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From Jamie Kass 
There’s an old saying that “It takes a village to raise 
a child.” I grew up in the country and it was true. If I 
was ever doing something I shouldn’t, my parents 
knew of it before I ever even made it home! I may 
not have appreciated it fully at the time, but it made 
me wiser and safer.   
 The same can be said for a neighborhood.  It does 
take all of us to participate to make us safer, and for 
our neighborhood to remain a very desirable place 
to live.  This brings us all a better quality of life as 
well as keeping our home values up. 
 In my 24 years living in Idlewylde, I’ve been on 
the ICA Board as President, Vice-President, Treas-
urer and as an at-large member. Several years when 
I wasn’t on the Board, I still attended most of the 
meetings and volunteered for events and projects.   
 I’m not expecting anyone to participate to that 
extent, but I’m asking for others to offer just a little 
time or expertise and join me in keeping the neigh-

borhood a great place to live while working to make 
it even better. To that end, please consider volun-
teering just a little of your time. Even an hour or so, 
every now and then, makes a huge difference in 
what can be accomplished.  
 If you’d like to help with any of the tasks listed on 
page 4, or if you have another talent that you’d like 
to offer, please let me or any Board member know.   
  

A VOLUNTEER FOR ALL SEASONS 
The masthead features the little triangle at 
Overbrook and Banbury that DONALD HART 
has been tending for years.  
 He was also tending a wildflower garden 
on the vacant lot at 802 Overbrook until this 
year, when the County suddenly remembered 
it owns the lot and started mowing it down. 
 THANK YOU, DONALD! 
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Community Calendar 
 

 
August 28 (6 - 7PM): Ice Cream Social (rain date 8/30) 
Idlewylde residents are invited to join us at the upper level of Overlook Park for free ice cream and toppings! 

 
September 18 (5 - 7PM): Fall General Meeting 
After two years of online gatherings, we’ll be meeting at the Hall! Masks optional, but we will be serving 
pizza and ice cream. 

 
October 1: Dumpster Day (starts at 8 am and ends when the dumpsters are full —
usually noon or so) Four dumpsters coming our way.   
WE CANNOT ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING: 

* Large stumps, or wood/logs more than 8 inches in diameter or 6 feet long. 
* Flammable or hazardous materials and liquids, paint, or pesticides, batteries, oil. 
* Tires.  *Electronics, TVs, or appliances.  *Recyclables   *Concrete or rocks 
 For the full list of what we can and can’t accept, go to: 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/publicworks/solid_waste/communitycleanup/ 

 
October 15, 2 - 4 PM: Children’s Halloween Party!   

It’s baaaacckkkkk! We are bringing back the epic Halloween party at the Hall!  Volunteers are still 
welcomed.  This year our Idlewood neighbors will be celebrating with us. Please contact Stephanie 
Boudreau if you have time to devote to this event. 
 
 

 ICA Board meetings 

Usually 7:30 pm at Idlewylde Hall, 

2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Meetings are open to community 

members, but please confirm date and 

time with a Board member as they 

occasionally change. 

 
 

 
Events Committee 
Karen Rohr (Board Member), 
operatogo@aol.com 
Stephanie Boudreau, scbleo41@gmail.com 
Jamie Kass (ICA VP), 
jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Adreon Hubbard, hubbardesol@gmail.com 
Michelle List (Board Member), 
classylist@hotmail.com 
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Mark your calendars!! 

 

Whooooo?  Idlewylde and Idlewood  

  community  residents 

What?    Family-Friendly Halloween Event 

When?    Saturday, Oct 15, 2:00 to 4:00pm 

Where?    Idlewylde Community Hall 

       6301 sherwood road 

 

GAMES!  FOOD!  CRAFTS!  MUSIC!  

Wear Your 

Costume! 

 

Volunteers still needed! Please contact stephanie at scbleo41@gmail.com  

if you’d like to help! 

 

https://www.pngall.com/halloween-png/download/15321
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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JAMIE’S LONG LIST OF THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP IDLEWYLDE 
(Don’t forget — we’re only inviting you to do one of them!) 

 
Please consider volunteering just a little of your time. Just an hour or so, on rare occasion even, makes a 
huge difference in what can be accomplished. If you can do any of the following tasks, or if you have another 
talent you’d like to offer, please let me or any Board member know (contact info, page 7).  Committees are 
comprised of both Board members and community members.   
 

EVENTS COMMITTEE — This group comes up with events for members of the community 
to participate in such as Ice Cream Socials, Garden Tours, Santa Claus’ visit, Halloween Party 
and Dumpster Day.  
  In years past we’ve also had an Easter Egg Hunt, Adult Dances, Floral Arranging, Water 
Barrel and Worm Bed making, Children’s Christmas party, Adults’ Valentine or St Patrick’s 
Day Dance, Battle of the Bands, Chili Cook-off, Community Picnic at the Park, Cooking and 
Canning classes, Children’s Playdates at the Hall, and more.   
  We’d love to bring back more of these events, but we need your help! 

   
Scoop ice cream or help with 
toppings 

Set up or cleanup an event 
(often very quick job) 

Write a Facebook post to 
advertise the event 

Show off your yard/garden 
during the Garden Tour 

Decorate your car & drive 
around with Santa & Mrs 
Claus 

Work at a station for a kid’s 
or adult’s event – activities 
or food table 

Help decorate for an event Decorate/fill/hide plastic 
eggs 

Organize a cornhole 
tournament 

Play music at events Find bands to play music Cook a pot of chili for cookoff 
Make a favorite side dish or 
dessert for an event 

Organize a weekly or 
monthly play date at Hall 

Share/teach a special skill to 
others at the Hall 

Help organize or enter art in 
an Idlewylde Art Show 

Take a shift on Dumpster 
Day to direct participants 

Any other skill or offer of 
assistance 

 
HALL COMMITTEE — This group coordinates with the Hall Manager and works to maintain 
the building/mechanicals as well as improve the appearance of the Hall.  

  
Any maintenance skills  Painting inside and/or out Decorating expertise 
Landscaping expertise (easy 
care & attractive for those 
renting the Hall for events) 

Regular or occasional 
weeding or watering of 
flower beds 

Willingness to advise in area 
of expertise 

 
GREENING COMMITTEE — This Committee is concerned with the environmental aspects of 
the community.  This can be anything from planting native plants and trees to ensuring the 
pesticides at the park are safe for our families, used appropriately and only as necessary. This 
group meets monthly or as needed. If you have any interest, please speak to Adreon Hubbard 
(hubbardesol@gmail.com) or any Board member. 

  
I’m interested in joining the 
Greening Committee as a 
regular member. 

I can help on occasion with 
Greening Committee 
projects. 

My area of interest or 
expertise is _____________. 
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BUSINESS DISTRICT COMMITTEE — This Committee meets on occasion with the owners 
and operators of the business district to deal with issues involving that area.  This is a 
significant entrance to our neighborhood and it’s critical that we hold the business 
accountable for maintaining the overall appearance and work to make this a safe 
environment for our families. 
 

I’m interested in joining the Business District Committee My area of interest and/or 
expertise is _____. 
 

 
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE — The ICA reaches out to Idlewylde 
in various ways: Facebook, the Idlewylde Community Google group, idlewylde.org, and — not 
least! — this newsletter.  It also sends out the annual membership mailing (coming your way 
soon!). We need people who are computer savvy and people who are savvy about messaging.  

 
Post on FB for the 
community 

Post to Idlewylde google 
group email 

Co-webmaster to maintain 
and/or update site 

Willing to be site admin for 
official Idlewylde FB page 

Send out a very occasional 
survey or poll from the 
Board to gauge community 
support or concern 

Post newsletter in the 7-11 
display case 

Assist with maintaining 
membership records 

Work on an updated 
community directory 

Work on a discount card of 
local vendors for members of 
the ICA 

Assist with layout and 
editing of newsletter articles 

Write newsletter articles: 
occasional or a regular 
feature 

Batch and distribute the 
newsletters to distributors. 
 

Deliver newsletter bundles to 
6-8 homes in Idlewylde 

Be a Block Captain and 
deliver newsletters 6 times a 
year 

Be a “temp” to fill in for 
newsletter delivery for Block 
Captains that are away, sick 
or who have moved. 

IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Fall General Meeting 

Sunday, September 18, 5 to 7 PM 
 

We will hear from our political representatives, discuss matters of commu-
nity concern, and elect a new board for 2022-23. Senator Chris West, Delegate 
Cathi Forbes and Councilman David Marks have all said they will be there. 
 

PIZZA AND ICE CREAM WILL BE SERVED 
 
If you’re a signed-up member for 2021-22, your membership is good for this 
meeting. If you’re not a member, you can join at the door. 



Idlewylde.org  6 

Why ICA? (Think Lottery) 
A former ICA president put it well: “The ICA does 
battle for Idlewylde.” A good example is our 
response to the One Stop Mart lottery license appli-
cation. 
 But to respond, we had to know the application had 
been made. How did we know? It reached the desk of 
State Senator Chris West, and Sen. West told us. 
 And why did that happen? Because Sen. West 
knows Idlewylde.  
 He knows Idlewylde because he knows the ICA. 
He’s attended ICA general meetings and other 
events. The ICA is in touch with him, and he’s in 
touch with us. 
 After consulting the Idlewylde community and 
neighboring communities, the ICA is preparing a 
response to the license application even as these 
lines are being written. We don’t know how it will 
pan out. We’re up against a State agency, the Lottery 
and Gaming Control Agency, whose director thinks 
he should decide on lottery license applications, not 
local communities.  
 But at least we know what we’re up against and 
can respond accordingly. We know that because we 
know Chris West and he knows us. 
 Think about it. If Chris West didn’t have a rela-
tionship with the ICA, Idlewylde probably wouldn’t 
even know the application was in the works. And if 
it did know, and somehow got it together to respond 
even without the machinery the ICA provides, it 
wouldn’t know what it was up against. 
 As it was, Sen. West’s office contacted Pete Ismay 
and the ICA machinery clicked into gear.  

*  *  * 
After extending their ICA Board membership two or 
three years due to Covid and Hall renovations, Pete 
and several other members of the current Board are 
retiring in September. Most will still be taking part 
in the ICA Committees, so their knowledge and 
expertise will still be available when needed.  
 But we need volunteers to replace them. We’re 
especially keen to recruit some younger members. 
 The ICA board meets monthly to discuss and 
decide issues for the benefit of the Association and 
the Idlewylde community. It maintains lines of com-
munication with our political representatives, so we 
can reach out to them if necessary and they can 
reach out to us. As Chris West just did. 

 This is a particularly important moment. Two 
officials who’ve helped us a lot over the years won’t 
be representing us after the upcoming elections.  
 State redistricting is shifting us out of Sen. West’s 
District 42 into District 43, currently represented by 
Sen. Mary Washington. And County redistricting 
means that we won’t be in District 5, currently rep-
resented by David Marks. New relationships will 
need to be forged. 
 Please consider joining the Board.  If you’re new 
to the neighborhood, there’s no greater way to meet 
the wonderful people in our community. Please 
speak to any current Board member if you have 
interest or questions. 
 We hope to see you all at the ICA General Meeting 
on Sunday, September 18, at 5 pm. 
 It’s been said before, but we’ll say it again: 
“Idlewylde is nothing if not you.” 

— Your ICA Board 
  

 Trees in Idlewylde 
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239 

BOARD (2020-21) 
Pete Ismay, President, 410-459-6638 pcismay@hotmail.com  
Jamie Kass, VP, 410-375-9761 Jamie.kass741@gmail.com 
Peggy Squitieri, Treasurer, 410-299-6920 pashannon@verizon.net 
Paul Romney, Secretary, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 

At-large members: 
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com 
Michelle List, 410-377-5244 classylist@hotmail.com 
Chris Newton, newtonc88@yahoo.com 
Timothy Quinlan, timotheyquinlan85@gmail.com 
Karen Rohr, operatogo@aol.com 

OTHER OFFICERS 
Membership Secretary: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
Webmaster (idlewylde.org): Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com 
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Are Monarchs Endangered? Getting 
Into the (Milk)Weeds 

I recently read a reassuring blog post by long-time 
monarch scientist Dr. Andy Davis that monarchs are 
actually thriving in North 
America. The study found that, 
while monarch numbers in 
their Mexican wintering 
grounds have decreased due 
to climate change and habitat 
loss, the summer population 
has been bouncing back each 
year to healthy levels. 
 Dr. Davis has been studying 
monarchs for 25 years and has 
an extensive quantitative data 
set including field observations from numerous citi-
zen scientists over many years. While he acknowl-
edges that problems such as habitat loss and climate 
change are serious threats to monarchs, he asserts 
that they are not at all close to extinction and that, if 
they became federally protected, it would become 
almost impossible for scien-
tists to continue important 
research due to restrictive reg-
ulations.  
 So I was puzzled when, just 
days later, I started hearing 
and seeing the alarming headline “Monarchs Now 
Endangered!” on social media, on the TV news, and 
in the newspaper. This has gone viral since the Inter-

national Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) declared the migratory monarch “endan-
gered” in July, placing it on the Red List of Threat-
ened Species. The IUCN, with its unpronounceable 
acronym, was unfamiliar to me but appears to be a 

legitimate organization. Dr. 
Davis’s study and this declara-
tion seem to be at odds.  
 So are monarchs endangered 
or not? 
 The answer is convoluted. 
The word “endangered” is nor-
mally associated with the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
The IUCN Red List is global, 
with no regulatory authority; 
the ESA is confined to the U.S. 

and has regulatory authority. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has designated the monarch as a 
“candidate” for ESA listing but has precluded it from 
being listed at this time because other species are 
more at risk. This designation is reevaluated yearly.  

 To make it more confusing, 
states can have their own regu-
lations. The Western monarch 
population, which overwinters 
on the California coast, has suf-
fered worrying population 
declines. It is now illegal in Cali-

fornia to handle or rear monarchs. “Rearing” is 
when monarch enthusiasts place monarch eggs, cat-
erpillars, or chrysalises in enclosures, often indoors, 

to protect them from predators, pesticides, and 
other threats, then release the adult butterflies 
when the metamorphosis is complete. 
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 If monarchs were listed under the ESA, such rear-
ing would be illegal across the country. It is allowed 
in Maryland and many states, and many well-mean-
ing people engage in this practice, thinking that they 
are increasing the population. I myself reared mon-
arch butterflies in enclosures for several years, after 
attending an in-depth monarch training for educa-
tors. It was fascinating and inspiring to take in mon-
arch eggs found on milkweed, their larval host plant, 
and witness the magical metamorphosis from egg to 
caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly up close with my 
students.  
 I love and want to help this iconic, beautiful crea-
ture. As a budding naturalist, though, I also want to 
be guided by accurate scientific information. As 
counter-intuitive as it seems, it turns out that rearing 
monarchs in large numbers could be doing more 
harm than good. 
 So what’s wrong with captive rearing and com-
mercial breeding? Dr. Davis states in his blog, The 
Science of Monarch Butterflies, that captive rearing 
by breeders and hobbyists seems to be linked to a 
rising rate of the parasite Ophryocystis elektroscir-
rha, or OE, killing tens of millions of monarchs. The 
Xerces Society concurs, suggesting that captive rear-
ing be done according to best practices and limited 
to 10 or fewer monarchs for educational purposes.  
 Dr. Davis contends that captive rearing is causing 
more monarch mortality than even habitat loss and 
climate change. It’s possible to test monarchs for OE 
with a microscope before releasing them, but sur-
veys show that very few people do this.  
 This summer, I’ve been observing the 
monarchs, monarch eggs, and monarch 
caterpillars on my backyard milkweed 
and letting them be. A few will survive, 
and many will become lunch for spiders 
or wasps, also important members of the 
food web. I’m enjoying the “vacation” 
from the hard work of rearing them and 
peace of mind that I’m not inadvertently 
introducing disease into the population. 
 There are many ways we can help 
monarchs other than rearing them. 
 

• Refrain from applying herbicides 
and pesticides in your yard. For 
example, instead of hiring a 

mosquito company that sprays broad-
spectrum pesticides, try mosquito dunks — 
they work! 

• Plant milkweed, the only plant monarch 
caterpillars can eat that is native to this area: 
Common Milkweed, Swamp Milkweed, and 
Butterfly weed, but not Tropical Milkweed. 

• Plant native nectar-producing shrubs like But-
tonbush, and herbaceous plants, including 
those that provide nectar into the Fall migra-
tion season like aster and goldenrod. 

• Join a habitat restoration group such as Hab-
itat Stewards of Overlook Park, which just 
recently rescued a milkweed patch from 
being smothered by invasive vines. 

• Refrain from planting non-native invasive 
species like Butterfly bush. Although its nec-
tar attracts pollinators, this shrub is not a lar-
val host plant to any caterpillars and it sends 
thousands of seeds into wild areas, where it 
colonizes and out-competes native plants. 

• Reduce your carbon footprint and support 
policies that conserve habitat and mitigate 
climate change.  

 
 If we all do our part, we can keep monarchs and 
other at-risk wildlife off the Endangered Species List 
and help the whole ecosystem. Let’s do it! 
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  Get shot(s) 

I recently had to spend three nights in hospital 
getting treated for an allergic reaction to a toxic 
plant.  
It’s a desert plant, so don’t worry — you won’t 
run into it in these parts. And no, I didn’t touch 
it or eat it — it reached out across the path and 
pricked me on the kneecap. I was ambushed by 
a plant.   
 But this isn’t about Yellow Star Thistle, it’s 
about the covid-19 I picked up in hospital but 
didn’t discover till I was safely home. The 
symptoms were very mild and quickly 
diminished, but I wonder how much worse they 
would have been if I hadn’t signed up for every 
shot going. 
 I mention this because, when I told a 
neighbor about it, I was surprised to get this 
response: One neighbor just told me he's gotten it 3 
times despite getting all the shots. My doctor just told 
me not to bother with a second booster, that it's not 
effective. I avoid indoor crowds and so far have 
avoided it, or perhaps I've gotten it without knowing.  
 Avoiding indoor crowds is a great way to avoid 
getting covid. It worked for me for two-and-a-half 
years. But you can’t always avoid them, and that’s 
where the shots come in handy. They don’t stop you 
catching the disease, but because they do a pretty 
good job of preventing you from dying of it or 
falling seriously ill.  
 You might even say they increase your 
chances of catching it a third time. Because they 
kept you alive through infections one and two. 
 As for the second booster, far be it from me to 
argue with someone else’s doctor, but the CDC 
recommended it, and the FDA approved it, for a 
reason: there was evidence that the first booster 
had been declining in effectiveness over time. 
 It’s reported that a new booster, with 
enhanced effectiveness against the more recent 
strains, will be coming on line in the fall. When 
that happens, I’ll be in line. 

— Paul Romney 

 
Ice Cream Social was “Scooper” 
The August 3rd Ice Cream Social at the Overlook 
Park tot lot was a SCOOPER success! It had been re-
scheduled twice — first due to heat, then rain — but 
over 60 neighbors of all ages turned out for a free 

sweet treat and a much-needed neighborhood 
socializing opportunity.  
 Many families new to the neighborhood were 
there, and several attendees signed up for more 
information at the Idlewylde Fall Tree Planting Pro-
gram table. 
 Shout-out to longtime ICA Board Member Jamie 
Kass for doing the lion’s share of the work on this 
event for many years. This kind of event helps knit 
our community together.  
 The Events Committee is seeking new members. 
It would be lovely to have the participation of some 

of our younger, newer neighbors. If you’d like to 
join, or have ideas for neighborhood events, 
whether outdoors or at Idlewylde Hall, please con-
tact the ICA Board, Events Committee Chair, or 
Adreon at hubbardesol@gmail.com. 

— Adreon Hubbard 


