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Getting on with it 
Your ICA board has been hard at work protecting 
Idlewylde’s property values and quality of life. 

We’ve been monitoring a planned development 
at 1202 Regester (corner of Litchfield) that will 
replace the existing home with two new ones. The 
plan broadly conforms to zoning regulations, 
but we’ve alerted County officials to concerns 
about traffic safety and stormwater runoff. 

Another projected development would put 
eight row-homes on the vacant lots at the 
south end of Sherwood Rd, opposite the Hall. This 
counts as a major development and would require a 
community input hearing. The property-owner and 
a development consultant attended the May board 
meeting to brief us on their plans. Again, the 
proposal conforms to zoning regulations, but it’s a 
sensitive location and the lots have a history (see 
the Fall 2021 issue of this newsletter). We’re 
keeping an eye on it. 

We’ve also been keeping an eye on the rest of the 
block. Our business district committee has been 
holding monthly meetings with the merchants to 
share their and our concerns. County code enforce-
ment inspectors are conducting regular inspections 
and have issued litter citations. And County police 

have been on the lookout to deter attempted 
drug dealing. 

Just north of the block, we were able to 
close down a business operating illegally on 
an absentee-owned residential property. 

The greening committee has been pressing the 
County department of recreation and parks over the 
spraying of toxic herbicides in Overlook Park — 
especially in and around the tot lot. (See Christine 
and Timothy’s report inside). 

The events committee organized a community 
yard sale in May. The weather wasn’t perfect, but at 
least we avoided the cold and rainy weekend before 
it. 

— Your ICA Board 
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
 

WHAT IT’S ABOUT: The ICA’s mission statement as stated in the by-laws 
A. To own, maintain, and promote the use of the property known as the Community Hall;  
B. To promote the welfare and quality of life of Idlewylde residents.  
C. To maintain the appearance of, and protect and improve residential property values in, Idlewylde;  
D. To express the views of the Association members affecting the welfare of residents and residential 

property values in Idlewylde;  
E. To promote and foster educational, recreational, and social activities for its members;  
F. To disseminate such information as shall be useful to Idlewylde residents;  
G. To express views, propose legislation and zoning ordinances, and maintain the observance of zoning 

and other governmental laws and regulations affecting Idlewylde and surrounding areas. 
 

Your moment? Your ICA  
At September’s general meeting the ICA will select a 
new board, as it has each year for the last 75 years. 
Several long-serving board members are planning 
not to run again. We’ll need a new President, Vice 
President, Treasurer and Secretary. 
 This unusual (but not unprecedented) situation 
is mainly due to the pandemic. It arrived just as we 
were due to embark on a state-funded rehab of the 
hall, and volunteers who might have expected to 
cycle out of office in 2020 and 2021 felt they should 

stay on to see the rehab completed and the hall back 
to full functioning.  
 Now everything’s fixed, the folk who bore the 
brunt of that effort are looking forward to some 
well-earned downtime. If you’ve ever thought about 
volunteering for the board — or even if you haven’t 
— now may be your moment. 
 The Board meets monthly to consider commu-
nity concerns and plan events. You can get a good 
idea of them from this or any newsletter. What do 
the four officers do? 
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 The President sets the agenda and plays a lead-
ing role in implementing the board’s decisions, 
especially those that require interacting with 
County officials. 
 The Treasurer keeps the accounts, writes the 
checks, banks the income, and presents financial 
statements at board meetings and the twice-yearly 
general meetings.  
 The Secretary announces meetings of the board 
and the association, takes and writes up the minutes 
of those meetings, and takes charge of the corre-
spondence and other archives of the Association, 
including minutes, newsletters, by-laws and other 
corporate records, except the financial records 
maintained by the Treasurer. 
 The Veep can sit around looking pretty unless he 
or she has to sub for the President. Generally, 
though, they’ll want to take part in one or more of 
the board’s action committees. (The Prez and Veep 
are ex officio members of every ICA committee.) 
 Jamie Kass certainly didn’t sit round looking 
pretty. She ran the Events Committee, took a leading 
part in the Hall Committee, and planted the Hall 
garden that is looking spectacular at time of writing 
(see opposite).  
 But don’t worry: if you take over from her as VP, 
you won’t have to tend the garden unless you want 
to. Responsibility for Hall landscaping has been 
taken over by the ICA greening committee. 
 Community, quality of life, and property values 
— what’s not to like? If you think you may be 
interested in taking a turn at the tiller, please 
contact any board member. Or why not come to a 
Board meeting — second Tuesday of each month — 
to see what goes on?  
 Serving on the board is interesting work in a 
good cause. Here are a couple of testimonies by 
longtime ICA officers. 
 

I’ve lived in Idlewylde since the 1980s and have 
been active in the community for most of that 
time. In the 1990s I belonged to the Sherwood 
Road Revitalization Committee, which worked 
with the County to install new curbs, bump-
outs, sidewalks, lighting and landscaping in the 
Sherwood Road business district. We also 

procured grants for improvements to the 
Idlewylde Hall. 
 Several years ago, I joined the ICA board and 
have been involved with various development 
issues that could affect our community. I cur-
rently serve as treasurer and as the liaison 
between the ICA board and the hall manager.  
 You can help the Idlewylde Community Asso-
ciation thrive and maintain Idlewylde Hall by 
serving on a committee, as a board member, or 
as a volunteer to plan and coordinate commu-
nity-building events. I once asked someone if 
she would be interested in serving as a board 
member. She responded that she didn’t feel she 
was qualified. That could not be further from 
the truth!  
 My fellow board members have always been 
supportive and a great group to work with.  

 — Peggy Squitieri 
 
I joined the Board shortly after moving to 
Idlewylde, ten years ago, during a community 
effort to oppose a potential Baltimore County 
Public Schools re-districting plan.  I’ve been the 
President of the ICA for most of the time since.  I 
am grateful to have held the position — it’s 
been a rewarding opportunity to advocate for 
the community and connect with fellow 
Idlewylde residents. The many types of issues 
that come to the Board’s attention each present 
a welcome challenge to address community-
wide or block-specific impacts. I look forward to 
new Board membership and leadership that 
will carry on the effort that helps make 
Idlewylde a vibrant and enjoyable place to live. 

— Pete Ismay 
 
 
 

A thousand thumbs up! 
In the current (2021-22) year, 32 members 
have donated a total of more than $1,000 over 
and above dues. It has been a terrific help in 
enabling the ICA to get past the pandemic. 
Thank you all very much!    
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Community Calendar 
 

 
June 25, 10am–2 pm (rain date 6/26): Idlewylde Garden Tour 
 
July 24 (rain date 7/29): Ice Cream Social 
Idlewylde residents are invited to join us at the upper level of Overlook Park for free ice cream and toppings! 

 
August 24 (rain date 8/25): Ice Cream Social  
 
September: Dumpster Day (tba) 
 
September 18 (5-7PM): Fall General Meeting 
After two years of online gatherings, we’ll be meeting at the Hall! Masks optional, but we will be serving 
pizza. 

 
October 15, 2-4 PM: Children’s Halloween Party!   
We are bringing back the epic Halloween party at the Hall!  Volunteers needed to make this a fabulous 
time for all. Please contact Stephanie Boudreau or Jamie Kass if you have time to devote to this event. 

 

 ICA Board meetings 

Usually 7:30 pm at the Idlewylde Hall, 

2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Meetings are open to community 

members, but please confirm date and 

time with a Board member as they 

occasionally change. 

 

Events Committee 
 

Karen Rohr (Board Member), 
operatogo@aol.com 
Lesa Bain lesa.m.bain@gmail.com 
Stephanie Boudreau, scbleo41@gmail.com 
Jamie Kass (ICA VP), 
jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Adreon Hubbard, hubbardesol@gmail.com 
Michelle List (Board Member), 
classylist@hotmail.com 
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TACT ANY BOARD MEMBE 
IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 
BOARD (2020-21) 

Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com  
Jamie Kass, VP, 410-375-9761 Jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Peggy Squitieri, Treasurer, 410-299-6920 pashannon@verizon.net 
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 

At-large members: 
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com 
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com 
Chris Newton, newtonc88@yahoo.com 
Timothy Quinlan, timotheyquinlan85@gmail.com 
Karen Rohr, operatogo@aol.com 

OTHER OFFICERS 
Membership Secretary: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
Webmaster (idlewylde.org): Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com
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Native plants just wanna have sun  
Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park  
Sweat pours off your face. Your back, knees, and 
hands ache from kneeling and pulling weeds. A gnat 
flies in your eye. Suddenly, a majestic monarch 
butterfly darts and glides past the mini milkweed 
meadow you have just liberated from invasive vines. 
A curious catbird perches on your tool bucket, five 
feet away. The passionate cry of a Red-shouldered 
Hawk in a nearby canopy tree pierces the air. What’s 
not to love? You are saving the planet, one native 
plant at a time!  
 Beneficial native plants in Overlook Park have 
gotten a boost lately from the dedicated volunteers 
of Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park (HSOP.) HSOP 
was formed in March, 2022 as a Baltimore County-
approved Community Generated Project and 
Towson Recreation Council Program, sponsored by 
the ICA Greening Committee 
and the Green Towson 
Alliance. We restore habitat by 
manually removing (without 
power tools or herbicides) non-
native invasive plants (NNIs) 
that out-compete and smother 
natives. The group, based on the Baltimore City Rec-
reation and Parks Weed Warriors program, is over-
seen by a Certified Weed Warrior trained in plant 
identification and removal methods.  
 It may be impossible to eradicate all of the NNIs, 
which are numerous and widespread in the park. 
However, the group’s recent methodical pulling of 
aggressive non-native Porcelainberry vines near the 
athletic field and stream has given a variety of native 

plants access to the air, water, and sunlight they 
need to thrive, at least for now.  

These interestingly-named plants include: Blue-
eyed Grass, Blue Flag Iris, Boxelder, Black Raspberry,  
Common Milkweed, 

Daisy Fleabane, Dogbane, 
Horse Chestnut, Pignut Hickory, Red Chokeberry, Tall 
White Beardtongue, and Virginia Creeper.  

Beneficial native insects seen utilizing these 
plants include butterflies such as Azures, Eastern-
tailed Blues, Monarchs, Common Sootywing and 
Silver-spotted Skippers, Brown-belted Bumblebees, 

Red Milkweed Beetles, and 
Orange Assassin Bugs. Birds 
include Red-shouldered Hawks, 
Pileated Woodpeckers, Gray 
Catbirds, Carolina Wrens, and 
many others. 

Why is this work important? 
As I’ve mentioned in previous articles, native plants 
are the basis of the food web. Plants make food from 
sunlight and are eaten by insects. Insects are then 
eaten by birds, mammals, and other wildlife. Native 
insects often can only eat the native plants they co-
evolved with over millions of years.  

Non-native plants from other continents, includ-
ing ornamental plants from Asia and Europe that are 
routinely sold at garden stores, often escape our 
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yards and cultivated landscapes into natural areas 
like parks. Once there, they crowd out natives, 
compromising the food web needed to sustain life.  

This phenomenon is a leading cause of the dra-
matic losses in insect and bird populations seen over 
the last 50 years. The good news is that we can 
reverse these declines by planting native trees, 
shrubs, and herbaceous plants in our yards and con-
trolling the spread of NNIs. 

 
 Can you join the group? Yes! We’ve been meeting 
on Wednesday afternoons from 2-4 PM in the lower 
park parking lot to go over the plan for the day and 
give a mini-training to any new members on plant 
identification and effective removal techniques. Due 
to summer heat, risk of ticks, and other factors, the 
group plans to stop work at the end of June, 2022 
and resume in the fall or winter. 

Anyone interested in joining must complete the 
required, easy, one-time online registration at 
https://towsonrec.sportngin.com/register/form/4928
80206 so you are covered by the Towson Recreation 
Council liability insurance. Once you register, you’ll 
receive occasional emails (no more than once a 
week when we are in session) confirming that the 
group is meeting that week. If you have questions, 
please email hubbardesol@gmail.com. 
 Don’t have time to volunteer in the park? No 
problem. You can make a difference by just planting 
natives in your own yard. Visit nearby Herring Run 
Native Plant Nursery, participate in the upcoming 
Fall Idlewylde Native Tree Planting (details to come,) 
or consider entering the Towson Native Garden 
Contest. Every little bit counts! 

References: 
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamy/not-in-
our-yard-doug-tallamy 
https://e360.yale.edu/features/how-non-native-
plants-are-contributing-to-a-global-insect-decline 
https://www.invasive.org/alien/pubs/midatlantic/mi
datlantic.pdf 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
6/18/22 

 
I happened to be in the park on Thursday with a Blue 
Water Baltimore staff member discussing a habitat 
restoration project when we noticed that someone had 
constructed a rock dam across the stream near the 
seating area (see photo.) The staff member said this is 
unhealthy for the stream and aquatic life: sediment is 
seen building up behind it, and we could see the 
minnows circling, not able to swim any further 
downstream. In addition, assuming that the rocks were 
taken from the stream bed, that is also harmful to the 
stream habitat, as various critters may be living or 
nesting under the rocks. 

 
 The park was completely trash-free, and we guessed 
that a volunteer group may have recently been there 
picking up trash. Or it may have been some kids 
enjoying the outdoors. The next time we get a big storm, 
the rocks may be dislodged, but it would be good to get 
the word out that creating rock dams there may have 
unintended negative impacts. Thanks for listening. 
Adreon Hubbard 
Maryland Master Naturalist 
Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park group leader 

https://towsonrec.sportngin.com/register/form/492880206
https://towsonrec.sportngin.com/register/form/492880206
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Pesticide use in Overlook Park 
A concern for humans and bees 
Within the past couple of years, neighbors have 
noticed that pesticides were being applied to the 
Overlook Park tot lot by Baltimore County personnel 
or contractors. We contacted County officials sev-
eral times and eventually received detailed answers 
to our questions about their weed management 
plan, including the name and quantity of the specific 
pesticide being used, Glufosinate.  

After reviewing the scientific literature on its 
effects, we wrote to the County explaining why the 
application of this pesticide is potentially unsafe for 
those who frequently use the park, particularly 
young children and pregnant women.  

There is compelling scientific evidence that our 
skin absorbs Glufosinate when in contact with 
treated surfaces. It is a potent inhibitor of glutamine 
synthetase, and inhibition of this enzyme can lead to 
excitotoxicity, a process that can have harmful con-
sequences during development. The potential levels 
of exposure in the tot lot, based on the quantities 
applied to weeds in the play area, could exceed the 
daily safe limit set by the World Health Organization 
and by the EPA. Taking this risk to remove harmless 
weeds seems unnecessary to us, particularly when 
there are safe and effective alternatives such as 
using a weed whacker, or manual removal in special 
circumstances. 

If the potential harms to human health aren’t bad 
enough, emerging research on this general class of 
pesticides (glyphosates) is linking their use to harms 
for our ever more vulnerable bee population. The 
original 2013 EPA review of this pesticide gave 
glyphosates a green light for bee health, but survival 
in the wild can be a lot tougher than in a clean labor-
atory setting supplied with everything a bee could 
need. Bees in the wild often struggle to find ade-

quate food, and a recent study in the journal Science 
demonstrates that bees exposed to a glyphosate 
exhibited an impaired ability to maintain proper nest 
temperature when their food source was limited, 
resulting in diminished colony size. Other work has 
shown that glyphosates make bees under stress 
more vulnerable to infections. 

Should you wish to voice an opinion on pesticide 
use in Overlook Park before the County reaches a de-
cision on our complaint, we encourage you to con-
tact Debra Shindle, Office of Property Management 
(dshindle@baltimorecountymd.gov, 410-887-3827), 
and Joel Beller, Office of the County Executive 
(jbeller@baltimorecountymd.gov, 410-887-2450). 

Debra can tell you if pesticide has recently been 
sprayed, but if she doesn’t get back to you in a timely 
fashion, you can look for evidence that they haven’t 
sprayed yet: healthy weeds, not drooping, crump-
led, browned or clearly dead, in the partitions of the 
sidewalk, underneath the slide on the side of the hill, 
and along the margins of the pathway to the lower 
section of the park.  

If you have questions for us, please email Chris-
tine (CMiller225@aol.com). If you would like to get in-
volved in protecting our local environment, consider 
joining like-minded community members in the ICA 
Greening Committee. We meet the last Wednesday 
of each month from 7 to 8pm on Zoom. Email 
Timothy (timothyquinlan85@gmail.com) for more 
info and the Zoom link. 

— Christine Miller and Timothy Quinlan 

 
 

STOP PRESS: 6/18/22 

The US Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals yesterday ordered 
the EPA to re-evaluate the risk that Glyphosate poses to 

human and environmental safety. 
 

The new meadow where our 
front yard used to be is mainly 
white clover, chickweed and 
grass gone to seed, though there 
are also patches of low-growing 
violets, which I love, and creeping 
Charlie, which I do not. (An 
invasive species, creeping Charlie is the bane of the 

natural yard.) But already there 
are also some lovely clumps of 
fleabane — small daisylike 
flowers on knee-high stems — 
that look very much like the 
romantic fields brought to mind 
by the word “meadow.” Soon 

there will be other flowers, too. … 

One way to do more for 
the environment: Do 

less with your yard 
New York Times (abridged) 
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 The flowers arrive on their own because nature, 
true to rumors, abhors a vacuum, and our yard pro-
vides several vacuums. We don’t use chemical fertili-
zers, and we don’t use insecticides or herbicides. We 
also have a resident mole who turns up little piles of 
loose soil all over the yard every fall, creating the per-
fect landing spots for seeds carried on the wind or 
by visiting wildlife. All of which is why the wild-
flowers just started showing up. 
 For years, we mowed it all into a conventional 
yard after spring’s first wild profusion of flowers was 
over. Then I read Douglas W. Tallamy’s 2007 book 
“Bringing Nature Home” and learned how much 
more we could be doing beyond tolerating moles 
and keeping the yard poison-free. We started 
planting native trees, flowers and shrubs, too, un-
derstanding that native wildlife needs native plants 
to eat. We started letting leaves and deadwood lie to 
feed and shelter insects. And we let the unused parts 
of the yard grow up. 
 Unlike the plants in my pollinator garden, which 
must be kept clear of the choking creeping Charlie, 
the plants in our self-populating meadow require al-
most no tending. I go in there from time to time with 
a weed wrench to pry out the bush honeysuckle and 
privet seedlings, the most invasive of all the unwel-
come plants that have a foothold in this yard. But I 
don’t bother with anything else that doesn’t belong.  
  … I follow Mr. Tallamy’s movement, Homegrown 
National Park, on Instagram, and I am heartened to  
see it spreading like creeping Charlie, one yard at a 
time. This crucial program aims to turn a volunteer 
network of private land into a haven for biodiversity 
that rivals the entire national park system. “It is the  
largest cooperative conservation project ever con-
ceived or attempted,” according to the program’s 
website. … 
 You aren’t obliged to turn your yard into a 
meadow. All you need to do is stop spraying for 
weeds. Stop spraying for insects. Leave a little brush 
pile in the corner of the yard, if you can, and let the 
weedy flowers grow up along the fence line. When 
you’re choosing new trees and shrubs, or even just 
window-box flowers, take a moment to look up the 
native options that are just as pretty as the 
nonnative ones now in style. If you can set up a nest 
box for birds, and keep clean water available for all 
the thirsty creatures, that will help, too. 

 You needn’t do it all, and certainly you needn’t do 
it all at once. But if you do even one of these things, 
the natural world will reward you so profusely with 
butterflies and bees and bright-winged songbirds 
that I bet you’ll decide it’s only the first step. 

— Margaret Renkl 
 

The meadow effect 
As Ms Renkl says, you don’t have to stop mowing. 
For some years now, my wife and I have been culti-
vating what I call the meadow effect. It’s not an ac-
tual meadow, because we mow it in the usual way. 
But it may not be what you’d call a lawn. 
 It wasn’t a conscious decision — it kind of just 
happened. I think it happened because, without 
thinking about it, we stopped liming our yard each 
year, allowing the soil acidity to increase.  
 Now we have an abundant field of bee and rabbit-
friendly clover, dotted with violets and other cute 
volunteers. And some annoying ones — but they’re 
less annoying once you stop thinking of it as a lawn. 

There’ll be bees all over 
Our white fields of clover 
One day, just you wait and see … 

Just lay off the ’cides. And the lime. 
— Paul Romney 

 

If you’re gonna mow … 
 … try not to have heart attack! 
Especially on uneven or hilly property — and there’s 
plenty of that in Idlewylde — this isn’t uncommon. 
 
LOWER YOUR RISK 

• Quit smoking. If you’re ready to quit, talk to your 
primary care provider or call 1-800-QUIT-NOW for 
help. 

• Reduce or eliminate alcohol consumption. The 
CDC recommends no more than 2 drinks per day for 
men or 1 for women. 

• Eat a heart-healthy diet. Moderate portion sizes. 
Plenty of colorful vegetables. Lean proteins. Multi-
grain or whole-grain carbohydrates. These make 
up a diet that reduces your risk of heart disease, 
while fueling your body for activity such as mowing 
the lawn. Watch your sodium intake, too. Sodium 
in food — either what’s already in processed foods 
or what you add — can cause an increase in blood 
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pressure that will strain your heart and blood 
vessels. Read food labels, and ask your primary 
care provider how much sodium you should eat 
each day. 

 
STAY SAFE 

• Start low and go slow. Don’t try to mow the entire 
lawn the first time you’re out if you haven’t been 
exercising all winter. Ease into it by doing it in sec-
tions and seeing how you feel. 

• Take breaks early and often. If you notice that 
you’re breathing heavily, sweating profusely, or 
feeling fatigue in your arms and legs, take a break. 
Sit in the shade or inside until you feel normal, and 
then try again. If you find that you’re needing very 
frequent breaks or are unable to get back to 
normal in just a few minutes, quit for the day and 
see your primary care provider.  

• Drink plenty of fluids. Staying hydrated will help 
reduce the strain on your body. Even if you haven’t 

sweated a lot, make sure to drink when you are 
thirsty. If you have a fluid restriction due to a 
medical condition, ask your primary care provider 
how much you should drink. 

 
ASK FOR HELP 

• Get help now. If you find you are having any combi-
nation of chest pain, shortness of breath, nausea, 
jaw pain, confusion, pain or numbness and tingling 
in your arms, or weakness, call 911. 

• Get help next time. If you had trouble mowing this 
time, make sure you get help next time. You may 
find that a neighbor or relative is happy to help. 

— Maureen Flood, MA, MSN, CRNP, AGPCNP-C 
 
This article is intended to provide general 
health and wellness advice, and does not take 
the place of advice from your medical 
provider. If you have any questions, please 
contact your primary care provider. 

 
 

FRONTIER IDLEWYLDE


