News). Write an article. 
Take photos. Help deliver the newsletter.  
 Idlewylde Hall/Business District. Help with 
minor maintenance and landscaping at the Hall, 
design ideas for Hall interior and exterior 
improvements, and Sherwood Rd litter clean-up. 
 Citizens on Patrol. Rachael Latini has volun-
teered to get this operation in gear. Stay tuned. 
 We have a great group of people; this is a won-
derful opportunity to get to know your Idlewylde 
neighbors. 

A helping hand 
The recent announcement that the County is 
sponsoring a program of home living and repair 
assistance for eligible Seniors reminds me of other, 
simpler things we might think of when looking out 
for our neighbors.  
 Medical and social services can be quite zealous 
about measuring the Activities of Daily Living (ADL) 
faced by their clients in the home, and it’s useful for 
us to get our homes surveyed by an occupational 
therapist for hazards and needed assistive devices. 
However, such surveys are often only conducted 
within the home and perhaps on methods of gaining 
access to it. 
 Old folks are often thought of as accumulating 
trash in their old age, but it may simply be due to the 
difficulty of getting trash cans and recycling bins to 
and from the curb.  The trip from kitchen to bins 
gets put off and — no pun intended — the can 
situation gets kicked down the road.  
 So it’s up to us to keep an eye on our older and 
disabled neighbors and offer this simple help. Is it 
within the realm of possibility that a list of tele-
phone numbers could be published in our commu-
nity that a neighbor could call should help be 
needed with bin lifting and shifting? 

— Donald Hart 
 
At idlewylde.org there’s a form you can fill out to 
offer or request this kind of help. If you’re not online, 
please call a board member. 
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Olmsted Archives, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site. The original blueprint is reproduced in negative for 
greater clarity. 
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Thanks again to Donald Hart for tending  
the triangle at the intersection of  
Overbrook and Banbury! 
 
 
 

Undulating Idlewylde 
The lowest part of Idlewylde, where Regester Ave 
crosses Herring Run, is about 280 feet above sea level. 
The highest part, at the north end of Sherwood Rd, is 
more than 450 feet above sea level. 
 Something to bear in mind when planning a walking 
tour! 


