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IDLEWYLDE*NEWS 
 

NEWSLETTER OF THE IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

“Community commitment since 1947”                                     February 2023 

2022 HOLIDAY LIGHTS 

DISPLAY WINNERS !! 
1010 Regester Avenue 

800 Walker Avenue 

6400 Banbury Road 

1022 Litchfield Road 

6603 Sherwood Road 

6404 Sherwood Road 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO 

PARTICIPATED! 

As always, it was difficult to choose!!! 
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Front page: 6404 … Above: 6400 … Below: 1010 

 
  

PHOTOS: 

Masthead: 

Donald Hart 

Lights: 

Stephanie  

Boudreau 

Sorry we couldn’t include 

them all, but it was very 

cold for outdoor 

photography! 
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IDLEWYLDE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX 66106, Baltimore, MD 21239

 
BOARD (2022-23) 

 
Eli Sowash, President, 410-459-6638 eli@sowash.net  

Jon Queitzsch, Vice-President, 443-386-9861 Jon.q@comcast.net 
Jamie Kass, Treasurer, 410-375-9761 Jamie.kass741@gmail.com 

Karen Rohr, Secretary, 678-327-3833 operatogo@aol.com 
At-large members: 

Stephanie Boudreau, 410-852-0904 Scbleo41@gmail.com 
Diane Christopher, 410-318-9735 dianechristopher12@gmail.com 

Tanya Grandison, 443-765-0827 t_grand72@hotmail.com 
Adreon Hubbard, 443-465-0628 hubbardesol@gmail.com 

Shalawnda Suggs, 410-370-4400 SuperSuggs70@gmail.com 
 

OTHER OFFICERS 
 

Membership Secretary: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
   Webmaster (idlewylde.org): Jessica Brown, 412-491-3318 

Jessica.Hoptay@gmail.com 
 

IDLEWYLDE NEWS 
 

Editor: Paul Romney, 410-377-0748 paulromney03@aim.com 
Distributor: Kate Fleming, 410-320-8934 kate_fleming@me.com 

 

  

ICA Board meetings 
 

The Board is still meeting on the second Tuesday of 
the month, but meetings are now scheduled to begin 
at 7:00 pm instead of 7:30. 
 
Meetings are open to community members, but 
please confirm date and time with a Board member 
as they occasionally change. 
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How to trace your property’s ownership history 
 

ON OCTOBER 7, Bryan Fisher and I gave a Zoom talk on the history and 
architecture of Idlewylde. You can find it online on the YouTube channel of the 
Baltimore Architecture Foundation at youtube.com/watch?v= 7pcGV_oQ678. 
Or search “Baltimore Architecture Foundation” “Virtual Histories”. 

One listener asked how you can research the history of your property. Here are 
some tips. They’re what I happen to know, not all there is to know.  

 You’ll be tracing the ownership of your property using property deeds, which are 
available to the public online. Each deed has a unique identifier, consisting of two numbers: 
the liber, or book, number, and the folio, or page number. The book number identifies the 
particular set of records (originally, they were books) in which the deed is archived. The page 
number is the first page of the deed.  

 The deed to my home occupies pages 541-545 of book 11632. Each page of the deed has 
the book and page number printed at the top. Sometimes these pages appear with one or 
more zeroes in front: thus, on my deed, the book number is given as 011632, but in the online 
Real Property Database of the state Department of Assessment and Taxation (SDAT), the 
deed is identified as 11632/00541. 

 

 Every deed exactly describes the boundaries of the property that it conveys. This is the info 
a surveyor uses to determine where your property ends and your neighbors’ property begins. 
But the deed also defines the property in another way. It identifies the deed that conferred 
ownership on the person or persons you’re buying it from. This is the info that allows you to 
trace ownership back from deed to deed. Thus our (1995) deed shows that we bought the 
property from Robert and Joan Heid, and the 1965 deed shows that they bought it from Avery 
Webster and his wife:  

 Property deeds are records of the county Circuit Court. You can access them on the excel-
lent Maryland Land Records online database: at https://mdlandrec.net/main/. After setting 
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up an account, you can search for deeds by selecting the relevant county and entering the 
book and page numbers. 

 Note the list of indices on the left side of the search page (see next photo). We’re using the 
Instruments index, because title deeds are legal instruments. Other indices let you search for 
individuals or corporations. The complete range of searching options is explained in a guide 
at https://mdlandrec.net/instructions/-dsp_faq.cfm?guide=2. (It comes up as a downloadable 
pdf file when you click the “HELP!” link.) 

 The Instruments search page contains two options: one to search for deeds dated August 

1964 and later, the other for earlier deeds. To find the 1965 deed, we enter the data in the 

1995 deed, and click “Search!”:  

 

This yields a copy of the entire deed in the form of a pdf file. It tells us that the property is 
part of a lot sold in 1947 to Avery D. Webster and spouse (“the within named grantors”) by 
the Idlewylde Realty Co., the company that started to develop Idlewylde in 1913:  

Idlewylde Realty sold the development to Cityco Realty Co. in 1922 but retained ownership 
of some of the lots, including this one. Note that the 1947 deed isn’t recorded in the SDAT 
database, which doesn’t go that far back in time. 

 To find the 1947 deed, we have to use the search option for older records:In addition to the 
spaces for book and page numbers, there’s also one labeled Clerk. This is for those letters 
preceding the book number (JJR in the 1965 deed, J.W.B. in the one we’re searching for). They 
are the initials of the Clerk of the Court, the official responsible for the records. But you don’t 
need to enter them, so just ignore them. 
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 These older records are preserved in actual books, and, as the NOTE says, your search will 
turn up a single page, which is the page on which the deed begins. When you find that, though, 
a supplementary search tool appears that lets you download additional pages.  

 

This particular deed fits on two pages, but some are longer. This is especially likely as you 
get back into the early 1920s and earlier, when the deeds are recorded in handwritten 
ledgers. This is the 1913 deed which vested ownership in the Idlewylde Realty Co. The script 
is pretty neat, but it’s not what modern eyes are used to. It certainly shows why it used to be 
so important to dot your eyes and cross your tees! 
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The Jester deed. The right of ownership conferred by the 1947 deed is subject to a proviso. 
It’s said to be: 

Until the late 1940s, this proviso is common — possibly universal — in deeds referring to 
properties originally sold for development by Idlewylde Realty.  Seven restrictions are listed, 
and presumably this short form was adopted to save space. Deeds granted by Cityco Realty 
impose the same restrictions with different wording, which is spelled out in full in every 
deed. 

 Most of the restrictions are the sort of prohibitions nowadays found in zoning by-laws, but 
one is the now notorious exclusionary covenant that discriminated against Black people: 

 

This sort of restriction, often called an exclusionary covenant, was declared legally unen-

forceable by the Supreme Court in 1948 and later banned by Congress.  

 Remarkably, there’s a reference to the Jester deed in my title insurance policy, dating from 

1995. A schedule to the policy exempts loss or damage from a list of causes, and one is the 

restrictive covenants in the 1926 deed. I have no idea what purpose this serves in this day 

and age. 

—Paul Romney 

 

You are invited to join 

Gardening with Native Plants 

A Webinar 

by Mary Lewis, Assistant Manager, Herring Run Nursery 

Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Learn how to garden with native plants to provide beauty, reduce  
stormwater runoff, and to support pollinators and food webs. 

Sponsored by the ICA Greening and Events Committees 

A Zoom link will be provided closer to the date  



Idlewylde.org  8 

Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park 
(HSOP) Resumes in January 2023 
Have you noticed that many of our local trees are 
being smothered by English Ivy and other vines? 
These invasive vines can stunt and kill our precious 
trees. The good news is that if the vine is cut cor-
rectly, the part of the vine above the cut dies and the 
tree can survive. Habitat Stewards of Overlook Park 
(HSOP) is a group I started in 2022 to cut vines and 
other harmful non-native invasive plants.  
 HSOP is a Baltimore 
County-approved, volunteer-
run Community Generated 
Project of the Towson Recrea-
tion Council. Led by a Balti-
more City Certified Weed War-
rior (the county does not yet have a Weed Warrior 
Certification program), HSOP volunteers remove or 
cut non-native invasive plants to allow trees and 
other native, beneficial shrubs and plants to survive 
and thrive. This improves habitat for beneficial in-
sects and birds that depend on native plants. It also 
makes the park more attractive. HSOP is sponsored 
by the ICA Greening Committee and the Green Tow-
son Alliance. The group is currently for adults only. 
 Want to help? Volunteers are welcome! HSOP will 
resume work sessions in the park starting Wednes-
day, January 18, 2023, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. We meet at 
the lower parking lot at 1300 Overbrook Rd. at 2:00 
p.m. for a brief training on plant identification and 
removal techniques before deciding on the target 
area for the day.  
 Please complete the one-time registration at 
https://towsonrec.sportngin.com/register/form/4928-
80206 in advance. Registering does not incur any ob-
ligations; it simply puts you under the Towson Rec 
Council’s liability insurance and generates an email 
to me with your name and contact info. If you’d like 
more information first, feel free to observe a session 
or contact me at hubbardesol@gmail.com. We will 
meet every Wednesday through the end of June and 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. on the first Saturday of the month 
starting February 4. I will send a weekly reminder 
email to those who are registered or who have con-
tacted me.  
 If you registered last year, there is no need to reg-
ister again. 

 Why is training important? Plant identification is 
important so that beneficial native plants are not 
accidentally removed.  
 For example, Wild Grape Vine is a beneficial native 
vine, but young Wild Grape vines look similar to non-
native invasive Porcelainberry vines. A sure way to 
tell them apart is to cut a piece of the vine with hand 
clippers and take a look (see photo). If the pith, or 
inner tissue, of the exposed vine is bright white, that 
is Porcelainberry and should be removed. If the pith 
is off-white or tan, it is Wild Grape and should ideally 

not be removed.  
 In Fall, Porcelainberry is easy to 
spot due to its beautiful multi-col-
ored berries (see photo.) Those 
gorgeous berries quickly turn into 
more strangling vines that pre-

vent almost everything else from growing! 
 Training in correct technique is also important, es-
pecially when removing vines from trees. Never pull 
the vine off the tree — the tree’s bark will likely 
come off with it. Tree bark is like our skin and pro-
tects the tree from pathogens. Instead, cut a win-
dow or gap in the vine of approximately one foot, as 
close to the ground as possible. The vine above the 
cut will eventually die, desiccate, and fall off the tree 
on its own. 
 What about tools? We use hand tools only — no 
power tools or herbicides. Typical tools used include 
hand clippers, loppers, hand saws, trowels, and oc-
casionally a crowbar or garden knife. Bringing your 
own gloves and tools is encouraged but not re-
quired. 
 Interested in becoming a Certified Weed Warrior? 
The next class is offered in April and is open to 
county residents: https://www.treebaltimore.org/-
weed-warriors-1. Don’t have time to volunteer in the 
park? You can make a difference by planting native 
plants in your yard. The Greening Committee will be 
sponsoring a webinar in March on native plant land-
scaping by Herring Run Native Plant Nursery 
(https://bluewaterbaltimore.org/nursery/) assistant 
manager Mary Lewis, just before the nursery re-
opens for Spring (see announcement on page 7).  
 Do you have space for a yard or street tree? Pur-
chase a discounted native tree this Fall through the 
Blue Water Baltimore Yard Tree Program. Every ac-
tion counts! 
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Sycamore with ivy 

HSOP volunteer Michelle hard at work 

Gap cut in enormous ivy vine 

Porcelainberry 

Porcelainberry Vine on r. (white pith) 

Vine wars heroes: author, Avery, Karl, Jennifer 
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A disturbance in the force 
The long-term forecast for our region of the country 
called for a mild winter, and at time of writing that’s 
been true for the most part. 
 The big exception, of course, was the intense cold 
snap over the Christmas weekend, but even then we 
got off lightly. With huge snow, ice-ups and 
tornados to the west, north and south of us, we were 
lucky to get away with 2 inches of rain, which ended 
before the temperature fell below freezing. 
 That saved us from having to go outside in a 
frigid gale to shift a foot or two of snow. In fact, the 
high winds did us the favor of drying the ground 
moisture before it could freeze. 

 Unfortunately, the ICA took a hit when a pipe 
burst at the Hall, causing significant flood damage 
that will need to be repaired before any events —
community or private — can take place. We have 
insurance, of course, but it’s unlikely that the Hall 
will be usable before March.   
 If we are able to come up with alternate places to 
hold events we will announce it on the Google 
Group, Facebook, and website.   
 The Baltimore Rock Opera Society is working to 
reschedule its January 21 event in March if the par-
ticipants are available.  More on that as soon as we 
have news 

 


